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Jewish settler fires on Palestinians 

NABLUS (AP) -Tfitcc Palestinian siudenti uud an Israeli mun 
opened fire oo than. wounding a teenage companion, as the* 
wafted la «hod Sunday m the West Bank. Sixteen-vcar-uld 
y»aser Sw*« was hospitalised al Rafidivch hospital in Nablus >n 
4 (ait craMUon with a gunshot wound to his hack and stomach a 
hospital worker said. Palestinian and Israeli poUcc said they wrre 
jnvcctiBktiRg the reports. The siudcms said they were walking to 
icbool Sunday moming on the main road m the village of Sawiveh, 
near N«bl». when they heard gunfire and w* Snohar fall to' tbc 
ground, blood streaming from his hack "W c ftfl him into a car 
*nd cook bun to hospual, sud one uudeni After the shootme 
the Students said they saw a man pulling awa% in a car with \cllo* 
brad* license pUics. Initial reports on Israel Radio said several 
students wete wounded and that tome students had apparently 
been killed. The radio later backed off its report, however, saving 
cxdy dial the hoapiutacd student said he had been shut. ' 
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Christopher starts new Mideast shuttle 

TEL AVIV (Rj — U-S. Secretary of Stale Warren Christopher 
arrived in Israel, where attention was firmly focused on the 
prospect of early general elections, to embark on a fresh Middle 
East peace shuttle mission. Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
who meets Mr. Christopher on Monday, said he would announce 
later this month whether he would advance the election date from 
rhe scheduled October 29. Mr. Peres, the Labour Party leader, has 
led his mam right-wing opponent, the Likud Pam's Benjamin 
Netanyahu, in opinion polls since taking over from assassinated 
Prune Minister Yitzhak Rabin three months ago, Raanau Cohen, 
Labour's parliamentary leader, forecast after meeting Mr. Peres 
that elections would take place in May (see page 12), while Mr. 
Peres himself told reporters-. "I will announce it {the election date) 
sa mid-month. ’’ The local media virtually ignored Mr. Christ- 
opher's arrival in Israel from Belgrade on Sunday night for his 17th 
tour of the Middle East in three yean. He planned to shuttle 
between Israel and Syria to try to give impetus to slow-moving 
Isracb-Syrian negotiations launched four years ago 
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31 -member Kabariti cabinet is sworn in 

Parliamentary base in government raised to 22 deputies from 
17; ten deputies leave while 15 others join seven who stay on 

Kabariti retains foreign affairs; Awad replaces Jardaneh; Abul 
Ragheb and Khalaf keep their portfolios; Khleifat takes over 
interior affairs; Kawar moves to water and Irsheidat to tourism 
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By Nermecn Murad 
Special to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein yesterday 
swore in a 31 -member pre- 
dominantly parliamentary 
government headed by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, who also kept the 
portfolios of foreign affairs 
and defence. 

About two thirds of the 
Cabinet members entered the 
government for the first time, 
including leftists bur no 
Islamists. In addition to Mr. 
Kabariti, who represents 
Aqaba in the Lower House of 
Parliament, 21 members of 
the Cabinet are deputies in 
the House as opposed to 17 in 
the outgoing government of 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

With a Parliament majority 
government, Mr. Kabariti is 
assured of a safe passage 
through a parliamentary vote 
of confidence. Although his 
parliamentary base draws 
heavily on the centrist blocs 
that form the majority of the 
House, Mr. Kabariti included 
a leftist deputy, Mustafa 
Shneikat, as minister of agri- 
culture. There are only four 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan with the new cabinet of Prime Minister Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 


leftists in the 80-member 
House. 

The influential bloc of 
Islamists (16 members who 
belong to the Islamic Action 
Front) did not join Mr. 
Kabariti's Cabinet but never- 
theless had told the new pre- 
mier, in a consultation meet- 
ing Saturday, that while its 
members would not vote in 


support of the new govern- 
ment in the confidence ses- 
sion they would not form an 
opposition bloc to his politics 
in Parliament. 

Mr. Kabariti initially work- 
ed to form a forward-looking 
government that would de- 
rive its power from a base of 
12 young technocrats and 
politicians from outside Par- 


liament. But drawn-out nego- 
tiations and consultations 
over the past two days be- 
tween Mr. Kabariti and par- 
liamentary blocs shifted the 
emphasis in the government 
make-up to a Parliament 
majority Cabinet to save the 
day for an equally important 
task that Mr. Kabariti in- 
tended while forming his 


Cabinet. 

Among those retaining in 
jobs were Health Minister 
A ref Bataineh (deputy from 
Irbid), Planning Minister 
Rima Khalaf, Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb (deputy from Am- 
man), Minister of Post and 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Saraireh (deputy from 


Karak). and Minister of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Saiam A1 Abbadi. 

Also two serving ministers 
switched portfolios: Trans- 
port Minister Samir Kawar 
(deputy from Salt) moved to 
water and irrigation to re- 
place Saleh Irsheidat (deputy 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Foreign policy of the new prime minister — 
adjustment looms to keep balance at home 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Special to the Jordan Tima 

PRIME MINISTER Abdul 
Karim Kabariti's rapid poli- 
tical rise is attributed mostly 
to his active and often aggres- 
sive performance in promot- 
ing Jordan's foreign policies 
in the post-Gulf war era. 

For even though Jordan's 
major foreign policy shift 
started with the opening of 
the Madrid peace conference 
in 1991, Mr. Kabariti. who 
was appointed as foreign 
minister in January 1995. was 
more a&senivc than any of his 
predecessors in seeking to 
redefine the Kingdom's re- 
gional role. 

The fact that Mr. Kabariti, 
unlike many Jordanian politi- 
cians, maintained a cautious 
position during the Gulf war 
and never came out in sup- 
port of the Iraqi invasion of 


Kuwait placed him in a strong 
position to pursue reconcilia- 
tion with the Gulf states and 
the renewal in the post-peace 
era of the strategic alliance 
with the U.S. 

His designation as prime 
minister will put to rest spe- 
culation That his outspoken 
advocacy of some of the less 
popular foreign policies, in- 
cluding support of change in 
Iraq, was out of tune with the 
rest of the country. 

As foreign minister. Mr. 
Kabariti maintained a high- 
profile performance just as 
some of his colleagues kept 
their distance from the post- 
Guif war policies. 

This performance is attri- 
buted by analysts to his long 
association with the palace's 
political vision and unusual 
manoeuvring style that com- 
bines diplomacy with blunt- 
ness. 


His style, particularly some 
critical statements against 
both Syria and Iraq, has pro- 
voked counter-criticism by 
many politicians who were 
wary that Jordan's new close- 
ness to Israel would lead to 
estrangement from its Arab 
neighbours. 

But Mr. Kabariti was lac- 
ing his sharp statements with 
tactful diplomacy, which is an 
indication of noi only politic- 
al acumen but also of confi- 
dence that he is in tune with 
the palace at a time when 
many of his colleagues were 
reluctant to actively promote 
Jordan's new policies. 

The fact that fellow minis- 
ters in the Sharif Zcid Ben 
Shaker Cabinet hesitated in 
fully endorsing full norma- 
lisation with Israel and moves 
towards reconciliation with 
Saudi Arabia often at the 
expense of relations with Iraq 


singled out Mr. Kabariti as 
the most outspoken defender 
of the new policies. 

While many politicians, 
especially from the “old 
guard," found it extremely 
difficult to depan with ideals 
that emanated from commit- 
ment to pan-Arab national- 
ism and to the attainment uf 
all Palestinian national rights, 
Mr. Kabariti showed a high 
level of flexibility and adapta- 
bility. 

* The shift in his attitude 
towards Jordan's relations 
with the Palestinians is 
perhaps the most important 
indicator of this flexibility. 
As a junior politician ami 
Parliament member, Mr. 
Kabariti was known to 
espouse a hard-line "East 
Bank*' attitude whose hall- 
mark was to protect against 

(Continued on page 6) 


Perseverance, drive 
behind the rise of 
Kabariti to power 


By Salameh Ne'matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The new 
prime minister. Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, did not 
make it to the top post by 
accident. Nor was it an easy 
ride for him to be where he 
is today. 

His leadership qualities 
became evident as far back 
as 197], when he headed 
the Jordanian Students 
Association at the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut 
(AUB). The 22-year-old 
student of geology was so 
effective in resisting an 
overwhelming p r o - 
Nasser He wave at rhe uni- 
versity that he was finally 
kidnapped by the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Libera- 


tion of Palestine, in the first 
political kidnapping in 
Lebanon. His release was 
soon secured through His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
mediation with the 
Lebanese power-brokers. 
The King, who was im- 
pressed by this young 
man's determination to de- 
fend the then embattled 
monarchy, received him at 
the airport upon his return 
to Amman. 

Mr. Kabariti's wife, Fati- 
na, who knew him since 
childhood, said her hus- 
band “always knew what 
he wanted... and almost 
always got it." 

In describing his perso- 
nality, she said the man “is 

(Continued on page 6) 


Cabinet assured of 
vote of confidence 


By Sa’tdt Kil ani 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Judging by its 
make-up, the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti is likely to easily win 
Parliament's support when it 
seeks a vole of confidence in 
file Lower House. 

Deputies representing va- 
rious parliamentary blocs 
told the Jordan Times on 
Sunday that they will, in prin- 
ciple, vote in favour of the 
new government but their 
final decision will be based on 
Mr, Kabariti's response in his 
Cabinet’s policy statement so 
demands they made during 
consultations they held with 
him over the past several 
days. 

Although the three main- 
stream parliamentary blocs, 
the Democratic Parliamen- 
tary Coalition (seven mem- 
bers), the National Action 
Front (16 members) and the 
Jordanian National Front 


(nine members), insisted that 
Mr. Kabariti should give min- 
isterial portfolios to their 
blocs that correspond to their 
weight in Parliament, they all 
said they will vote for the 
government. Not Only that, 
they also anticipated radical 
changes in the government's 
internal policies, particularly 
in regard to public freedoms 
and human rights. 

Opposition in Parliament is 
divided. While the 16- 
member Islamic Action Front 
Party bloc insists on its stand 
of withholding confidence 
since "Mr. Kabariti said he 
can’t stop the peace process," 
leftist deputies are likely to 
give Mr, Kabanti's govern- 
ment a vote of confidence 
although they 100 oppose the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

"Mr. Kabanti cannot re- 
voke the peace treaty and it is 
no longer the responsibility 
of the government. It is now 
up to the House to do the 

{Continued on page 2) 


Kabariti and the opposition — evolution 
characterises relationship between them 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The "agree- 
ment to work together" 
that Prime Minister- 
designate Abdul Karim 
Kabariti reached with 
Islamist leaders on Satur- 
day signals the end of an 
era in historically tense re- 
lations between them and 
heralds the beginning of a 
“truce" period that is 
hoped to last throughout 
the mandate of the new 
government. 

The "truce" or "armis- 
tice." as politicians arc 
already billing it, came af- 
ter consultations at the 
Royal Court between Mr. 
Kabariti and the Islamists, 
who were represented by 
Ishaq Farhan. secretary 
general of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front flAFl. IAF 
spokesman und Deputy 
Ham/.ch Manhour, Abdul 
Majecd Thneibjt, head of 


the Muslim Brotherhood, 
and Senator Abdul Lalif 
Arabiyat. 

The meeting, described 
as "very warm and friend- 
ly." resulted in an agree- 
ment between the prime 
minister-designate and the 
Islamists, who promised 
Mr. Kabariti that although 
they would not join his 
government or vote in 
favour of it in Parliament, 
they would support him tn 
return for "easing the 
pressure against them, as 
exercised by Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker's government, 
work towards improving 
the elections law which was 
finalised by that govern- 
ment as well us strengthen 
freedom of expression and 
human rights." in the cuun- 
lry - 

Mr. Kabariti pledged 
that the demands would he 
met and assured the Islam- 
ists that they “were wel- 
come to join the govern- 


ment" if they wished, 
according to well-informed 
sources. 

This “mice" shows Mr. 
Kabariti to be the pragma- 
ric politician that lie is. at 
least succeeding in neutra- 
lising hostility where he is 
not capable of winning out- 
right support from fellow 
deputies and other political 
groups, according to some 
politicians and analysts. 

The analysts and politi- 
cians interviewed by the 
Jordan Times over the past 
several days agreed that it 
was no surprise that Mr. 
Kabariti had tried to win 
the Islamists to his vide and 
that they were sure to re- 
spond positively, especial- 
lay in the knowledge that 
the King is extending "full 
backing" to him. Besides. 
Mr. Kabariti has, since 
1W4. played a major role 
in acting as a mediator be- 
tween the opposing Islam- 
ists and the palace, sources 


dose to him said. 

"At this stage, we will 
not participate in the gov- 
ernment... we wish Mr. 
Kabariti all the success in 
his mission and we are 
ready to cooperate with 
him on issues of national 
concern." Dr. Farhan told 
the Jordan Times in an 
interview on Saturday. 

The "cooperation” 
promised by Dr. Farhan 
will fee translated into less 
'cinfcism of the government 
By the Islamist-led opposi- 
tion provided that Mr. 
Kabariti's government does 
noi tighten the noose 
around them, one Islamist, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied, told the Jordan Times 
yesterday. 

It would also entail a role 
for the Islamists in media- 
tion efforts between the 
government and profes- 
sional unions, which have 

(Continued on page 6) 


Following is the list of ihe new Cabinet: 

1. Abdul Karim Alawi Kabariii — Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Defence; 

2. Abdullah Ensour — Minister of Higher Education; 

3. Awad Khleifat — Minister of Interior; 

4. Abdul Had! Al Mqjali — Minister of Public Works and 
Housing; 

5. Abdul Karim Al Dughmi — Minister of Justice; 

6. Jamal Saraireh — Minister of Post and Communica- 
tions; 

7. Samir Kawar — Minister of Water and Irrigation; 

8. Ali Abul Al Ragheb — Minister of Industry and Trade; 

9. Saleh Irsheidat — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities; 

10. Abdul Razzaq Tbeishat — — Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment: 

21. Aref Bataineh — Minister of Health; 

12. Abdul Saiam Al Abbadi — Minister of Awqaf and 
Mamie Affairs; 

13. Rima Khalaf-Hneidi — Minister of Planning; 

14. Hashcm Dabbas — Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources; 

15. Mohammad Thvrrib — Minister of State for Parliamen- 
tary Affairs; 

16- Hisha m Al Tal — Minister of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs; 

17. H a mm a ri Abu Jamous — Minister of Social Develop- 
ment; 

18. Munir Sobar — Minister of Supply: 

19. Abdul Hafez S h a kha nbeh — Minister of Labour; 

20. Mufieh Rheimi — Minister of State; 

21. Ahmad Qudafa — - Minister of Culture; 

22. Mustafa Shneikat — Minister of Agriculture; 

23. Mahmoud Abdul Latif Hweimel — Minister of State; 

24. Moham m ad Daoudieh — Minister of Youth; 

25. Mohammad Odeh Njadat — Minister of State; 

26. Munther Al Masri — Minister of Education; 

27. Marwan Awad — Minister of Finance; 

28. Khalid Mad ad ha — Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs; 

29. Marwan Mnasher — Minister of Information; 

30. Kamal Naser — Minister of Administrative Develop- 
ment; and 

31. Naser Al Lawzj — Minister of Transport. 


King bestows title 
of ’Prince' upon 
outgoing premier 


By Alia Toukan 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday bes- 
towed upon Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker the title of prince, in 
what many analysts see as an 
apparem bid to show appre- 


ciation for the former prime 
minister's service to the coun- 
try. 

“I am glad to address you, 
and that all Jordanians 
should address you from now 
on, as Prince Zeid Ben Shak- 
er," wrote the King in a letter 

(Continued on page 6) 


King honours ex-aides; 
Batikhi to head GID 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday conferred medals on 
a number of senior govern- 
ment officials in recognition 
of their dedication and uni- 
que services to the country. 

King Hussein conferred Al 
Nahda Medal of the First 
Order on the outgoing Royal 
Court chief, Marwan Al 
Qascm, the King's advisor 
for Islamic affairs and Chief 
Islamic Justice Sheikh lzzed- 
dine Al Khatib Al Tamimi. 
the King's military advisor 
Major General Hmeidi Al 
Fayez, and the outgoing 
director general of the 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment (GID), Mustafa Al 
Qaisi. * 

Mr. Qaisi was named on 
Sunday as the King's advisor 
for national security affairs 
and rapporteur of the State 
Security Council. 


King Hussein on Sunday 
sent a letter of designation to 
Mr. Qaisi thanking him for 
his dedicated services as head 
of the GID, and assigned him 
to the new post. 

In another letter of de- 
signation, the King assigned 
Maj. Gen. Samih Batikhi as 
director general of the GID. 
succeeding Mr. Qaisi. 

King Hussein voiced his 
appreciation of Gen. 
Batikhi 's dedicated services 
to Jordan and assigned him 
the new duties. 

The King wished Gen. 
Batikhi every success in 
shouldering his new responsi- 
bilities. 

The King also conferred Al 
Kawkab Medal of the First 
Order on the newly- 
appointed Royal Court chief, 
Awn khasawneh, in appre- 
ciation of his dedicated ser- 
vices to his country and the 
King. 
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Need for water 
Syrian-Iraqi 'a 


CAIRO (AFP) — A dispute 
with Turkey over the pre- 
cious waters of the Euphrates 
River has promoted old foes 
Syria and Iraq to bury the 
hachet and work together. 

The two countries, which 
are ruled by riyal branches of 
the Baath party and broke 
diplomatic ties in 1980, have 
accused Ankara of diverting 
vital waters from the Eup- 
hrates ignoring their needs. 

Now experts from Syria 
and Iraq, which both suffer- 
from hot, dry summers and 
use the river waters for irri- 
gating crops, are set to meet 
in Damascus on Feb! 10 to 
discuss the problem. ' 


1980 : 1988 war with Iraq,* and 
took part in a U.S:-Ied coali- 
tion which drove Iraqi occu- 
paying forces out of . Kuwait 
in the 1991 Gulf war. 

“For the first time in years . 
these two countries are 
• adopting coherent posi- 
tions,” Mr. Murtada said. 

“They could put aside their 
political differences for they, 
have an interest in a joint 


approach towards Turkey on 
the vital issue of water/-' 


And for the first time 
Baghdad has suggested that 
their foreign ministers should 
meet at the Arab League 
headquarters, in Cairo, 
although Damascus has yet to 
reply to the invitation. 

Iraq is "very eager” to 
work with Syria to resolve 
their differences with Turkey 
over the waters of the Eup- 
hrates and Tigris, said Iraq's 
representative to die Arab 
League Nabil Nejm. 


the vital issue of water.'-' 

A senior league official 
said privately: “Ibis meeting 
is due to be devoted to the 
sharing of the .Euphrates wa- 
ters but for Baghdad it will be 
a spectacular 'step towards 
breaking its isolation within 


: cubic metres a year to 14!5 
bilIion : cubic metres since the 
Ataturk dam was completed 
in 1992. ■ . ■ - , ■ 

Both,. countries' want .to- 
'establish quotas -for sharing' 
the waters. . 

But an expert from -.'the 
Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation Speaking on 'condi-;. 
tion of anonymity saicT "there " 
is no. international law in this - 
-area buta statement of vague 
principles setting out /a! fair 
and reasonable, -sharing* of 
the waters -of rivers/’’ 

“The Turks says that God: 
gave the Arabs oil and Tur- 
key water;” be- added./ - 


bil-for-<f66d resolution at heart of Iraq-U.N. talks 


UNITED NATIONS 


tAFP) — Iraq and the'Uh- : 
ited Nations -meeting here 


from; Tuesday are m try to ', 
find a way of implementing * 
resume limited oil exports 
for the first' time m- almost 


the Arab World/’ 


“The secretary general of 
the league is working to try to 
organise a meeting of the two 
foreign ministers on the side- 
lines of the next Arab min- 
isterial meeting due in 
March/' Egypt's representa- 
tive Mahmoud Murtada told 
AFP. 

Relations between Damas- 
cus and Baghdad soured 
when Syria backed Iran at the 
start -of the Islamic republic’s 


The dispute over the Eup- 
hrates rose to the fore once 
more when Ankara signed a. 
contract with a European 
consortium ' in November, to 
build two new dams at JEiire- 
cik and'Karamish close to the . 
Syrian border. 

The work is part of a huge 
project known as GAP. laun- 
ched in the 1960s in south- 
eastern Anatolia, -which Iraq 
and Syria fear will reduce the 
flow of the 2,800 kilometres 


Turkish Ambassador - 
Yasar Yalris denied charges 
of divertingthe waterssaying 
Ankara had worked' to ‘ 
guarantee a minimum flow of 
500 cubic • metres second -.to 
Syria' since . 1987. ‘He. added 
that • currently the- flow was' ■ 
around* 780 cubic metres. - "- - 
-Damascus and 'Baghdad,' 
"want to • share the waters' 
arbitrarily. Syria wants 14'.bil- • 
lion cubic metres a' year*' 
Baghdad 21- billion cubic 
metres and have, suggested 
that Turkey should have 18 
billion. 


six years. >; . .. 

Th'e . resolution- "was. 
adopted' mi Apri] 14!’ 1995; • 
to allow' Iraq . to raise- » 
money purely *fot- biuna- - 
nifatfan supplies for its 
.people. • ■_ 

But-’ Iratj ( has - repeatedly . 
rebuffed the offer on the . 
grounds that it infringes - its - 
Sovereignty., through the .«■' 
conditions it sets., for "the 
export of the oil and the 
-distribution of revenue.. 

The United Nations in-y ’ 
sists that no amendments 
ait: possible! to.. the points of 
the. resolution. Which are as 


follows: . ‘ ’ 

’’ -r The Security Council' 
. is. “convinced of the need 
as a; temporary measure to 
provide for the humanita- 
rian needs- of- the Iraqi peo- 
ple” until Baghdad meets' 
Gulf War. ceasefire resolu- 
tions. ' 

\ — -..It: is “poqvinced also 
of. the need for equitable 
distribution of humapifa- , 
rian relief. to all segments of 
the, Iraqi population 
throughout the - country.” 

1 — The resolution autho- 
rises Iraq to export Si bil- 
lion - of oil per quarter- 
under syict conditions. 

— Each proposed purch- . 
.ase- of Iraqi . oil must be 
approved by. ihe U.N. 

. Sanctions Committee, and 
the money is fo be paid into 
an -escrow account opened 


by the U.N. secretary 
general/ 

— Turkey ’will receive 
payment in the form of 
‘Iraqi oil and related pro- 
ducts for allowing the erode . 
to be exported via a piper 
line between Kirkuk in Iraq 
and Yumurtalik in Turkey. 

— The resolution will be 
implemented for a period 
of 180 days, after which it 
may be renewed, and will 
be thoroughly reviewed by 
the Security Council every 
•90 days. 

— The U.N. Sanctions 
Committee will supervise 
the sale -of oil, most of 
.which will be exported via 
the Kirkuk-Yumurtalik 
pipeline and the rest via 
‘Iraq's Mina A1 Bakr oil 
terminal on the Gulf Inde- . 
pendent inspectors will 


check that the purchase 
price of the Iraqi oil is fair. 

— The revenue gener- 
ated by oil .sales, paid into 
the U.N. escrow account, 
“shall be used to meet the 
humanitarian needs of the 
Iraqi population/'. 

’ — The resolution asks 
U.N- Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali to use the 
money to finance the ex- 
port to Iraq of medicine, 
health supplies, food and 
other essential civilian sup- 
plies. Each export of goods 
has to be at the request of 
the Iraqi government.. 

— Iraq must “effectively 
guarantee their (the goods) 
equitable distribution on 
the basis- of a plan submit- 
ted to and approved by the 
secretary general” in adv- 


— Between $130 million 
and -$150 million will be 
paid each quarter to the. 
U.N. humanitarian prog- 
ramme in Kur-dish- 
controJJed northern Iraq 
“in order to ensure an 
equitable distribution of 
Humanitarian relief to all 
segments of the Iraqi 
population.” 

— A percentage of. rhe 
oil revenue will also go to a 
U.N. compensation fund 


for victims of Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
and to finance the activities 
of U.N. experts monitoring 
! Iraqi disarmament. 

— The Security Council 
stresses that “nothing in 
this resolution should be 
construed as infringing the 
sovereignty or territorial 
integrity of Iraq.” 


news IN brief New government is sworn in 


U.fi. human rights envoy to visit. Iran 


An .Iraqi memorandum 
passed to the league charged 
that ’Turkey is pursuing its* 
GAP project without taking 
into account Syria and Iraq’s 
rights to. the Euphrates.”- - 
The river rises in Turkey 
and crosses Syria before en- 
tering Iraq. But Iraq charges 
its flow has fallen by more 
.than half — from 30.‘2 billion' 


“W!e cannot accept thi^ re! 

. quest which does not corres- 
pond to what God has given 
.the Turks, - . 

“We suggested' that they 
study the • potential of the 
water in the Tigris' basin and 
the Euphrates and the poten- 
tial of irrigable lands, in the : 
three countries fo define the 
needs of eaoh/.Mie added. -' 


TEHRAN (AFP). — A U.N. human, rights rapporteur is 
due to. visit here next week to examine the general rights 
- situation in Iran, the official IRN A news agency announced 
Suhday. Maurice Danby ' Copithonie, the -U.N. Human 
Rights Commission's' new representative -for Iran, will 
arrive here on Feb. lO.and stay until Feb, 16, it said. 'The 
former Canadian diplomat; replaced former U.N. human 
rights rapporteur' fop the' Islamic -republic,- Reynaldo.' 
Galindo Pohl, who angered the Iranian authorities after he 
wrote a. report criricial of the situation in Ifan'-fbur years 
ago. Iran had -since refused him a visa for further visits, but 
the authorities said in December that they would receive . 
the new U.N. rapporteur provided he based his'reprots bn 
“facts.” • . • • • 


Ajmarr grants amnesty to 65 prisoners for Ramadan 


Scandal over blood taints 


Ethiopians 1 'promised 


. AJMAN (AFP) — Some 65 prisoners in the United Arab 
•Emirates (U!A£) have- been pardoned' for the Muslim Holy 
Month of Ramadan, the official WAM news agnecysaid: 
The amnesty, issued by the governor of Ajman emirate. 
Sheikh Hamid Ben-Rashed Al Nuijni-, includes prisoners 
convicted of various crimes. Another amnesty was granted 
- Iasi week jn -the northern emirate of Ras A1 Khaimah for S3 
.prisoners as -a gesture during Ramadan. . . 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Ever 
since she was a child, Yafa 
Sahalu remembered hearing 
about Israel. 

“Jerusalem is the dream,” 
said Yafa, who came here 
with her family during the 
first airlift of Ethiopian Jews 
in 1985.- "God promised us 


we would go.” 

Years of hardship failed to 
dim the luster of the “prom- 


ised land.” But the revelation 
that Israel's blood bank was 
secretly throwing away 
Ethiopian donations for fear 
they were contaminated with 
tbe AIDS virus stunned the 
Sahalbs and the rest of 
Israel’s 56,000 Ethiopian 
Jews. 


The rejection of the blood 
struck a nerve far deeper and 
more painful than the myriad 
other slights the Ethiopians - 
have felt in Israel. It touched 
upon their very Jewishness, 
the one thing they clung to 
through centuries of exile. 

“I was a'ccepted in Israel ,” 
said Nathan Sabalu, Yafa’s 
husband. “I was invited to 
their weddings. I danced with 
them. I laughed with them. 
Now, even if I’m invited. I’m 
not going. Something is not 
the same.” 


pleaded a sign at the protest. • 

“We were lied to for many 
many years,” Adisu. Masala, 
a leader of the Ethiopian 
community, said of the blood 
rejection. “The decision was 
very stupid. It' was discri- 
mination.” 

The violence came .'at a' 
difficult time for foe govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who faces general 
elections amid stirrings of" dis- 
content from other ethnic 
groups left out of Israel's 
economic boom. 

In its wake, Mr. Peres 
promised- to. look into the- 
problems facing the Ethio-. 
pian community — ..from 
education to . housing to. 
suicides in the army. 


A protest last weekend by 
an estimated 10,000 Ethio^ 
pians deteriorated into rock- 
throwing that injured more 
than 70 people, stunning 
other ‘Israelis, who had. 
stereotyped the Ethiopians as 
a quiet, cheerful people. 

The medical argument — 
that Ethiopians have a higher . 
incidence of AIDS than the 
rest of Israeli society' — did 
little to shake the Ethiopians' 
conviction that the -blood' 
policy was racist. 

“We are blood brothers 
with all the Jewish people," 


“We have kept quiet for a 
long-time,” protest leader 
Muski Shibro-Zivan wrote in 
Israel's Maariv newspaper. - 
“We want the real problems 
to be addressed.” • 

Nathan and Yafa Sahalu. 
on the face of it, are 3 success 
story among Israel's Ethio- 
pian immigrants. 

They walked across the de- 
sert to Sudan, where they 
lived for a year in refugee 
camps before coming here 
during Operation Moses, 
Israel’s* covert airlift that res- 
cued 7,500 Ethiopian Jews 
from severe famine and 
drought. 


Fourteen thousands more 
arrived in Operation Solo- 
mon in 1991, during 
Ethiopia's civil war. 

After living' five years in 
temporary bousing, the Saha- 
lus moved into a spacious 
apartment in Neve Yaacov, a 
new neighbourhood in north- 
ern Jerusalem.' aided by a 
government grant that covers 
85 per cent of their mortgage. 

Nathan, a thin 41-year-old. 


. .with short-cropped hair .and a 
white knitted skullcap! works 
in a factory that makes alumi- 
num -window frames. ... 

Yafa, 31, .is -a hospital aide. 
She has brown eyes and an 
easy smile, mid tucks her hair 
under.a soft blue velvet hat in- 
keeping -with; observant Jew- 
ish tradition , .that requ ires 
married Women to cover theii , 
hair. 

They speak fluent' Hebrew, 
and their six children play 
with Israeli friends. A paint- 'j 
ing above their couch depicts,, j 
an Israeli village scene with i 
black-batted European Jew 
.in- the foreground, ■ 

They escaped the isolation 
.in segregated 'communities, 
that faced, many Ethiopian?. 
While Israelis' sometimes cal- 
led them “cushi” *r~.a deroga- 
tory word for blacks — they 
.said they never .felt discrimin- 
ated. against here. V 
Until now. . 

“The way I- feel is. I'm 
nothing.” said Yafa, gestur- 
ing with her hand as* if she 
were throwing away a piece' 
of garbage. . . ‘ 

She said she' worries; her 
children will branded with ‘ 
the stigma of AIDS and that 
she gets bad feelings at work- 
from people she had thought 
were friends.- ! 

“Pedple tell me that Ethio-. 
pians have HTV,” she said, *T 
get on the Jbus, everyone’s 
staring at me.” 

“I’m afraid 'to sit ‘close to 
people, to shake hands like 1 
used to,” added Nathan." 
“They think well pass it on 
to them.” 

Masala compared the blood 
rejection to the debate: after 
the first Ethiopian's arrived 
over whether .they were really 
: Jewish-- At the time;- some 
-rabbis demanded they .under- 
go a -symbolic conversion. 


Cabinet assured of vote 


' (Continued 
job," leftist deputy. Toujan. 
Faisal told tbe Jordan limes'. ' 
“What we demand is an im- 
provement. of the - situation' 


from page 1). 

ment 'undertook to tackle 


issues like unemployment 
and poverty in the Kingdom! 


puties) raised the issue (dur~ 
ihgr a meeting yesterday ) of 
the need. to safeguard public 
liberties ... it is based on this 
that I will evaluate the new • 
government.” 

Ms. Faisal had voted 
against -the governments of ; 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker- and 
Abdul Salam Majali,. But this 
time it is- different, she said.- 
;T had very. good reasons ■ 
for withholding confidence 
from the Maj?Ii and the Shar- 
if .Zeid* governments,” Ms. 
Faisal, raid. But ‘‘I have no- 
thing- against Mr. Kabariti. 
His' political record js; very 
recent.”- ”■ 

The - only female deputy 
said she would .vote for the' 


new Cabinet in principle, tnft- 
she would wait until fob. final 


make-up of" the new govern- * 
ment was determined before 
she decides.. 

■ .- The announcement - of the - „ 
formation* of the Cabinet 
came late in the evening ; 
yesterday. . ■ ** 

Ms. Faisal’s sUmd.is shared 
by other leftist and indepen : 
dent deputies. . • • 
.Bassam Hadda'din, also lef- 
tist, said that Mr. Kabariti 
Showed; a genuine intention 
.'of enhancing public' freedoms ’ 
and applying the rule of law. 

- . “If pressures' are alleviated 
on Mr. 'Kabariti, then there . 
will be positive change,” said . 
Mr. Had dad in. 

Centrist- Deputy Moham- 
mad AddoUb Zaben said that 
he will vote in favour of the 
government -if Jts policy state--. 


and poverty in the Kingdom! 

Independent Deputy 
' Abdullah Eitsour, now minis- 
ter of higher education, said 
! . the new era would be- fop era 
iof- democracy. 4 ‘ '•..*', 

• Three’ '.deputies spoke to 
. -the Jordan Times. beforelfaey 
- knew they would bp named 

• ministers.' , All expressed 
. hopes that foe new. govern- 
ment will bring change to the 
country, especially in enhanc- 
ing respect, for- human rights 
and public -freedoms. 

“Democracy will prevail in 
' the Kingdom! ".said Dr. En- 
. sour “There- will be radical 
change ... and* human rights, 
liberties and 'freedoms and 
fighting’corroption will be the 
headlines of the new stage/’ 

Hashem Dabbas, now 
minister of energy and miner- 
al resources! .had expressed 
‘ hope that his 16-member 
National Action Front would 
be represented in the govern- 
'. ment by five deputies instead 
of the actual four, but said 
that the front would-vote for- 
,• the government. . . 

■* Hammad Abu Jamous, 
who became minister of so-. 


from Irbid), who took over 
the tourism portfolio from 
Abed Hah Khatib, who was 
not included in the new line- 
up. Naser AA Lawzi, a new- 
comer to the Cabinet, was 
appointedtransport minister. 

' In. his letter of designation 
to Mr. Kabariti, King Hus- 
sein dearly spelt out his vi- 
sion of Jordan's future and 
the course through which that 
-vision could be achieved in 
terms of comprehensive 
change in the system of gov- 
ernment while upholding the 
principles of democracy, poli- 

* deal pluralism and respect of 
human rights (see frill text of 

• tbe King's -letter on page 7). 

According to sources close 
to- Mr.. Kabariti,’ the .new 
prime 'minister wanted to 
send a strong message of 
.commitment to public free- 
doms and democracy in the 
Kingdom by his dedsion to 
appoint a Parliament mem- 
ber, Awad Khleifat (deputy 
from Tafilch), as minister of 
interior,, a first-time appoint- 
ment for a parliamentarian in 
this post which is usually re- 
served for establishment fi- 
gures with strong links with . 
the security institutions. Mr. 
Khleifat served ^as minister of 
youth in the outgoing govern- 
ment. . . - • ' 


The appointment of Kama! 
Nasser, president of the Jor- 
dan Bar Association, as 
minister of administrative de- 
velopment was seen as "a com- 
. foiling mesrage to Jordanians 
who had been complaining of 
“regression”, in democratic 
practices with tbe former, 
government. 

Over and above these 
appointments', Mr. Kabariti’s 
choice of minister of informa- ' 
tion, Jordan's Ambassador to 
Israel Marwan Muasher. was 
expected to be received 
among the media circles in 
the Kingdom who' hold Dr. 
Muafoer id high esteem after 
his success as spokesman for 
the Jordanian delegation to 
Middle East peace negotia- 
tions: 


dal development, anticipated 
that members of the Demo-* 


era tic Parliamentary Coali- 
tion .bloc of which he is a 
member would all eventually 
become ministers! He ex- 
pressed hope that Mr. Kabar- 
itiY new government' would 
bring in positive change in all 
fields. 

“Since he was asked to 
form a government, we were 
behind him one hundred per 
cent,” Mr.- Abu . jamous said. 
“Mr, Kabariti, a member of 
tbe coalition, is highly qual- 
ified for the job.” — 


It is widely expected that 
Mr. Kabariti, working in- 
close concert with Dr. 
Muasher. will either abolish 
the* Ministry of Information 
or limit tbe ministry's role to 
administrative affairs rather 
than as e spokesman for foe 
government. 

Dr.' Muasher, who served' 
as press advisor at the Prime 
Ministry in 1989, was then a 
strong advocate of clearly de- 
fining the role of the Ministry 
of Information as an “admi- ” 
nistrative ministry." 

Mr., Kabariti's- option to 
retain the foreign affairs port- 
folio was -taken as a strong 
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indication of his determina- 
tion to personally continue to 
lead the course for better 
relations with the Gulf Arab 
states and the policy vis-a-vis 
Iraq as charted in the last few 
months in addition to consoli- 
dating tbe Kingdom’s strong 
ties with the United States 
and the West as well as Japan 
in general. 

Khaled Madadha. Jordan’s 
ambassador in Brussels, was 
appointed minister of state 
for foreign affairs. The 
appointment obviously kept 
■ the door open for Mr. Kabar- 
iti to delegate authority to the 
minister of state in most 
administrative aspects of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as 
well as to implement deci- 
sions related to foreign affairs 
taken by the prime minister 
and government. 


However, Mr. Kabariti is 
expected to personally deal 
with all important foreign 
policy issues and to keep in 
dose touch with key develop- 
ments on a daily basis. 

With his dose friend Awn 
Khasawneh as chief of the 
Royal Court as appointed by 
the King on Saturday, Mr. 
Kabariti is also assured of a ‘ 
harmonious relationship be- 
tween the Prime Ministry and 
the Royal Court. 

The absence of such a rela- 
tionship has often led to firio 
tion, observers say, ‘ dting 
several occasions in Jordan's 
history when the prime minis- 
ter could not see eye to eye 
with the chief of the Royal 
Court, who, by definition, 
remains close to the Monarch 
on a daily basis. 


Three advisors of the King 
resigned on Saturday in line 
with the turn to sweeping 
changes in power in the coun- 
try, and it was not known by 
press time on Sunday 
whether the Monarch had 
named their replacements ex- 
cept for Mustafa Qaisi, the 
former head of the General 
Intelligence Department, 
who was appointed as an 
advisor to- the King. 

Of the key economic team, 
Mr. Kabariti retained Plan- 
ning Minister Khalaf and 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Abul Ragtaeb in their 
jobs, but appointed Marwan 
Awad, a banker and former 
secretary general of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, as minister of finance 
to replace veteran Basel Jar- 
daneh. 


Abdullah Ensour, a 
technocrat-turned-politician 
and Member of Parliament 
(Salt) who served in a several 
former governments and who 
was eariier tipped to be 
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Abdul Razzaq Thubeishat, 
deputy from Irbid who has 


a deputy from Irbid who has 
served in previous govern- 
ments, became minister of 
municipal and .rural affairs 
and the environment. 


Abdul Hadi Majali (deputy 
from Karak). a former chief 
of staff of foe armed forces 
and ambassador ,who now 
heads one of the strongest 
centrist blocs in Parliament, 
was appointed minister of 
public works. 

Among the newcomers to 
the Cabinet is. Mofaamamd 
Daoudiyeh, a known joumal- 
isfovho was elected to Parlia- 
ment in the 1993 elections, 
from Tafileh, who took over 
tiie ministry of youth. 


Munther Al Masri, who 
served for many years as 
director general of foe Voca- 
tional Training Corporation, 
was appointed minister of 
education in what was seen as 
a move towards realigning 
the Kingdom’s education sys- 
tem towards meeting the re- 
quirements of the local 
labour market rather than 
turning out thousands of de- 
gree holders every year. 


Newcomers to the Cabinet 
include Mohammad Thweib, 
a deputy from Amman 
(minister of state of par- 
liamentary affairs), Hammad 
Abu Jamous (social develop- 
ment), Munir Sobar, a depu- 
ty from Amman (supply). 
Abdul Hafez Shakanbeh, a 
deputy from Madaba 
(labour), Mufleh Rheimi, a 
deputy from Jerash (minister 
of state without portfolio), 
Ahmad Qudah, a deputy 
from Ajloun (culture); Mus- 
tafa Shneikat, a deputy from 
Salt (agricutlure), Mahmoud 
Hweimel, a deputy from the 
Jordan Valley (minister of 
state without portfolio), and 
Mohammad Odeh Njadat, a 
deputy from Southern Be- 
douins (minister of state 
without portfolio). . 
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Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Pepper (hoi) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish !"!!!!!!!!!!!! 

String Beans ...!!.!.!!!!!!! 

Spamch 

Tomato 


... 700/500 
.... 620/620 
.... 55U/550 

820/600 

70/50 

...; 200/120 
.... 180/100 
... 15V Ml 
.. 280/ 180 
... 220/ 150 
.. IQHIMJO 
.... 200/120 
.... 3WICJ0 
.... 13V 80 
...250/ 180 

WO/Wl 

... 22U/ ISO 
...» 600/500 
.. 550/400 
.... S5UMCW 
.... 22O/I50 

180/100 

..750/500 
... 160/100, 
130/80 






named finance minister, 
joined the Cabinet as minis- 
ter of education. ' 

Abdul Karim Dughmi, a 
lawyer and Parliament mem- 
ber from Mafraq who has 
served in previous Cabinets, 
was named minister of justice 
to replace Hisham Al Tal, 
who was moved to the Prime 
Ministry as minister of state. 

Hashem Dabbas, a deputy 
from Salt who has served as 
minister of posts and tele- 
communications and eariier 
as head of the audit bureau, 
took over the Minisfry of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources to replace Samih 
Darwazeh. 
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Home News 


Profiles of members of the new Cabinet 


Following an profiles of the members of 
Prime Minister AMul Karim Kabariti's new 
Cabinet which was sworn In Sonde/.* 


Abdullah Ensour 
Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion 



Bom in Salt in 1939. he 
obtained his BSc from the 
American L'nivenity ut Hein;:. 
i masters from Wayne State 
University in !9tiS and a d»s:- 
t orate in faunun resources plan- 
ning from Sorbomte Uniters::* in Pari-* Hr <: 
director general of the Budget Deports*-:-.!. Jire 
the Income Tax Department and ss ms era! :v.r: 
posts. He is a member of tiir p:e*r::: Pa::;., 7V 
resenting Baiqa dtvtnct 


‘.vrrai 

’* 11 f : ’ 


A wad Khldfat 
Minister of Interior 


B\>m in Wadi Musa in 1945, he 
obtained a HA in history front 
the Uni versus ol Jordan JUf-,7 
and a doewrare from London 
University in l»»7.V He w asted 
os chairman of the University 
Jordans History Dejurare::: 
before becoming Yamu'uk Ur tv a:*, c.-, •. 
and later Muta L’mv entity pirv.-dr::: 
youth. He became minister of Lii;':-r ; J . 
government of Shan* 2eid Bet: :: 

member of the present Pafiusr.e::? 
met. 



Abdul Hudi A1 Majali 
Minister of Public Works 
and Housing 


Bom in JCuak. t« 1934. he 
cbttiucd a BSc in civil engineer- 
ing from Baghddad University 
in 1957 and served as Jordan's 
ambassador to the U.S., then as 
Public Sccuntv Department direct ■: Hr c ir?« t.'i- 
Arrocd Forces and served as chief u: yjj; lie is mem- 
ber of the present Parliantcni iron: Kara*. Jistr.ii. 



Abdul Karim Dughmi 
Minister of Justice 


Bom in Mafraq in 1955. he j 
completed his school education i 
in 1973 and obtained a BA in ; 
law in 1977. He worked as a ■; 

Sawyer and became minister of \ 
municipal affairs in the govern- 
ment of Mudar Badran in 198y. He s.v member t*i Par* 
liamem from Mafraq district. 



Jamal Saraireh 
Minister of Post and Com- 
munications 



Born in Hashimiya near Karofc 
in 1954. he finished school in 
Karak in 1971 and got h&BA in 
English from Kuwait University 
in 197b. He worked for ARAM- 
CO between 1978- 1982 and as 2 
representative of the Topline company m JurJan. 
Syria. Lebanon and Turkey since He was elect- 
ed member of the Lower House u! Parliament in IvSv 
and became minister of post and comniunicatirnv. He 
was elected in 1993 os member ut Pariiarr.em :n Karok 
district and was appointed minister of pus: and com- 
munications for the second time. 


Samir Kawar 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation 



Bom in Salt in 1934. he 
received his masters degree in 
agricultural equipment design 
from Texas University. He 
worked as an engineer first in 
Dcir Alla, Jordan Valley, and then at the phosphate 
mines in Al Hasa, nearTofileh He became minister of 
water and irrigation in the government of Sharif Z.-id 
Ben Shaker. Kawar is member of Pu-.Jiamen: ot the 
Balqa district. 


AH Abul Ragheb 
Minister of Industry 
Trade 


and 


Bom in Amman in 1946. he 
obtained a BSc in civil engineer- 
ing from the U.S. in 1967 and 
served in several posts including 
those at the Ministry of Munici- 
pal and Rural Affairs and the 
Amman Municipality. He was presides: «: 
tractors association between 198*. a:;J 
served as minister of industry and uide. : 
energy between 1991 and 1993. He ;■> msm 
liamem for the Balqa distneu 




Saleh lrbheidat 
Minister or Tourism 
Antiquities 


and 



Bom in Irbid in 1946. he com- 
pleted his school in irbid and 
Egypt when: he itbiained a BSc 
in engineering in I97U. In 1975 
he became a teacher at an engi- 
neering college in Germany where he aim nhiameu a 
doctorate degree. He worked f ,J " pft'ate sector 
until he became minister of youth tr. the poH*m:;:ent 
of Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker in 199!. He ss member .d 
Parliament of Irbid district. 


Abdul Razzaq Thbcishat 
Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment 


Bom in Irbid in 1939. he 
obtained his BA in medicine .j 
from Istanbul University. He 
worked for the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and later as general prac- 
titioner in Irbid before becoming 
mayor of the city. He held several ministerial pj.vt> 
He represents Irbid district in the Lower House nl Par 
liamem. 



A rtf itataioeh 
Minister «f Health 


ISi-m s:i Barha m 1931, hr wav 
edu.v.ird at Bir Zrt! University 
a;:d Liter nrcnveJ a BSc ut med- 
u;in».- (tori London I'oiv civil y in 
!9r«ii. He worked for die Joidon- 
:an Allied Fun.cs and was 
apncnntrd direct.. r ot Al Hussein 
Medical Centre in 1980. In 19*^] he Ivcaine diirctnr 
oi the Ruyal Medical Services and later health niiniv 
ter serving under Prime Minister Shant Zeid Ben 
Shaker, lie repre.-a^iiv Iibid divtni-t in the Lower 
House ff P jili anient 



Abdul Salam Abbudi 
Minister nf Awqaf 
Islamic Affairs 


and 



Burr, m Amman in 1943. he fin- 
ished ‘s.ho-'l in 1959 before 
jfitsmg die Sharia College in 
r.’arr.jsi’ui where he obtauvd a 
B.\ dreire :n Islamic law in 
Ni>. ; He worked al guverr.iiteni wrlnsiK until l^frf. 
or*-. e ui\r.j to Caim ui obtain his master:, and Jlk.- 
t rate degrees m :‘I7^ Later he winked tin ihe Min 
j»!i> • : Aw. t aJ and a*, a teat. he: ar the Univer-itv ut 
'• and served \i\ several posts. Me veneiia*. min 

.a .-Vaqaf jjj J 993. 


Rima Klialuf 
Minister of Planning 


:n Kuwait tit 1**53. s?if 
::.pie!ed her s.h vi cdu».a:i,.n 

::V :i and !a!cr oblailieJ a 

BA ;r. econenucs trt-ni the 
Arnrricar. L'ra versify ni Betp.it 
*n iWf. Shv* went to the U S 



w:;ne -die obtattied a masters and di<tor.ite tlegrees in 
system science economics in I9S4. Bctwerii l‘>S5 and 
19*^1 she worked for the Ministry of Planning and she 
served as head ol Jordan i-lxport lVveitqimrm and 
Comn-.etciai Centres Corporation be I me bivoiuiiig 
minister in 1993 


Hashem Dabbas 
Minister of Energy 
Mineral Resources 


and 


Bom :n Salt, lie obtained his BA 
its commerce lr.«ni Cairo Uni- 
versity and Ins masters and doc- 
torate degrees from the U.S. in 
i9t3. He served as director of 
the Department of Statistics in 1971), as Ministry nf 
Industry and Trade secretary general until l‘»St) and as 
head of the Audit Bureau. He represents Balqa (inver- 
nuratc in the Lower House of Parliament. 



Mohammad Thwcib 
Minister of Stale for ParUar 
meotarv Affairs . 



Bom in Taamreh near Bethle- 
hem in 1941. he finished his 
school education in Bethlehem 
tn I960 and obtained a BA in 
arts from Beirut Arab University 
in 19o7. He worked as a teacher tor 24 years and 
served as member of Parliament between 1984 and 
198S. He iv member of Parliament for Amman's .sec- 
ond district. 


Hisham Tal 

Minister of State for Prime 

Ministry Affairs 


Bom in Irbid in 1942. he fin- 
ished bis secondary education in 
Ammon and obtained a BA in 
law- trum Damascus University 
in 19W and wjlv a practising 
lawyer until 1991 when he 
became a judge at the Higher Court of Justice. He 
served os minister of justice in the outgoing govern- 
ment. 



Ham mad Abu Jamous 
Minister or Social Develop- 
ment 


bum m Amman, he finished 
school in 1*>5K and obtained a 
degree in engineering trum the 
U.K. in JW-1. He served in sever- 
al pnvale sector posts. He is now 
member of Parliament representing the l-irsi District 
of Amman. 


% 


Munir Sobar 
Minister of Supply- 


Bum >n Wadi Sir in 1949. he 
.ibtained a BSc in civil engi- 
nrenng Irom Ankara University 
*:< 1973. He worked at thr Min- 
islry of Public Works until 1982 
■a ben he opened a private engi- 
neering oMice at Bayadcr Wadi 
Sir. He :s mentbri u! Parliament rtpievenung llie Filltl 
District ol Amman. 



Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
Minister of Labour 


Bom in Jedeidch in 1950. he 
obtained a degree in medicine in 
Moscow in 1975. He has 
worked in privaie practice as a 
physician. He was elected as 
member of Parliament in 1 99 3 
ejections :n thr Sixth DisiTricr of Amman 



Munlhcr A! Masri 
Minister of Education 


Bom in Nablus in 1935. he hn- 
tsJted school education in the 
city and obtained a BA degrees 
in electrical engineering from 
London University in 1958, a 
masters degree from Birming- 
ham University in 1959, a BSc in mathematics I rom 
London Univcrisiy in 1961 and j doctorate degree in 
technical education from London University in I98S 
He a us director of ihe Vucaiioiu! 1 raining foqHira- 



lion ltom 1977 in 1988 and laicr as secretary eer.era! a; 
the Ministry of Education until 1995 


Mifieh Al Ruh«uni 
Minister of Suite 


He is member of 
Parliament irpre- 
vtning the dLstnct 
ol J crash. 



Ahmad Qudah 
MinbfUT of Culture 


Born tn Em Janna near Ajloun tn 
1**411, hr obtained a degree in 
medicine from Istanbul Univer- 
sity in 19t>9 and served at the 
Ministry of Health. He wj> 
director of Ajloun Health 
Dcpanment and bter became director of North 
Shuneh and Jerash health departments. He is member 
ut Parliament representing the Ajloun district. 



Mustafa Shncikat 
Minister of Agriculture 


Bom in Ualqj Govemi-rjte 
where hr finished his secondary 
education, lie hold a BA degree 
in medicine Hr winked al a pri- 
vate clinic in the Jordan Valley 
until he was elected to die 
Lower House of Parliament in Iv93 representing th. 
Balqa district 



Mahmoud Huweimil 
Minister of Stale 


He is member ol Parlia- 
ment since I9H9 repre- 
senting the district uf 
Karjk 



Mohammad Daoudiya 
Minister of Youth 


Born in H-4 in 1947. he obtained 
a diploma in English from 
Amman schools and worked for 
the Ministry uf Education from 
1968 to I97fi. He was a culuntnist 
in Al Dustour Arabic daily from 
197<i to 1992 when he was appointed director «»i the 
intiimutuin office at the Royal Court. He was elected 
member of Parliament in 1993 in Taft leh. 



Mohammad Odeh Njadat 
Minister of State 


He is a career anny officer who 
retired in 1993 after reaching the 
rank of major-general. He was 
elected member of Parliament in 
the 1993 elections representing 
the Southern Badia district 


Kama! Nasser 

Minister of Administrative 

Development 



He was bom in Ramin, near 
Tulkarem on the West Bank in 
1944 and finished his secondary 
education in Nablus in 1962. He 
obtained a BA degree in law 
from Damascus University in 1966 and masters and 
Doctorate degrees from Cairo University in 1980. He 
practised law since then and in 1993 was elected pres- 
ident of the Jordon Bar Association, a position he held 
until his appointment as minister in the government uf 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 


Marwan A wad 
Minister of Finance 



He was bom in Jerusalem in 1951 
and finished his secondary edu- 
cation there. He then studied at 
the University of Jordan and 
obtained a BA degree in busi- 
ness administration in 1973 and 
later his MA from the U.S. He worked at ihe Cemrai 
Bank of Jordan and later served for some time as act- 
ing director of the Arab Institute lor Bonking Studies 
before joining the Ministry of Industry and Trade as 
secretary general, a post he held until mid-1993 when 
he became general manager and member of the board 
of directors of the Middle East Investment Bank. 


K huled Madadha 

Minister nf State for Foreign Affairs 


Bum m Salt in 1938. he finished school in Amman jnd 
later obtained a masters degree in economics in l**rt2 
from the American Unviersily of Beirut. He served 
with the Foreign Ministry since 1962 and in several 
ambassadorial posts. He was until now ambassador to 

Belgium. 


Nascr Lawzi 
Minister of Transport 


Bom in Amman in 1957, he fin- 
ished school in 1975 and brer 
obtained a degree in civil engi- 
neering from the University of 
Texas in 1979. He worked for 
the Ministry uf Public Works 
and then in ihe private sector 
from 1984 until now 



Marwan Muasher 
Minister of Information 


Aged 39, Mr. Muasher was bom 
in Salt. He has three engineering 
degrees front Purdue and holds a 
doctorate in computer sciences. 

1 le served as the director uf the 
Jordan Information Bureau :n 
Washington, D.C.. and 
spokesman of the Jordanian 
negotiating team with Israel before becoming Jordan’s 
ambassador to Israel. 
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Government agreement with oil 
company referred to Parliament 


AMMAN tJ.T.l — A draft 
agreement between the 
government and the 
National Oil Company 
(NOO granting the compa- 
ny a 50-year concession to 
prospect lor oil and natural 
gas in Jordan has been 
referred to Parliament. The 
government has asked the 
Lower House to make dis- 
cussion of the draft a prior- 
ity in order to enable the 
company to begin its work, 
a government statement 
said Sunday. 

The agreement between 
the government and the 
NOC was drafted last 
December following a Cab- 
inet decision earlier in 
March to establish a gov- 
ern mem -control led compa- 
ny to prospect for oil and 
natural gas. according to 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Peira. 

Under the draft agree- 
ment. the company *s 
allowed to conduct 


itu: work, and appropriate 
or !ea.se property for its 
exploration operations, 
according to the draft 


prospecting operations in 
areas close to the King- 
dom’s international borders 
with Syna. Iraq and Saudi 
.Arabia ami to market the or! 
arid gas in Jordan and 
abroad on a purely com- 
mercial basis, Petra said . 

The NOC will drill wells, 
set op storage facilities and 
Say pipelines and other 
installations necessarv for 


agreement. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwiizeh, who signed the 
draft agreement with NOC 
Board Chairman Rajab 
Scad said last December 
that the concession allows 
the company to conduct 
seismologies], geophysical 
and aerial surveys as pan of 
its exploration work. 

The JD 20 million com- 
pany was established last 
July. It will be allowed to 
drill for water in the areas 
under its concessions for its 
own purposes, according to 
the agreement. The 
agreement also stipulates 
that the company secure 
funds for its operations 
without relying on the gov- 
ernment fur support. 

Under the draft agree- 
ment the company and the 
government will split the 
profits from the sale of oil 
and gas and provides for 
file company to obtain 
licence for importing vari- 
ous equipment and appara- 
ta needed for its operations 
free of customs duty or 
other taxes. 

But the agreement also 
empowers the minister of 
energv and mineral 


resources to have complete 
technical and financial 
supervision over the com- 
pany’s operations to 
ensure that it abides by the 
agreement. 

The government has the 
right to end the concession 
deal with the company 
should the latter cede its 
concession to another party 
without due approval 
from the Council of Minis- 
ters or if it took measures 
considered as a violation of 
the contract with the gov- 
ernment. 

According to Mr. Dar- 
waceh the NOC will submit 
a biannual report to the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources on its 
plans and activities. 

Also JD 250 QUO will be 
allocated for an emergency 
fund used for purchasing 
food to be distributed to the 
needy Jordanian families 
during the month of 
Ramadan and Eid al Fitr . 

An official statement 
which said that the decision 
has been taken upon direc- 
tives of His Majesty King 
Hussein w ho announced 
the formation of a special 
committee to take charge of 
this mission. 


Jordan, Germany launch Amman 
water network replacement project 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Saleh Irsheidai and German 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Heinrich Reiners Sunday 
launched a project to 
replace the water network 
in the Amman districts of 
Luweibdeh, Jabal Amman 
and Wadi Saqra. 

The German Develop- 
ment Bank is providing a 
JD 11 million soft loan to 
help the ministry carry out 
the scheme, according o 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation. The ministry 
said work in the three dis- 
tricts, which began on Sun- 
day, will cost around JD 4 
million. 

Visiting on the work sites, 
Mr. Reiners said, '’We have 
decided to help Jordan in 
any way we can to improve 
the water situation of the 
capital through a two-phase 
project ... We are provid- 
ing JD 11 million for the 


first phase and JD 22 mil- 
lion for the second phase 
starting later this year. I 
hope Germany will offer 
more loans for the other 
phases.” 

"The network substitution 
project is very important 
but very costly too.” said 
the minister in a statement 
to Jordan Television while 
•accompanying the German 
envoy to the work site. 
**We estimate that the sub- 
stitution of all the worn-out 
networks in the Kingdom 
will cost JD 200 million, 
which is too big for the 
state treasury to bear” said 
Dr. IrsheidaL 

"It is hoped that all the 
networks will be changed 
within four years, at which 
time the ministry will intro- 
duce a new water distribu- 
tion system," said the min- 
ivter. 

Dr. Irsheidai said the next 
replacement phase emails 


substitution of networks in 
Jabal Hussein, Jabal Srouor 
and pans of Jabal Amman 
and Jabal Nuzha. He said 
nearly JD 1.5 million from 
the German loan will go 
towards financing the pur- 
chase of equipment for the 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) to help it with its 
work. 

In the Jabal Amman and 
Luweibdeh projects, the 
water authority will lay 156 
kilometres of pipes, and in 
the Jabal Hussein -Qusur - 
Nuzha project, 215 kilome- 
tre pipes will be laid, 
according to the minister. 

Dr. Irsheidai who has just 
returned from a visit to 
Germany for talks on Ger- 
man aid to the country’s 
water projects said the 
German government 
promised further assistance 
to the Kingdom to help it 
cany through the whole 
substitution project. 


‘2 Yadoudeh Highway accident 
victims remain in hospital’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Two victims 
of Friday’s fatal road colli- 
sion that killed seven peo- 
ple, all from the same fami- 
ly, and injured 12 more, 
remained hospitalived Sun- 
day in fair condition, hospi- 
tal sources said. 

A hospital official told the 
Jordan Times Sunday that 
1 0 of the victims who were 
admitted to Al Bashir Hos- 
pital were discharged on 
Saiurday. 

“We only have two peo- 
ple left, and they are listed 
m fair condition and will be 
released from hospital in 
ihe next few days." the hos- 
pital official said. 

The accident, which 


occurred at the Yadoudeh 
Highway, 10 kilometres 
south of Amman, was the 
third worst to be reported in 
the Kingdom since the 
beginning of the year. 

It involved a pickup truck 
heading from Amman to 
Yadoudeh and a bus com- 
ing from the other direc- 
tion. a Public Security 
Department (PSD) report 
said. 

Die pickup truck driver, 
Ahmad Mohammad. 31, 
who the report said was 
speeding, lost control of his 
vehicle rammed into the 
dividing rails and slammed 
into an oncoming bus dri- 
ven by Khader Adel, 41. 

Tne impact instantly 
killed seven of the 14 truck 
passengers, the report said. 


adding that five of them 
were between the ages of 
one-year and 16. 

During the month of Jan- 
uary, more than 20 people 
were killed and dozens 
more were injured in road 
accidents, according to offi- 
cial reports. 

On Jan. 25, six people, all 
from the same family, were 
killed when the pickup 
truck they were riding in 
collided with a lorry on the 
Azraq Highway. 

On Jan. 23. six passen- 
gers, also riding in a pickup 
truck, were killed when 
Lheir vehicle collided with a 
bus on the Balama High- 
wav. 


WHAT*S GOING ON 


FILM 

* “Milou en Mai” at the French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.ra. 


PLAY/CONCERT 


* “Ramadan Supermarket” (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. and a concert by Al Hannounah Band for Popular Art at 8:00 

pm EXHIBITIONS 

* Engravings by French artists at the French Cultural Centre (until 
Feb. 29). 

■Paintings exhibition “A Moment of Dream” by Amer Bani Yassin at 


the Housing Bank Complex (until Feb. 5). 


* Prinimaking and paintings by Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik at Da rat 
Al Funun, Jabal Luweibdeh. Also displaying paintings and sculptures 
by contemporary artists (until Feb. 18). 









4 World News 

Chechens stage mass protest to 
press for Russian troop pullout 



GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Tens of thousands of 
Chechens staged a peaceful 
demonstration Sunday to 
press for a Russian troop 
pullout in the biggest show 
of popular discontent since 
the civil war began 14 
months ago. 

The massive demonstra- 
tion, which rallied at least 
35,000 people from the cap- 
ital and nearby areas, came 
a day after the commander 
of Russian forces in 
Chechenya, General Via- 
cheslav Tikhomirov, hinted 
his army could soon leave 
the republic. 

Demonstrators chanting 
“withdraw Russian troops" 
hoisted portraits of sepa- 
ratist leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev onto the walls of 
the presidential palace. 

The centre of Grozny was 
teeming with demonstrators 
and awash with green flags, 
the colours of the Chechen 
separatists. 

All police units in Grozny 
were on alert Moscow 
Echo radio said. But no vio- 
lent incidents were reported 
and Russian military road- 
blocks waved through 
demonstrators pouring in 
from nearby Sbali without 
making any checks. 

The police presence was 
scant in downtown Grozny. 


but truckloads of Russian 
Interior Ministry Special 
Forces were on patrol near- 
by. 

Some Russian soldiers 
stationed in the town went 
into hiding when the masses 
started descended on the 
centre, an AFP correspon- 
dant said. 

Others were bracing 
themselves for possible 
trouble, “we have received 
full authorisation, including 
to shoot," one of the sol- 
diers said, under cover of 
anonymity. 

This is the biggest demon- 
stration organised since 
Russian forces entered 
Cbechenya to crush a sepa- 
ratist uprising on Dec. 11, 
1994. 

Pressure has been build- 
ing on President Boris 
Yeltsin to end the civil war 
in Chechenya, particularly 
in the wake of a botched 
Russian assault last month 
to free hostages held by a 
Chechen commando in 
Dagestan, as well as the 
approach of June presiden- 
tial polls in which Mr. 
Yeltsin is likely to stand. 

The demonstration got 
underway Sunday morning 
with some 10,000 people 
rallying in the centre of the 
Chechen capital, just hun- 
dreds of metres from the 


headquarters of the 
Moscow-instalJed adminis- 
tration of Doku Zavgayev. 

Their ranks were swelled 
at midday by the arrival of 
some 25,000 people from 
nearby Shall and Gudermes, 
located southeast of 
Chechenya, and a second 
column comprising thou- 
sands more from Urus- 
Martan in the southwest 

“I have lots of friends in 
Russia, 1 have worked there 
and 1 did my military ser- 
vice there. But 1 was forced 
to take up arms and kill to 
defend my homeland and 
my people." said one 
demonstrator, Aslambek 
Sanguyryev. 

Salaudy Tukhayev, one of 
the protest organisers, said 
some demonstrators intend- 
ed to “stay there day and 
night, until the departure of 
the last Russian soldier 
from Chechen territory." 

A committee has been set 
up to feed the demonstra- 
tors. who will camp out in 
the centre of town, Mr. 
Tukhayev said. 

This could pose problems 
as there is a curfew in force 
after 7:00 p.m. (1600 
GMT), although it is violat- 
ed on a nightly basis by 
gunfire exchanges between 
Russian soldiers and rebel 
soldiers. 


Gen. Tikhomirov, com- 
mander of Moscow's forces 
in Chechenya, said Saturday 
that Russian policy would 
undergo “a 180 degree" 
turn, possibly indicating 
Moscow would withdraw 
its troops. 

He said talks were under- 
way between Moscow and 
Mr. Zavgayev’s administra- 
tion on a plan to withdraw 
Russian soldiers from the 
republic. 

Mr. Yeltsin, for his pan, 
has promised to announce 
proposals for a peaceful 
solution to the Chechen 
conflict in the coming days. 

The Chechen security 
minister. Abu Movsayev, 
has warned that fighting 
would resume if Russia did 
not pull its troops out of the 
Caucasian republic. 

“We have submitted an 
ultimatum to Russian troops 
and if it is not taken on 
board, we will launch large- 
scale fighting," he told AFP 
Sunday. 

The civil war has left at 
least 25,000 civilians dead 
as well as thousands of sol- 
diers on both sides. At pre- 
sent. the Russian army only 
controls Grozny and the 
main routes in the republic. 


Brutal cold snap sweeps across U.S. 


CHICAGO (R) — Brutal Arctic weather 
swept across most of the United States 
Saturday, with three quarters of the country 
shivering in sub-zero temperatures as the 
death toll mounted due to the cold snap. 

In Chicago at least seven people have 
died in the past few days in fires while try- 
ing to keep warm. Houston police said a 53- 
year-old man died Friday when his clothes 
caught fire from burning coals be was using 
to keep warm in his apartment. 

Television stations cautioned residents 
against such problems as “eyelash freeze" 
and warned that the killer cold could freeze 
jewelry to flesh. 

The Winter Carnival Parade in St. Paul. 
Minnesota, was hit by the withdrawals of 
high school marching bands whose trum- 
pet, tuba and French ham players were 
afraid their lips would freeze to their instru- 
ments. 

Record lows were reported across the 
country. In Lincoln, Nebraska, it was minus 
21 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 30 Celsius) 
— the lowest temperature recorded in 110 
year. 

In International Falls, Minnesota, the 
thermometer plunged to minus 30 degrees F 
(minus 34 C), but with the windchill factor 
it was much colder. 

In Chicago, where the mayor declared a 
cold weather emergency Friday, it was 
minus 16 degrees (minus 26 C) overnight 

Demand for heating soared and Northern 
Illinois Gas asked residential customers to 
turn down thermostats to 65 degrees (19 C) 
or lower as they struggled to keep pace with 
soaring usage. 

Peoples Gas Light and Coke Co., which 
serves 839,000 Chicago customers, said 
demand was almost double (hat of a normal 
winter day. 

Illinois Gov. Jim Edgar announced the 
release of 55.2 million in federal funds to be 
used to reconnect heating for residents 
whose gas or electricity had been cut off 
due to failure to pay bills. 

Motoring organisations were also strug- 
gling to cope. The Minneapolis office of the 
American Automobile Association reported 
250 calls an hour, almost eight times the 
normal pace with waits for a tow track of 
up to 10 hours. 

The cold snap led to chaos on Texas 
roads, with five deaths reported on ice- 
slickened highways since Thursday. 

Even in the southern state of Georgia, a 
state of emergency was declared by Gov. 


Zell Miller for the northern third of the state 
after a winter storm knocked out power, 
iced roads and downed trees and utility 
poles. 

Forecasters at privately-owned Weather 
Services Corporation said the Arctic winds 
would shift from the midwest to the east 
over the next few days, providing some 
relief early next week for those shivering at 
home. 

Washington was blanketed in 6 to 8 inch- 
es (15-20 cm) of snow — way lower than 
last month’s snowfall which caused federal 
government to close down and paralysed 
air. road and rail travel in the area. 

In New York, officials expected up to 10 
inches (25 cm) of snow. Average annua] 
snowfall is about 14 inches (35 cm) in New- 
York, but the city has already had 45 inches 
(113 cm) so it • this year. 

Canadians shiver 

Canadians shivered Saturday as frigid 
Arctic air shattered temperature records and 
tested the country’s resolve in its annual 
battle against winter. 

In Ontario. Canada’s most-populous 
province, low temperature records were 
broken in several cities as a cold front blew 
in from western Canada this weekend. 

Icy weather has gripped die Canadian 
prairies for several weeks and turned cars 
into iceboxes, threatened cattle herds and 
forced people to huddle inside their homes. 

In Alberta, cattle ranchers are covering 
the ears of newborn calves to ward off 
frostbite. 

Dave Small, a weather specialist with 
Environment Canada in Toronto, said a 
continental Arctic air mass has blanketed 
the country from coast to coast. 

“As a result we have record-breaking 
temperatures running in the minus 30s 
(Celsius) and minus 40s." Mr. Small said in 
an interview. 

The coldest spot in Canada early Saturday 
was Shepherd Bay, North West Territories, 
where temperatures sank to minus 54 
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 48 degrees C). 

Shepherd Bay is about 1,000 kilometres 
northwest of the territorial capital of 
Yellowknife. 

In Toronto, which has seen lows of minus 
1 1 degrees (-24 degrees C), two homeless 
men froze to death on the streets of 
Canada's largest city last week despite the 
fact there are empty beds in many hostels. 
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The sun shines deceptively over Chicago's lakefront as temperatures hovered around 
-15 degrees Fahrenheit at mid-day Saturday. Temperatures, which have set new 
record lows throughout the midwest are expected to warm slightly over the next few 
days 


Keating 
gets more 
bad news 
ahead of 
elections 


SYDNEY (R) — Austra- 
lian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating, well behind in 
opinion polls ahead of the 
Match 2 general election, 
was dealt a further blow 
Sunday when the conserva- 
tive opposition looked set 
to win a key by-election. 

Mr. Keating, trying to put 
behind him a first week’s 
campaigning dominated by 
a confident opposition 
leader John Howard, was 
attempting to put a brave 
face on his Labour Party’s 
performance in the 
Queensland state seat of 
Mundingburra. 

Both Mr. Keating and Mr. 
Howard played down the 
importance of Saturday's 
poll in LabouT-held 
MuDdingbunra, with the 
final outcome not likely to 
be known until Tuesday, 
but political analysts said 
the likely Liberal victory 
could not be dismissed. 

A Liberal triumph, with 
their candidate Frank Tami 
holding a handy 800-vote 
lead at the close of count- 
ing Sunday, would plunge 
Queensland into political 
crisis, casting an unwanted 
shadow over the federal 
polls campaign. 

The ruling Labour Party 
would lose its one-seat 
majority giving both the 
Labour and Liberal parties 
44 seats each in the state 
parliament with an inde- 
pendent holding the bal- 
ance of power. 

The independent, Liz 
Cunningham, has frequent- 
ly voted with the opposi- 
tion since her election last 
July, but has refused to say 
during the campaign who 
would gain her support in 
the event of a hung parlia- 
ment 

The independent’s deri- 
sion will lead to either 
Labour retaining power in 
the state, the coalition tak- 
ing power on the invitation 
of the state governor, or a 
new election. 

Queensland’s Labour 
Premier Wayne Goss said 
the likely result in the seat 
was disappointing and did 
not bode well for the feder- 
al Labour Party in its fight 
to hold seats in Queensland 
in the March 2 poll. 

Mr. Keating, eight per- 
centage points behind the 
coalition of Liberal and 
National parties in opinion 
polls, tried to distance the 
federal campaign from 
Mundingburra. 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 5, 1996 



President Bill Clinton shakes hands with members of the crowd while holding young 
Tristan Machos in his arms after a rally in Manchester, New Hampshire Saturday: 
Mr. Clinton spoke to a crowd gathered in the SL Cedle Social Hall about -crime and 
community policing as he campaigned in the first-in-the-nation presidential primary 
state (Reuter photo) 

Bob Dole stresses family 
values in Iowa campaign 


MARION. Iowa (R) — Bob Dole returned 
to the Republican presidential nomination 
campaign trail in Iowa Saturday for a two- 
day blitz of this (arm state hoping to open 
up his lead over curreat chief challenger 
Steve Forbes doggedly nipping at his heels. 

At a rally earlier in Dubuque, Sen. Dole 
tried to gain strength with the strong 
Christian right bloc in the state by stressing 
an ami-abortion stand as a way to distance 
himself from Mr. Forbes. 

Mr. Foibes, who says he is against abor- 
tion but does not have the support of the 
powerful anti-abortion National Right to 
Life Committee, said he wants to change 
the national attitude permitting legal abor- 
tions. 

Sen. Dole, who stressed his small-town 
roots and “family values," said his first act 
as president if elected in November would 
be to reverse executive orders signed by 
President Bill Clinton that relaxed some 
anti-abortion rules. 

“The (White House) Oval Office should 
be a place of moral leadership for 
America.” Sen. Dole said. “For the past 
three years it has not been." 

U.S. policies should be rooted in 
American values, “but our president has 
advocated policies that undermine these 
values," Sen. Dole said. 

Sen. Dole ignored Mr. Forbes at his rally 
of 150 supporters here at a fiberglass bath- 
tub manufacturing warehouse, telling 
reporters beforehand that “I don’t talk about 
Forbes." 

But in his talk here, without mentioning 
Mr. Forbes’ name. Sen. Dole called on all 
candidates to release their income taxes, 
which multi-millionaire Forbes has refused 
todo. 

Sen. Dole also played down his age of 72, 
saying some people said “our generation 
ought to retire, well our generation has a lot 
of juice left." If elected. Sen. Dole would be 
the oldest first-terra U.S. president ever. 

The Senate majority reader from neigh- 
bouring Kansas has been slipping in polls 
while Mr. Forbes, 48, has put on a self- 
financed, multi-mill i on-dollar TV attack ad 
campaign that has moved him into second 
place. 

Sen. Dole is a familiar figure in this state 
which holds presidential preference voting 
caucuses on Feb. 12, the second presiden- 
tial preference test after Louisianans voting 
on Feb. 6 . But only Texas Senator Phil 
Gramm and columnist Pat Buchanan are 
competing in chat southern state test. 

Sen. Dole told the crowd here that the 
Louisiana caucus will be “dismissed" since 
only two are contesting that state while ail 
nine active candidates are on the Iowa cau- 
cus ballots. 

Sen. Dole is expected to win in Iowa as he 
did in his 1988 try for the presidential nom- 
ination. only to see his efforts go for naught 
after George Bush beat him in a bitter race 
in the New Hampshire presidential primary 
that year. 

Three recent polls show Sen. Dole slip- 
ping while Mr. Forbes has moved ahead of 
him in New Hampshire, which holds the 
first primary voting for presidential nomi- 
nating delegates on Feb. 20. 

Mr. Forbes, who is campaigning to abol- 


ish the federal income tax system and 
replace it with a simple 17 per cem flat tax, 
finished a two-day bus trip here Friday 
where he was greeted by large crowds eager 
to hear the self-described Washington out- 
sider. 

Sen. Dole struck out generally at the flat 
lax saying he is for “a fairer, flatter, simpler 
tax" but would oppose any that shifts tax 
burdens to the middle class. 

At the bathtub warehouse here, the Senate 
majority leader addressed a crowd which 
also saw Sen. Dole's campaign movie 
stressing his early life, including how he 
was wounded in Italy in World War II, 
wounds that nearly killed him and left him 
with a virtually useless right arm. 

Sen. Dole planned morning to night 
appearances in Iowa through Sunday. 

He was escorted by Iowa's popular 
Republican Sen. Charles Grassley, who 
charged Mr. Clinton was a “political oppor- 
tunist" leading his Democratic Party. 

Sen. Dole opened up his appearance here 
with a moment of silence for the first 
American killed in Bosnia from a landmine 
earlier Saturday. 

Meanwhile President Clinton Saturday 
stressed anti-crime efforts, pressed for a 
• hike in the minimum wage and called for a 
bipartisan health reform bill as he wound up 
campaigning through New Hampshire. 

Mr. Clinton, who is unchallenged in New 
Hampshire’s first-in-the-nation primary, 
criss-crossed the state during his two-day 
swing to meet enthusiastic crowds and 
expand on themes he touched on in his 
State of the Union address last month. 

Mr. Clinton does not plan to formally 
announce his candidacy for a second presi- 
dential term until spring and faces no seri- 
ous challengers for his party’s nomination. 

But his trip to New Hampshire gave him 
an opportunity to talk about his vision for 
the future and counter some of the attacks 
against him from the nine Republican can- 
didates vying to square off against him in 
the November election. 

In his weekly radio address to the nation 
Saturday, Mr. Clinton urged lawmakers to 
approve a health reform bill he said had 
been stalled in the Senate because of 
intense lobbying from ibe insurance indus- 
try opposed to tire reform. 

The bill is sponsored by Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum. a Kansas Republican, and Sen. 
Edward Kennedy, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, and is backed by a number of 
business groups. 

It would require insurers to cover people 
who change or lose their jobs, limit the abil- 
ity of insurance companies to exclude peo- 
ple because of pre-existing conditions and 
help small companies and individuals to 
form groups to buy insurance and get 
cheaper rates. 

Mr. Clinton also repeated a call during his 
radio address for an increase in the mini- 
mum wage. 

Mr. Clinton's visit to the snow-covered 
slate — which holds the nation's first pri- 
mary on Feb. 20 — also included a stop at 
a community police substation where he 
highlighted the 1994 crime bill and a provi- 
sion to finance about 100,000 community 
police nationwide. 


Patten calls for ‘partnership’ with 
Chinese body over Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The Hong Kong govern- 
ment should form a ^part- 
nership" with the Chinese- 
appointed preparatory com- 
mittee to ease the territory's 
transition to Beijing rule. 
Governor Chris Patten said 
Sunday. 

Talking of a “process of 
cooperation” Mr. Patten sig- 
nalled a loosening of Bri- 
tain’s grip on Hong Kong 
which reverts to China next 
year. 

“Let me talk about a 
three-way partnership, 
which — if it works with a 
healthy dose of civility and 
understanding — will make 
the world of difference.” 
Mr. Patten said on Hons 


Kong Radio. 

The three partners, he said 
were the Hong Kong gov- 
ernment. which answers to 
London, the elected Legis- 
lative Council, and the Pre- 
paratory Committee, a 
group of 150 local and Chi- 
nese members appointed by 
Beijing and seen by many 
here as a shadow govern- 
ment in the run-up to the 
change of sovereignty. 

Mr. Patten called for dia- 
logue particularly between 
the Preparatory Committee 
and legislators. 

'The Preparatory Com- 
mittee has been urged by its 
chairman to talk to and lis- 
ten to the people of Hong 
Kong... Talk to Hong Konc 


and you must talk to 
LEGCO (the Legislative 
Council). 

“Discussion between 
LEGCO and the Prepara- 
tory Committee should be 
straightforward, since about 
a quarter of LEGCO mem- 
bers have overlapping 
membership with the Pre- 
paratory Committee.” 

“The alternative to talking 
is exclusion," Mr. Patten 
warned, “and exclusion 
spells trouble." 

He said one problem of 
the unease and lack of com- 
munication was a mood 
amongst legislators that 
[hey must change things 
betore Julv I, 1997 


1st world premiere 
of movie held in * 
Inverness 

INVERNESS, Scotland 
(AJP) — Thousands of fans 
welcomed American actor 
Ted Danson to the first 
movie world premiere in 
the history of this highland 
capital Saturday. The $9 
milli on, American-made 
film Loch Ness premiered 
at La Seals movie theatre. 
Polygram, the film distrib- 
utor, hired a chartered 
plane brought the movie’s 
stars and 170 otbeT per- 
formers, industry execu- 
tives and critics. The film, 
shot in the highlands, is a 
romantic comedy about an 
American scientist, played 
by Danson, who looks for a 
monster, Nessie, that may 
live in the deep waters of 
Loch Ness. He falls in love 
with a local woman played 
by British actress Joely 
Richardson. For Danson it 
marked a return to his 
Scottish ancestry. Danson 
has traced his ancestry 
back to his great grandfa- 
ther. believed to have been 
a labourer who lived near 
Glamis Castle — where ” 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth 
met his downfall. Danson 
said be would be 
‘’extremely shocked” if he 
saw the Loch Ness mon- 
ster, but if he did he would 
keep it a secret. 

Chinese actress: 
Hollywood can 
wait 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
China's leading actress 
Gong Li is known for her 
feminist roles, so it's no 
surprise she says sexist 
Hollywood can wait. “Up 
to now, I haven’t seen any 
interesting pans,” she says 
in the March issue of 
Premiere magazine. “If you 
want me to be a ‘hua ping' 
(literally ‘flower vase,’ or 
‘bimbo’) in a movie domi- 
nated by men — why 
would I bother? There are 
plenty of films I could do 
in China.’’ The 30-year-old 
actress’ credits include 
Raise The Red Lantern, 
The Story Of Qiu Ju, Ju 
Dbu and most recently the * 
possible Academy Award 
contender Shanghai Triad, 
after years together, Gong 
ended her romance with 
director Zhang Yimou, who 
made most of her films. 
She was angry he wouldn’t 
many her, but has a new 
boyfriend now and has said 
she and Zhang may work 
together again. 

Baderas joins 
Madonna for Evita 
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BUENOS AIRES, Argen- 
tina (AP) — Spanish movie 
star Antonio Banderas 
arrived Saturday to join 
pop singer Madonna and 
director Alan Parker film- 
ing the musical Evita. 
Banderas, who came witfi 
his wife Melanie Griffith 
and her two children, 
waved and smiled to 
reporters at the airport, but 
refused to answer ques- 
tions. The actor will play 
the role of revolutionaiy 
leader Che Guevara from 
the musical play on which 
the movie is based. Madon- 
na arrived in Argentina ear- 
lier this month. 

Queen Latifah 
arrested on drug 
charges 

LOS ANGELES <R) — 
American actress and rap- 
per Queen Latifah was 
arrested on drug and 
weapons charges Saturday 
after officers stopped her 
for speeding and allegedly 
found marijuana and a 
loaded pistol in her car. 
California Highway Patrol 
spokesman Gaty Golden- 
berg said officers stopped 
the actress, whose real 
name is Dana Owens, at 
6:25 a.m. (1125 GMT) dri- 
ving 120 kilometres per 
hour. “Upon contacting 
Miss Owens one of the 
officers could smell the 
odour of burnt marijuana," 
Mr. Goldenberg said. “He 
asked Miss Owens if she 
had been smoking and she 
said yes." Mr. Goldenberg 
said Owens, the 25 -year- 
old star of Fox-TV s 
"Living single, then admit- 
ted to having both marijua- 
na and a pistol in the car. 
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A *™!P or surviv «« fcuddle together after one of the deadliest earthquakes to hit southwest China in years killed 
over 200 people and injured more than 3.700 others Saturday. Hundreds of soldiers and police, backed by teams 
of doctors, ’were searching through the rubble of mud-brick homes and remote mountain villages around the south- 
western town of Lijiang fur survivors of the tremor measuring 7.0 «n the Richter Scale {Keulcr photo} 


Devastating China quake kills 228, injures 14,000 


BEIJING l R) — The deadliest earthquake to hu China in 
years has killed 22S people. injured 14.4KK1 and let! tens of 
thousands of -urvuors huddled tn freezing weather and 
jolted by dozens of afrershock*. officials said Sundnv 

More th:tn U.tHttl People s Liberation Army troops were 
rushed in to help with rescue weik tn mountain villages 
near the epicentre of the tremor >.n the remote and scentc 
region of Lijtang, about 2,‘Wi" kilometres southwest ol 
Beijing, they said 

The death mil m China’s most devastating earthquake 
since 1988 climbed to 228 Sunday afternoon as rescue 
teams fanned out into the worst-hit villages in search of sur- 
vivors. an official at the Lijiang Disaster Coordination 
Centre said by telephone 

More than 3,700 people were .seriously injured and a fur- 
ther 10.000 slightly hurt in the tremor, which measured 7.0 
on the Richter Scale and struck Saturday evening when 
most people were at home for supper or watching televi- 
sion. he added. 

“We are really m need of blood, medical equipment and 
medicines to light colds and flu." the ot tidal said 

“And wc don't have enough tents tor people whose hous- 
es have collapse or who are too afraid to go home.” lie said. 
"The weather is cold, it’s just about freezing and we are 
afraid that many people will catch flu.” 

Three teams of several hundred doctors and nurses have 
been sent to the rugged area of southwestern Yunnan 
province itaai is renowned for the beauty of its scenery, with 
tiny ancient villages of the N'axi ethnic minority nestling at 
the foot of Lijiang’s snow-capped Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain. 

Squads of soldiers and police searched for survivors, 
picking through the rubble of fragile mud-brick homes thar 
crumbled, crushing their inhabitants. 

Officials described the earthquake as terrifying. 

“It was really powerful," one official said. “In our home 
almost everything fell down and was broken." 

Residents rushed out of their homes in panic. 

Foreign tourists were evacuated from their hotels and 
spent (he night around bonfires in the city square, officials 
said. 

More than 150 aftershocks have been recorded, including 
18 measuring more than 4.0 that caused more damage, offi- 
cials said. Earthquakes of magnitude 6.0 can cause wide- 
spread damage. 

“Most people are still outside, only a small number have 
gone home," the official said. "They are too scared.” 


Buildings ul rcmltirced concrete mi tiered cracks and 
many wooden homes were damaged. "The wor-a-hu were 
the mud-brick houses. 'Ihey just cnlkipsed," lie said. 

In the county seat ul Lijiang. about HI jier cent o! houses 
in ihe picturesque old quartet collapsed .md water and 
power supplies were knocked out Must telephone lines 
were cut 

Areas worst bit were 24 towns in tlie vicinity of L.ijiang, 
which has a total population of about 1.5 million. 

The nearby town of /hongdian, capital ot the Diqmg 
Tibet. in Autonomous Region, was completely cut off from 
the outside world, the official Xinhua News Agency said. 

Seismologists last month forecast several earthquakes 
measuring 6.0 to 7.0 for the Lijiang region. Xinhua said. 

China’s most serious earthquake in recent years in 1988 
was also in Yunnan, when a tremor measuring 7.6 killed 
939 people near ilk* border with Burma and injured neartv 
4,00i). 

Southwestern Yunnan is tin area prone to earthquakes .uid 
was hit several tunes Iasi year 

The most recent tremor Yunnan was an eunlHjuake mea- 
suring 6.5 that rocked an area near the pioviitcial capital, 
Kunming, last October, killing 44 and injuring 237. 

Last July, a uemor of 7.3 magnitude rocked Yunnan's 
Menglian region near the border with Burma, killing 1 1 and 
injuring 136. 

Taiwan’s government said Sunday that it wanted to help 
Beijing cope with the aftermath of the earthquake. 

■'We hope through appropriate channels to show our care 
for the people there. Also, we should consider how* to lend 
an appropriate helping hand,” Premier Lien Chan said on 
stale television. He did not say what form the help might 
take. 

Mr. Lien's offer of help came at a rime when relations 
between Taiwan and China, rivals since a civil war split 
them in 1949. were at a low ebb. 

Beijing, which regards Taiwan as a renegade province, 
has launched several verbal salvos at Taipei in the past 
week. It refused to deny a report hy the New York Times 
that it plans to attack the island after Taiwan's presidential 
elections on March 23. 

Bilateral ties soured after Taiwan President Lee Teng-Hui 
made a landmark visit to the United States in June last year. 
Beijing, which claims sovereign authority over all China, 
says Taiwan is not entitled to international relations. 

Beijing has repeatedly threatened to attack Taiwan if it 
declares independence. 


Bhutto urges Kashmiri kidnappers to free hostages 


ISLAMABAD (AFPj — 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto Sunday 
appealed to Kashmiri guer- 
rillas holding four 
Westerners to uncondition- 
ally free the “innocent" 
tourists kidnapped more 
than six months ago. 

Ms. Bhutto made the 
appeal during u nationally- 
tekvised address a day 
before a government- spon- 
sored countrywide general 
strike to demonstrate soli- 
darity with Muslim sepa- 
ratist groups fighting 
against Indian rule in 
Kashmir. 

Rallies have been planned 
by Pakistani ruling and 
opposition parties for 
Monday, which has been 
declared a public holiday 
throughout the country by 
the government, as on simi- 
lar occasions in the past. 

The observance this year 


closely follows a Jan. 26 
rocket attack on a mosque 
on the Pakistani side in 
Kashmir that left 20 people 
dead and rekindled mutual 
tensions. Islamabad has 
blamed the attack on Indian 
troops, but New Delhi has 
denied the accusation. 

“During this holy month 
of Ramadan (Muslim fast- 
ing month) I call upon the 
kidnappers to uncondition- 
ally release the hostages and 
put an end to this incident 
which has harmed the cause 
of Kashmiris." sbe said 

"They should release 
these innocent tourists if 
they have any love for the 
Kashmiri people," she said. 

Britons Paul Wells. 23. 
and Keith Mangon. 33. and 
American Donald 

Hutchings. 42, were kid- 
napped by the shadowy AJ- 
Faran group on July 4 while 
trekking in the HiniaJayus in 


the Indian-administered 
southern two-thirds of 
Kashmir. 

German Dirk Hasert was 
seized on July 8, the same 
day as as Norwegian Hans- 
Christian Oscro, who was 
killed by the kldnapapers in 
August. 

Al-Faran has demanded 
the release of 15 imprisoned 
Muslim militants in 
exchange for tlic four 
hostages, but has not been 
m contact with the Indian 
authorities since Nov. 26. 

Ms. Bhuuo le iterated 
Pakistani suspicions about 
Al-Faran. saying "we do not 
know whether it is an Indian 
ctHiruer-imeHigence- unit or 
a breakaway group of 
Kashmiri fighters." 

She vowed continued sup- 
port for the Kashmiri “free- 
dom struggle, " but said 
Pakistan was ready lor 
negotiations with India to 


resolve the Kashmir dis- 


pute. 

More than I2.U00 people 
have been killed during the 
five-year old Muslim sepa- 
ratist cainpain in Indian- 
controlled Kashmir, which 
Pakistan sees as u legitimate 
struggle for self-determina- 
tion. 

India accuses Pakistan, 
which controls the northern 
third of die disputed 
Himalayan region, of arm- 
ing and training the insur- 
gents, Islamabad denies the 
charge. 

“Every Pakistani man, 
woman and child is with 
their Kashmiri brethren and 
shall remain with them till 
our last breath,” Ms. Bhutto 
said, warning that the sub- 
continent would not achieve 
peace until the Kashmir 
issue is solved. 


Indian parties at odds over Kashmir elections 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
meeting of Indian parties to 
discuss elections in Kash- 
mir ended in a deadlock 
with leftists and cubes* 
shooting down government 
plans for early polls in the 
strife-tom state, officials 
said Sunday. 

The Communist Party o! 
India and Marxist allies 
sided with Kashmir's regio- 
nal National Conference 
Party at the two-day meet, 
which ended overnight, to 
oppose plans for early elec- 
tions. they said. 

Home Minister S. B 
Chavan said the final deci- 
sion would be taken by 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao. whose ruling 
Congress (I) Party has 
called for Kashmir polls 
ahead of general elections 


this year. 

“There has been a sea- 
change in [he situation in 
Kashmir.” Mr. Chavan told 
the ail-party meeting Satur- 
days night, asserting that 
Muslim militancy in strife- 
tom Kashmir was on the 


wane. 

More than 12.0(H) people 
have died in Kashmir. 
India’s only Muslim-major- 
tty state, vtnee 1989 when 
the Muslim separatist cam- 
paign took oil Tens oi thou- 
sands of federal troops are 
deployed in tin.* region 

Officials said leftist and 
conference leaders ul the 
meeting demanded a politi- 
cal package for Kashmiris’ 
before ihe unveiling ul 
dates for the polls in the 
state in a bid lu cool down 
the anti-Indian rcbeHimi 


there. 

“The political package 
should then he ratified by 
parliament to create a sense 
of confidence among (he 
people of the state,” said 
Yusuf Tarigami. who led a 
Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) delegation to the 
meeting. 

“Elections should he 
announced only after parlia- 
ment has ratified it" Mr. 
’nirtgami added, but did not 
say if the government 
agreed lo extend political 
concessions to the jicople in 
Kaslunii. which is under 
federal rule since 1990. 

Parooq Abdullah, 

Conference leader and a 
former state chief minister, 
said tile package should 
speedy die quantum of 
autonomy the government 


was ready to give to ihe 
Kashmiris before ordering 
the legislative polls. 

Sources said die centrist 
Janata Dal (People’s Party} 
reportedly supported the 
ruling Congress Party on its 
demands tor the provincial 
balloting ahead of the par- 
liamentary elections, which 
would be held latest by 
May 

Representatives of Hindus 
driven out front Kashmir by 
the Muslim insurgency also 
opposed (he govenimeut's 
plans lor immediate elec- 
tions saying the present sit- 
uation m Kashmir had little 
room lor lair and free bill- 
kiting. 

"There was no consensus 
and now it seems the ball is 
ill the prune ttiinistei's 
court," said »*ue official 


Sri Lanka president says 


rebels cling to terror tactics 


COLOMBO <Rj — Sri 
Lankan President Chand- 
rika Kumarulunga said 
Sunday that Tamil Tiger 
rebels, blamed for a mas- 
sive suicide bomb attack in 
Colombo last week, were 
dinging to a “cult of savage 
terror" despite appeals for 
peace talks. 

"My government remains 
resolute in its commitment 
to find a solution to the eth- 
nic question and its tragic 
and terrible consequences 
through political means," 
Mrs. Kunuratunga said in a 
live televised address to the 
nation during the island's 
48ih Independence Day cel- 
ebrations. 

■"Yet ihe I TIT (the 
i ibeianon Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam) continues to obdu- 
rately refuse all dialogue 
and a political solution, 
clinging lo (heir particular 
cult of savage tenor.” 

Mrs Kumoratunga was 
speaking four days alter a 
Tamil rebel suicide bomber 
devastated the country 's 
financial core by ramming a 
truck packed with 200 kilo- 
grams of high explosives 
into the central bank head- 
quarters in Colombo. 

Police, who are still con- 
ducting rescue operations, 
said about 80 people were 
killed and that they expect 


to find more bodies trapped 
beneath tonnes of rubble 
More than 1,200 people 
were wounded by the blast 
which Mrs. Kunmrazunga 
blamed on the LTTE, the 
militia fighting for an inde- 
pendent homeland for 
minority Tamils in lire north 
and east. 

The Tigers, who have hit 
Colombo targets before in 
their ! 3-year war which has 
killed more than 50.000 
people, have denied respon- 
sibility. 

Independence celebra- 
tions were low-key amidst 
tight security with hardly 
any spectators present. Mrs. 
Kumaratunga was ringed by 
guards wearing bv«dy 
armour beneath their tunics. 

Several roads were closed 
for traffic until the ceremo- 
ny was over while hundreds 
of policemen lined the route 
taken by Mrs. Kumaratun- 
ga’s motorcade. 

“We chose to achieve 
peace through negotia- 
tions.” Mrs Kumaratunga 
said “The LTTE compelled 
Us 10 wage a battle Kt 
peace. We shall not hesitate 
to undertake every uctiun 
that may be required to 
defend arid implement our 
programme for peace." 

Deputy Defence Minister 
A.nuruddha Ratwatte said 


last week the government 
would intensity military 
operations against the rebels 
who have refused to look at 
a government peace plan 
devolving extensive power 
to Tamils to meet their 
demands for autonomy. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga said 
the vast majority of all Sri 
Lankan people, together 
with the entire international 
community, had "resound- 
ingly approved our initia- 
tives for peace”. 

Tamil politicians Sunday 
denounced the suicide 
bomb attack and urged the 
government and the Tamil 
Tigers to resume peace 
negotiations. 

“if the government and 
the LITE are really interest- 
ed in peace, then they have 
to sit down and discuss it.” 
-did Kandiah Premochan- 
dron, secretary -general of 
the moderate Eelam Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Libera- 
tion Front. 

A Tamil member of parlia- 
ment from eastern Sri 
Lanka said the only solution 
to the ethnic crisis, which 
Los troubled this tiny Indian 
Ocean country since inde- 
pendence from Britain in 
1948. was negotiation. 

“In reali ty, you can’t leave 
the LTTE out of the peace 
prc-cess,” he said, request- 


ing that his name not be 
used. “It is lime for the 
LTTE and the govemnmetit 
to sit down and talk. The 
crisis has got into the very 
fabric of society.” 

Mrs. Kumaratunga Sun- 
day promoted Mr. Ratwatte 
to the rank of a full army 
general as a reward for his 
efforts against Tamil Tiger 
rebels. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga made 
Mr. Ratwatie, a retired lieu- 
tenant colonel, a full gener- 
al at an investiture ceremo- 
ny to coincide with the 4Sth 
anniversary of indepen- 
dence. 

Mr. Ratwatte. a close rela- 
tive of Mrs. Kumaratunga. 
led the army’s campaign 
against the LTTE in their 
former citadel of Jaffna in 
the north of the country last 
year. 

Security forces captured 
Jaffna after nearly 50 days 
of fighting which left some 
2,000 rebels and 500 sol- 
diers dead. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga also 
conferred galantry awards 
on some 760 security per- 
sonnel, several of them 
posthumously, for battling 
the LTTE in the past three 
vears. 


NATO will 
expand 
despite 
Russian 


worries 


Perry 


MUNICH, Germany iR) 
— U.S. Defence Minister 
William Peny insisted 
Sunday that NATO would 
press ahead with plans to 
admit new members from 
Eastern Europe despite 
Russian objections. 

“NATO enlargement is 
inevitable and if NATO 
enlargement is the carrot 
encouraging reforms, then 
we cannot keep that carrot 
continually out of reach ” 
he told the annual 
Wehrkunde meeting of 
defence expens in Munich. 

Mr. Perry’s comments 
came a day after Russian 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Andrei Kokoshin warned 
that NATO expansion 
could spark a backlash 
against reforms in his 
country by sharpening 
Moscow's suspicions of 
the alliance’s intentions. 

Mr. Perry contended that 
NATO membership for 
emerging democracies in 
Eastern Europe could actu- 
ally boost Moscow’s secu- 
rity in the post-cold war 
era. 

He said he told Russian 
officials that a vibrant, 
healthy NATO working 
together with Russia would 
keep the United States 
involved in European secu- 
rity, keep Germany bound 
into the security architec- 
ture and avoid isolating 
Moscow. 

“NATO, far from being a 
threat to Russia, actually 
contributes to the security 
of Russia as well as the 
security of its own mem- 
bers," he said, but added: 
■'When I reached that con- 
clusion, most of the 
Russians I talked to fell otf 
the cliff." 

At last year's Wehrkunde 
conference, Mr. Perry sug- 
gested forging a formal 
strategic partnership 
between NATO and Russia 
that has yet to bear fruit. 

But lie said he was 
encouraged by Russian 
troops’ participation in the 
NATO-led implementation 
force helping to safeguard 
the peace accord in Bosnia 
and held it out as a model 
for other cooperation ven- 
tures 

“We want Russia inside 
the circle working wiih us, 
not uutsidc (he circle 
throw in-’ uicks at us " 


Mitchell warns of danger of IRA split 


LONDON (R) — Former U.S. Senator 
George Mitchell, a key player in the 
Northern Ireland peace process, warned 
Sunday that the Irish Republican .Army 
could spin, with some elements resuming 
violence. 

Sen. Mitchell, who headed an internation- 
al commission which last month reported 
on the decommissioning of guerrilla arms, 
said it was important to start all-party talks 
on the future of the British-ruled province 
as soon as possible. 

Asked by BBC Television interviewer 
David Frost whether the IRA might end its 
17-month ceasefire and return to violence. 
Sen. Mitchell replied: “I think there is a 
danger of a fracture within that organisa- 
tion." 

Tt seems dear that not all on the 
Republican side favour the ceasefire, and 
the potential for some elements to take 
direct and violent action, i think, does 


remain. 

However, Sen. Mitchell said he was con- 
vinced jhat Sinn Fein, the IRA's political 
wing, along with its counterparts on the 
Protestant side, were commuted to progress 
by peaceful means. 

"That's why I believe it is important to 
draw them further into the democratic 
process by getting peace negotiations going 
as soon as possible," he said. 

Britain has concluded from Sen. 
Mitchell’s report that the IRA will not hand 
over their weapons before all-party peace 
talks get under way. 

It has therefore proposed elections to a 
peace convention as an alternative way for 
Sinn Fein to prove its good intentions. 

Republicans, fearful this could lead to a 
province-governing assembly dominated 
by Protestants, have rejected the idea, and it 
is also being opposed by the Dublin gov- 
ernment. 

The British and Irish governments will 
resume efforts to reach an agreement about 
the next steps towards peace Wednesday 
when Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring 
meets British Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew in Dublin. 

Sen. Mitchell declined to comment direct- 
ly on Britain's stance, but said he admired 
the British and Irish prime ministers, John 


Major and John Bruton, and the risks they 
had taken for peace. 

“It would be a tragedy of huge propor- 
tions if it now slipped from theirgrasp, and 
1 think what’s needed is a redoubling of 
effort, a recommitment of energy to try to 
get past these last series of hurdles on the 
political track," he said. 

Speaking on the same programme, David 
Trimble, the leader of Nonhem Ireland’s 
main Protestant party, the Ulster Unionists, 
said there were already signs of a return to 
guerrilla activity by the IRA, whose cul- 
ture. he said, was one of violence. 

Referring to the IRA and other extremist 
Republican organisations, he said: “There 
is very little element of democratic thought 
or even political thought within 
them...They are quintessenrially fascist 
organisations” 

Meanwhile Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams said Saturday the drive for peace in 
Northern Ireland would not be “capsized" 
by British intransigence. 

Mr. Adams, in a speech at the Pittsburgh 
Convention Centre, said his party was 
ready to work with anyone and the chief 
goal now was to bring the British to the 
negotiating table. 

“All the players are saying that the pursuit 
of peace will continue, that it is bigger than 
any personality, and that a historic moment 
can’t be capsized by a domestic squabble,” 
he said. 

In Washington Thursday. Mr. Adams met 
President Bill Clinton, who stressed the 
need for “rapid progress” toward all-pany 
Northern Irish peace talks. But Mr. Adams 
said he had received no pressure from the 
White House to accept the British proposal. 

In Pittsburgh, Mr. Adams stressed the 
economic needs of Nonhem Ireland, saying 
that political help could only go so far. 

“I’m not here to get money for guns, but 
I’m asking for investment to help our econ- 
omy." Mr. Adams told his audience of 
about 300 people, who paid S25 apiece for 
tickets. 

Among the economic projects Mr. Adams 
is pushing is a plan to have a local electric 
company set up a subsidiary in the north or 
west pan of Belfast, where unemployment 
rates are highest, according to organisers. 


Dhaka gunbattle heightens violence 
fears ahead of Bangladesh election 


DHAKA (AFP) — A gun- 
battle Sunday on the Dhaka 
University campus between 
student opposition and gov- 
ernment supporters height- 
ened fears of worsening 
violence ahead of 
Bangladesh’s general elec- 
tions this month. 

More than 5U people were 
injured in clashes around 
the country and the opposi- 
tion, led by the Aw ami 
League, was to announce 
plans Monday id step up its 
campaign against the Feb. 
15 elections. 

Several hundred students 
were involved in the sun- 
battle with sawn off shot- 
guns and pistols at Dhaka 
University where ut least 10 
students were injured as 
they fled the scene, w finess- 
es said 

A photographer saiJ the 
latest battle erupted after a 
meeting of student support- 
ers tit the Aw ami League 
were attacked hy rivals 
belonging to the ruling 
Bane lade sb Nationalist 


Party tBNPi. 

"The clashes have spread 
across the campus and 
police have sealed off roads 
leading to area,” he said. 
Police fired tear gas in an 
attempt to separate the war- 
ring factions, witnesses 
said. 

Other poll linked violence 
was reported in Dhaka, and 
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar 
in southeast Bangladesh, 
Sunamgunj district in the 
northeast, Pabna district in 
the west, Kishoreganj and 
in the river port town of 
Chandpur. 

Opposition activists went 
on a rampage in Chittagong 
Sunday, damaging at least 
100 vehicles. Around 15 
panic-stricken passersby 
were injured, witnesses 
said. 

Political violence during 
' the 22 months of the oppo- 
sition campaign to bring 
down Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia has left nine 
de.kl and Never ul hundred 
injured But tension li.is 


mounted io recent days. 

The opposition has 
already announced plans ro 
disrupt the election cam- 
paign in Chittagong, 
Rajshahi and Dinajpur dis- 
trict in coming days. 

When Mrs. Khaleda 
defied strikes in Sylhet and 
Khulna, resulting violence 
left one boy dead and injur- 
ing scores more. 

More than 3lHJ students 
and police were injured dur- 
ing a pitched battle at 
Dhaka University last week 
when Mrs. Khaleda opened 
a hook fair there. 

Several teachers have 
resigned in protest at the 
incident and the Dhakc 
University Teachers’ 
Association condemned the 
police action. 

The Daily Star newspaper 
accused Mrs. Khaleda over 
the violence and said she 
had ignored earlier advice 
to drop the visit. 
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Team with a mission 


THERE IS no doubt that the task await- 
ing Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti and his colleagues, as spelled out in His 
Majesty King Hussein’s letter of appoint- 
ment, is an awesome one. Mr. Kabariti 
and his government, the King ordained, 
are expected to effect a “white revolu- 
tion” in the country that should take 
Jordan solidly into the 2 1st century. 
Reading through the King’s letter and 
Mr. Kabariti’s reply we can only be 
hopeful at the prospects of a prosperous, 
strong and modernised Jordan that 
would assume a leading role in taking the 
whole Middle East forward. 

Although we appreciate the constraints 
that the prime minister-designate had to 
work under in forming his team, we 
cannot but echo the first reactions of 
many people who thought that apart 
from Mr. Kabariti himself and a handful 
or so of ministers with proven abilities, 
the set-up of the new Cabinet did not 
meet initial high expectations. The main 
constraint that Mr. Kabariti had to work 
under is of course his need to pass the 
first hurdle in a democratic process, a 
vote of confidence by the Lower House of 
Parliament. Hence the inclusion of so 
many deputies in the Cabinet, totalling a 
record 22. 

These ministers represent the different 
governorates and parliamentary blocs, 
minus, of course, the Islamic Action 
Front. While their inclusion in such large 
numbers may not add to the fortunes of 
the government in bringing about the 
required change, we remain hopeful that 
some change will take place through the. 
leadership qualities that the prime minis- 
ter enjoys. We count on him to lead his 
team to as close as we can get to achieve 
the noble aims set by the King in his letter 
of appointment. 

Jordanians will give the new team the 
benefit of the doubt, even though some of 
us will undoubtedly prejudge it on the 
strength of who went in and came out. 
The yardstick that we should all use to 
measure success of the government in the 
end, however, is the policies that it will 
adopt and the amount of work that it will 
do in order to implement them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FOR THE second day running and while the Prime Min- 
ister Designate Abdul Karim Kabariti is trying to form a 
government, a writer for AI Ra'i daily said the Jordani- 
ans are not as much interested in the faces of the new 
ministers as much as they are keen on seeing a govern- 
ment with ministers willing to tackle chronic issues at 
the domestic level. Sultan AJ Hattab said that the Jorda- 
nians wish to see their domestic problems solved and not 
accumulating, while ministers continue to make empty 
promises to solving them. He said that under the previ- 
ous governments, and during the state of war with Israel, 
tbe Jordanians were deprived of freedom of expression 
and criticism, of equality of the chance to build a pro- 
ductive society and a state of institutions. The writer 
stressed the fact that Jordanians will continue to demand 
a government that would present the public with clear 
socio-economic programmes and not one that contin- 
ues to find excuses and justifications for failing to 
peform i"; duty. He said Jondan is in need of a govern- 
ment that accepts challenge and works towards ful- 
filling the dreams of the Jordanian people in an atmos- 
phere of genuine democracy and reform. 


NAWAF ZARU, a columnist for Al Dustour. said that 
the Israeli war against the Palestinians has not ended 
with the signing of the Oslo agreement and the creastion 
of the self-rule areas in Palestine. The Israelis continue 
to launch attacks on the members of the Islamic Jihad , 
Hamas and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. among others, and they have a free hand to move in 
and out of all Palestinian areas regardless of the Pales- 
tine National Authority's self-rule. Recent reports spoke 
e: recurrent attacks carried out by Israeli security ser- 
vices against those Palestinians who opose tbe Oslo 
deal and the peace process with Israel under various - 
pretexts, said the writer. He asked what kind of peace is 
that which allows the Israelis to continue their war 
Against the Palestinians and deprives ihem of the right to 
self-defence. 


Human Rights File By Dr. waieed m. sa’di 

When reservations are counterproductive 


THE EASIEST way for states to shirk their obligations 
under international treaties or to stay away from global 
programmes of action, like last year's Beijing Conference 
on Women, is to enter into reservations on certain contro- 
versial paragraphs that are in conflict with or repugnant to 
their respective religions or cultures. 

This is exactly wbat tbe Jordanian and other delegations 
from developing, and even developed, countries opted to 
do at the world conference on women when faced with 
language that appeared to run counter to their traditions 
and norms. 

What emerged in Beijing, therefore, was a final docu- 
ment that apparently enjoyed international consensus but 
was in fact rendered toothless by the many reservations 
expressed by several participants. 

The subject of reservations has preoccupied 
international jurists for a long time after more and more 
countries began resorting to this practice when signing and 
ratifying international conventions in order to appear as 
faithful adherents to such instruments yet remain free from 
having to observe all their vital provisions. 

Still, there is hardly a consensus among international 
lawyers on the effect of reservations which have been on 
the rise of late, in the wake of increased activity on the 
international level. 

On the one band, there is the concern that depriving 
states of the privilege of registering a reservation could 
drive them away from becoming parties to new and pro- 
gressive international conventions or decisions. On the 
other hand, there is the equal anxiety that a liberal toler- 
ance of reservations would make a mockery of state com- 
mitments and obligations. 

Tbe rule that now enjoys the widest support in this 
regard leans towards accepting a middle course. Accord- 


ing to this happy medium, states would be encouraged to 
jump on the bandwagon of human rights treaties by Slow- 
ing them a certain leeway to enter their reservations on 
some benign provisions but would rule out wide-spectrum 
reservations especially on matters of fundamental impor- 
tance. 

This means that no reservation would be acceptable if its 
effect interfered with or repudiate the raison d’etre of the 
convention or international programme of action. 

The dilemma that the Jordanian delegation to tbe Beijing 
conference encountered right from the- start was bow to 
appear as a supporter of tbe quest for equality between the 
sexes yet remain faithful to Jordanian laws which seem to 
condone discrimination between the sexes on certain mat- 
ters, such as inheritance. 

The Jordanian team naturally entered reservations on all 
paragraphs in tbe final document of the conference that 
touched not only on inheritance rights of women but went 
beyond them. Rights of children of Jordanian women, 
freedom of movement and travel and last, but not least, the 
right of women to have their own separate national identi- 
ty cards were all subject to Jordanian reservations. 

In this vein, it must be recalled that whereas Islam, as 
articulated in the Sharia law, ordains that tbe inheritance 
rights of women are inferior to those of men in certain 
areas, there is nothing in the Sharia that prevents children 
of Jordanian women to obtain the citizenship of their 
mothers. 

It will be recalled that children bom to Jordanian men 
automatically get the citizenship of their fathers under Jor- 
danian law. Likewise, there is nothing in the Sharia that 
denies women the right to apply for and acquire a separate 
identity or the right to travel and leave one's country on an 
equal footing with men. 


Kabariti and opposition 


(Continued from page 1) 


been at loggerheads since 
the signing of the October 
1994 Jordan-Israel peace 
treat)’, the Islamist source 
said. 

Much of the tension cre- 
ated between the IAF and 
the government of Sharif 
Zeid was a direct consequ- 
ence of what the Islamists 
perceive to be the outgoing 
Cabinet’s “intolerance" of 
the opposition despite 
attempts at dialogue be- 
tween the two sides which 
mostly ended up in a con- 
frontation and measures by 
the authorities to restrict 
the opposition's movement 
in initially fighting the 
peace accord with Israel 
and then fighting norma- 
lisation of relations with 
the Jewish state. 

Mr. Kabariti. politicians 
say, has learnt from the 
experience of Sharif Zeid's 
government, and is, there- 
fore, going in the opposite 
direction where relations 
with the Islamists are con- 
cerned in order to avoid 
“unnecessary tension" that 
would reflect negatively on 
the work of his new team. 

Mt. Kabariti, who lob- 
bied against Dr. Arabiyat, 
the Islamist former Lower 
House speaker in 1991 in 
favour of Taher Masri, and 
labelled Islamist deputies 
as anti-progressive, has 
managed to maintain “cor- 
dial and friendly relations” 
with the Islamists since 
then. 

Analysts believe that the 
“mutually beneficial under- 
standing between Mr. 
Kabariti and the Islamists" 
would not only help the 
new government secure a 
wide-based parliamentary 
support but also avoid 
attempts by the oppositfon 
to undermine his govern- 
ment in carrying out its 
• mandate. The fresh under- 
standing can likewise serve 
his policy of improving re- 
lations with some Arab 
countries, particularly 
Kuwait, through par- 
liamentary dialogue be- 
tween the. emirate's and 
Jordan's Islamist deputies, 
who have good relations, 
some sources told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

According ro these 
sources. Mr. Kabariti told 
the Islamists on Saturday 
meeting that “the continui- 
ty of the Islamic movement 
is part of the regime's con- 
tinuity," and that "the gov- 
ernment's relations with 
the (Islamists) is a strategic 
(one)." 

Mr. Kabariti on Saturday* 
also met with Al Ahd's 
head Abdul Hadi Majali, 
for consultations on the 
make-up of his govern- 
ment. The meeting, 
according to informed 
sources, was aimed at send- 
ing a message to Mr. Ma- 
jali, whose relations with 
Mr. Kabariti had not parti- 
cularly been strong, that he 
wanted to work together 
with the 17-member par- 
liamentary bloc that Mr." 
Majali heads. 

Part of the tension be- 
tween the two was caused 
by Mr. KabaritTs refusal to 
join, as foreign minister, 
the government of former 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. who had the 
support of AI Ahd. headed 


by his brother Abdul Hadi 
and bis parliamentary bloc. 

Although Mr. kabariti 
has enemies and rivals in- 
side and outside Parlia- 
ment, his “smooth and di- 
plomatic" personality 
drove even the most out- 
spoken among them, like 
Deputy Toujan Faisal, who 
had criticised him on a 
number of policy issues to 
welcome his appointment 
as prime minister. 

Ms. Faisal, like many of 
her leftist colleagues in the 
House, had disapproved of 
Mr. Kabariti’s policies to- 
wards change in the Iraqi 
regime, for- example, but 


the two “managed to put 
differences aside solely 
based on recognition by her 
of (Mr. Kabariti ’s) lead- 
ership qualities," as one 
analyst put it. 

Mr. Kabariti, the analyst 
said, did not work against 
leftists in Parliament as 
“they were not influential 
enough to cause any ob- 
struction to his goals; they 
had no hard feelings 
against him." 

The new prime minister, 
fellow deputies say. is re- 
spected and liked by even 
those politicians who dis- 
approve of his policies, 
adding that Mr. Kabariti 
separates personal rela- 
tions from politics, thus 
appearing at times to be 
working against some of his 
friends, while, in fact, he is 


Premier known for drive 


(Continued from page 1) 
very pleasant on the out- 
side, very tough on the 
inside... be is a very solid, 
person." 

His close friends say he is 
a good listener, and an 
articulate speaker. His abil- 
ity to win friends and rally 
followers earned him the 
admiration of his friends 
and foes alike. His 
perseverance, combined 
with a keen knowledge of 
human nature, helped him 
in his meteoric rise to the 
top. 

A friend of his describes 
his style: “He sets a 
seemingly unrealistic goal, 
then his whole being works 
in the direction of achiev-. 
ing it. In the process, he 
recruits followers and sup- 
porters at a whim, uses his 
noted power of persuasion 
and deftly undermines his 
baffled detractors. In short, 
a master lobbyist, a bril- 


liant strategist and a natu- 
ral politician who knows 
where • his bread is but- 
tered." 

Another friend says the 
man never gives up, and 
once he achieves a goal, he 
moves on to another. 
“There is no limit to his 
stamina. He simply cannot 
give up and cannot be cor- 
nered. If he is challenged 
or slighted, he charges like 
a raging bull, crushing his 
opponents. This is why he 
is described as a political 
bulldozer.” 


Mr. Kabariti says that he 
has learned a lot from his 
father. One of the things he 
told him was: “Do not pull 
out your gun unless you 
plan to use it." In other 
words, know your limita- 
tions and do not enter a 
losing battle. 

Mr. Kabariti’s sense of 
humour and informal touch 
is also noted. During a 


Sharif Zeid becomes Prince Zeid 


(Continued from page 1) 


accepting the resignation of 
Sharif Zeid as prime minis- 
ter. 

In his resignation letter, 
Sharif Zeid wrote that “Our 
top priorities were preserving 
national security and stabil- 
ity. enhancing the democra- 
tisation process, ensuring the 
rule of the law, strengthening 
the economic structure, im- 
proving relations with Arab 
brethren," adding that the 
country was successful in re- 
gaining its wateT and occu- 
pied lands from Israel. 

King Hussein expressed 
appreciation for the role the 
Sharif Zeid government play- 
ed in a “crucial" period of 
Jordan's history, pointing to 
the achievements made in the 
peace process, the develop- 
ment of the economy, and 
the democratisation process 
in particular. 

According to one source 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times. King Hussein's deci- 
sion to grant Sharif Zeid the 
title of prince “was the best 
way to thank him for a long 
service working for the coun- 
tiy." 

In his letter the King added 
that "... now that the time 
has come to pass the banner 
to a new generation of Jorda- 
nians, so that they may. shoul- 
der their responsibilities.... 
they will stay, and I among 
them, beholden to the 
accomplishments of their pre- 
decessors..." 

The political implications 


of the decision to name Shar- 
rif Zeid as prince widely ack- 
nowledged by sources con- 
tacted by the Jordan Times. 
While most agreed that the 
title gave Sharif Zeid added 
prestige, many pointed to the 
fact that it also prevented him 
from close involvement in 
Jordan's formal political life. 

The Constitution stipulates 
that members of the Upper 
or Lower House of Parlia- 
ment cannot be “relatives of 
the King, who are defined as 


(Con tinned on page 7) 


Adjustment 

(Continued from page 1) 


the potential threat of a 
Palestinian entity to Jordan. 

But a foreign minister he 
developed a good working 
relationship with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and be- 
came the first foreign minis- 
ter to pay an official visit to 
the autonomous Gaza Strip. 

The turning point that 
“warmed" Mr. Kabariti's re- 
lationship with Mr. Arafat 
was when the former sought 
to allay Palestinian fears at 
the Casablanca meeting on 
Jerusalem in early 1995 by 
supporting a resolution that 
recognised Palestinian 
sovereignty over the eastern 
part of the city. 

But some analysts argue 
that Mr. Kabariti’s major 
concern, as has always been, 
is his strong concern about 
and sensitivity to Jordan's 


working to attain a certain 
goal which he believes 
serves national interest. 


These deputies cited as 
evidence the election as 
Lower House Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour, whom Mr. 
Kabariti backed and lob- 
bied for, consequently 
weakening support for his 
(Srour’s) potential rivals, 
Ali Abul Ragfaeb and Tah- 
er Masri, who withdrew 
from the race before the 
House vote. 


“He is a true politician 
with an agenda and works 
hard to meet it," said one 
deputy close to Mr. Kabar- 
iti, adding that the prime 
minister “has managed to 
befriend all his colleagues 
in the House regardless of 
their political orientation." 


meeting at the Barcelona 
conference in November 
last year, which he 
attended as foreign minis- 
ter, he drank, by mistake, 
the glass of water belonging 
to his Lebanese counter- 
part Farez Bouez, who was 
sitting to his right. 

Mr. Bouez, realising 
what Mr. Kabariti had 
done, showed a slight sign 
of protest, only to see the 
Jordanian foreign minister 
turn left, pick up the glass 
of water placed in front of 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak, and hand it 
over to Mr. Bouez, who 
drank it. Seeing that, Mr. 
Barak sent a note to Mr. 
Kabariti, congratulating 
him for succeeding in laun- 
ching the first cooperation 
between Israel and Leba- 
non on water issues. 

Mr. Kabariti's political 
opponents, who fought him 
tooth and nail, say he is 
aggressive, sometimes 
reckless and manipulative 
and often single-minded. 
But even those respect him 
and admire his abilities. 

A member of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, who admits 
he was opposed to Mr. 
Kabariti's peace policies 
and his aggressive stance 
vis-a-vis Iraq, says he likes 
the man as a person. “Abu 
Awn is a decent man, not 
only because he doesn't 
drink and he doesn't 
smoke." he says. “He is 
humble and close to the 
people... I think he is a 
good man... even Toujan 
Faisal, who never praised 
anybody in her life, thinks 
he is a good man." 


own security. Seen in this 
light, the good working rela- 
tionship between Mr. Kabar- 
iti and Mr. Arafat is more a 
result of the change of the 
role of the latter from revolu- 
tionary politics to political 
accommodation. 

# As foreign minister. Mr. 
Kabariti consistently backed 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
policy of supporting t|ie 
Palestinian leadership's op- 
tion. According to Palesti- 
nian officials, he had con- 
stantly sought ro reassure the 
PLO chairman that Jordan 
would not support or encour- 
age his opponents. 

In the view of some 
analysts, Mr. Kabariti will 
continue to pursue Jordan’s 
policy of “neutralising" the 
Palestinian entity as it seeks' 
to move closer to Saudi Ara- 
bia, however. 

Mr. Kabariti is blamed, by 
many, for straining Jordan's 
ties with Syria by making 


In other words, there are many areas where discrimina- 
tion between the sexes can be eliminated without any prej- 
udice to the Sharia law or Islam in general. Any existing 
legislations that are contrary to the true smut or our reli- 
gion must therefore be immediately amended to conform 
with international norms. , ... . 

It is the prerogative of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, the leader of the Jordanian delegation to Beijing 
last vear, to spearhead the campaign for such changes as 

soon as possible. , , 

In any case, the public needs to know a lot more about 
what had transpired in Beijing, including some more spe- 
cific information on the articles on which our delegation 

had to register a reservation. 

There was one specific important television interview 
with Dr. Amal Fait an, one of the key members of onr 
national delegation, on the Jordanian stance throughout 
the deliberations of the conference and it certainly had 
shed much light on its proceedings. 

Still, a great deal remains to be done in view of the 
national priority that we have all placed on the 
international meeting. Suffice it to recall that the global 
gathering was addressing issues that relate to half of the 
world's population. 

Since we all agree that.Beijing was some sort of a water- 
shed for women rights, we are entitled to more national 
deliberations and reflections on its results. Several months 
have elapsed since the adoption of the meeting's final doc- 
ument, but not much has been said or done on tbe local 
scene to translate the main features of that historic act into 


practice. 

Admittedly, we have many important issues on our 
national agenda that also await consideration, but I cannot 
think of a more pressing one than women’s rights. 


Parliamentary base 
of government rises 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Mainstream 
parliamentary blocs are more 
represented in the Cabinet of 
Abdul Karim Kabariti than 
his predecessor Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and contrary to 
expectations, the number of 
deputies soared from 17 to 
22 . 

With the exception of the 
16-member National Action 
Front (NAF) bloc, whose 
number of ministers de- 
creased from five to four, 
other parliamentary blocs 
either maintained the same 
number of ministers or in- 
creased its weight. 

The National Action Front 
bloc, led by Minister of Pub- 
lic Works and Construction 
Abdul Hadi Majali (Karak). 
now include in addition to 
Mr. Majali: Mifleh Rnheimi 
(Jerash), Hashem Dabbas 
(Salt) and Abdul Hafez 
Sbakhanbeh (Madaba). In 
the Sharif Zeid government, 
NAF members were five. 
They were: Abdur Majid 
Azzam (Irbid). Taha 
Habahbeh (Shobak),. Rateb 
Saoud (Tafileh), Nader Abul 
Sha’er (Irbid) and Mansour 
Ben Tarif (Karak). 


also a minister in Sharif 
Zeid's government. 

The nine-member Jorda- 
nian National Front, led by 
former Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 
maintained the same number 
of ministers — two. They are: 
Mohammad Salem Thoueb 
(Amman) and Mohammad 
Njadat (South Bedouins). In 
tbe former government, the 
front's ministers were Mr. 
Rawabdeh and Jamal 
Khreisha (Central Be- 
douins). 

Tbe parliamentary 
Fraternity bloc, which is a 
coalition of five deputies, had 
one minister in the previous 
government and it retained 
one ministerial post in the 
new cabinet — Mahmoud 


Hweimel (Jordan Valley) in 
the new one*: and' wader 


The bloc with the biggest 
representation was, however, 
the Democratic Parliamen- 
tary Coalition with six out of 
its seven members becoming 
ministers. The only member 
m the coalition who was not 
given a portfolio in the new 
government was Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Sa’d Hayel Srour. In addition 
to Premier Kabariti, who is a 
member himself in the coali- 
tion, the appointed ministers 
are: Samir Ka’war (Sait), 
Saleh Irsheidat (Irbid), Aref 
Bataineh (Irbid), Hammad 
Abu Jamous (Amman) and 
Munir Sobar (Amman). In 
the former government there 
were four: Mr. Ka’war, Mr. 
Irsheidat. Mr. Bataineh and 
Mr. Kabariti. 

Also, some former mem- 
bers of the coalition who are 
now independents have be- 
come ministers in Mr. Kabar- 
iti’s government. They in- 
clude: Mohammad Daoudieh 
fTafileh), Mustafa Shneikat 
(Sait), Abdul Karim Dughmi 
(Mafraq) and Ali Abu! 
Ragheb (Amman), who was 


the new one i land ' Nader 
Thuheirat (Northern Ghor) 
in the* former cabinet. 

The four-member Consti- 
tutional Bloc, which was 
formed after the Sharif Zeid 
government was announced, 
has one minister in the new 
government — Ahmad 
Qudah (Ajloun). 

The 17-member Islamic 
Action Front Patty bloc said 
it will not participate in Mr. 
Kabariti’s government and 
did not participate in Sharif 
Zeid’s government. Tbe re- 
maining ministers who are 
also deputies are indepen- 
dents. They are: Abdullah 
Ensour (Salt), Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat (Irbid), Jamal 
Saraireh (Karak) and A wad 
Khieifat (Shobak). Former 
independent deputies/ 
ministers who were not in- 
cluded in the new formation 
are Mohammad Abu Oleim 
(Mafraq) and Samir Habash- 
neh (Karak). 

The new government in- 
cludes eight ministers from 
the north, eight from the 
south and 10 from Al Wasat 
(middle Jordan). There are 
one Circassian, two Christ- 
ians and five Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin. 

Seven ministers hail from 
bedouin origins: two from 
Bani Hassan, tribes concen- 
trated around and east of 
Zarqa; two from Bani Abbad 
from Central Jordan; one 
from the Daajah of Amman; 
one from the Lawzis also of 
Amman; and one from the 
Huwaitat tribes in southern 
Jordan. 


aggressive statements reject- 
ing accusations by Damascus 
against Jordan for backing 
attempts to “divide” Iraq. 

Those statements were 
very indicative of the new era 
in Jordanian policy that re- 
fuses to tie Jordan to Syria's 
position, especially that 
Damascus was proceeding to 
reach its own peace agree- 
ment with Israel. 

The statements on Syria 
and later on condemning the 
Bahraini opposition for 
fomenting trouble on the is- 
land state appeared to reflect 
concern about a potential Sy- 
rian and Iranian attempt to 
influence the Jordanian 
opposition. 

But critics of the state- 
ments believed that The posi- 
tion on Syria and the explicit 
support for the Bahraini gov- 
ernment were more in tune 
with Israeli and American 
aims of portraying Iran as the 
major threat in the region 


Now Mr. Kabariti is ex- 
pected to shift to a less con- 
frontational style as a prime 
minister, partly to avoid 
fuelling the Jordanian 
opposition groups* rhetoric 
but also because his new job 
as a prime minister would not 
allow him the same manoeuv- 
rability that he enjoyed as 
foreign minister. 

One of his priorities, well- 
informed analysts say. is to 
pursue a two-pronged policy 
that would simultaneously 
improve ties with Israel and 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority — in an attempt to 
strike some kind of balance 
especially that the Palesti- 
nians are wary of Jordan’s 
warm relations with the Jew- 
ish state. 

As prime minister, he 
would most probably work to 
strike a permanent balance 
between the goals of Jordan’s 
foreign policy and avoiding 
serious frictions at home. 
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King to Kabariti: Work for ‘pure white revolution’ in pushing 
for comprehensive change in system of government 

Following is an official translation of the letter of designation given by His Majesty King Hussein to Prime Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti: 
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Ip the nunc of God, 
the Compassionate, 
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yis Excellency, our 
toother, Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti, may God protect 
and keep him. I present to 
you an Arab, Hashemite 
Reeling, and furthermore. 
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fT HAS been God’s favour 

{O hi* humble servant, to 

will that l serve this sacred 
country, and lead the noble 
Arab Jordanian people, for 
more than 42 years. 1 have . 
fayed this period, from my ’ 
e»rly youth until my adv- 
anced years, proud of my 

« jjj to Jordan, my 
it. my knowledge 
of it, and my feel for its 
pulse throughout my life. 

As I charge you with fann- 
ing and leading my new 
cabinet, I do so from my 
knowledge of you from the 
hears of your university stu- 
dies and until the present 
day. 1 know the sincerity of 
your commit ment to your 
country, your qualities, 
your purity, your loyalty, 
and your courage. 

You are among the men 
that hold their heads high, 
and never bow them except 
» the Almighty God; the 
men whose spirits do not 
shirk from fulfilling their 
duty, and do not cower 
before the challenge that it 
poses. 

My decree requires that 
the cabinet consist of ele- 
ments that are young, sin- 
cere, virtuous, honest, 
loyal, and capable, by 
God's will, of working as 
one team, and bearing the 
collective responsibility. It 
should reflect the lofty 
ambitions of the young, 
that are also mine, of build- 
ing a strong Jordan that 
would be a standard and a 
model, a country whose 
citizens hold their heads 
high, and bow them to 
none but God. I pray to 
God that your new cabinet • 
mV be blessed with His-i-.v 
approbation, 1 with the con- 
fidence of the people, and. : - 
|jrith my confidence; that it ! 
Should work to mobilise all 
energies, and draw its pulse 
from the pulse of the peo- 
ple in all its categories, in 
the countryside, the desen, 
and the cities. 

The cabinet should not 
seek to build a tawdry 
popularity at the expense 
of the people's progress 
and prosperity, but interact 
with and respond to the 
vast majority, the people of 
nobility, who have given 
me their love and their 
trust, in return for which I 
have devoted my life to 
therm. 

I hope that the new 
cabinet, under your lead- 
ership, will devote all its 


energy and potential, to 
effect a total and compre- 
hensive overhaul of the 
state apparatus and its up- 
per echelons, to propagate 
young people of awareness, 
in a white and pure resolu- 
tion that docs not deny the 
efforts and accomplish- 
ments of its preilccessors 
who bore their responsibili- 
ties and gave of their best. 
Instead, n should raise the 
edifice bevand what they 
have built, and work to 
revise the spirit of the 
Great result whose mes- 
sage and noble objectives 
we have inherited m the 
nation of Shura, democra- 
cy, responsible freedom, 
and the human being that 
respects his full right a> 
contribute to building his 
country’s strength, suhdits, 
and excellence. 

The fust of these objec- 
tives is to preserve and 
consolidate the unity of she 
nation and of all Jordanians 
in this, the haven of the 
free, and the hub of the 
elite, without omitting any 
rights of Us sons and daugh- 
ters. regardless of their ori- 
gins 

The second objective is 
to consolidate our process 
towards democracy and re- 
sponsible freedom, that 
aims for the best in wotd 
and deed, and tu safeguard 
the higher interest of the 
country and of future gen- 
erations. t enouncing ail 
forms of parochialism, pes- 
simism. and ail efforts to 
erode the credibility of nur 
national progress, the im- 
age of nur country, its 
accomplishments, and its 
future 

The third objective is u» 
make a review of our prog- 
ress in general, to realise a 
comprehensive corrective 
leap. This requires giving 
the top priority to coopera- 
tion among the three au- 
thorities of which we have 
the honour of custo- 
dianship. This should be 
done along the following 
guidelines: 

First- The Armed Forces 
are the shield of this coun- 
try and its protector. They 
merit from us all our atten- 
tion and care, as we con- 
firm our determination to 
modernise them and raise 
their efficiency and capabil- 
ity of outstanding perform- 
ance, in keeping with their 
renown, and the august re- 
sponsibilities that they 
undert3ke, whether in pro- 
tecting the territory, secur- 
ity, and accomplishments 
of Jordan, or in their parti- 
cipation in international 
peacekeeping forces in a 
number of countries. 

Second: To conduct a re- 
view of all state apparatus 
which have deteriorated 
because of the absence of a 


role for the private sector 
in the past years, which 
compelled the successive 
governments tu undertake, 
to a large extent, the func- 
tions nf that sector. We ate 
confident that all the pre- 
vent tifeumstunc?* aid and 
abet such a review-, su that 
the private sector may fulfil 
its role and its duty effec- 
tively, while the govern- 
ment limits itself to over- 
seeing it through an effec- 
tive and capable apparatus. 

Third: The youth are the 
reserve for the future, and 
the true wealth of this 
country. Their energy must 
be mobilised and channel- 
led to consolidate their 
sense of belonging to then 
country, through then 
habiliurmn, the develop- 
ment of special program- 
mes lor them, organising 
youth camps, cultivating in 
them the spint of initiative, 
and edifying the virtue of 
working for ihcir country 
and (heir society Moreov- 
er, the return tu this coun- 
try of thousands of edu- 
cated and qualified young 
people requires prepara- 
tion to absorb the best 
among them in the state 
apparatus We must mmi- 
v;iie our young and protect 
them from frustrating influ- 
ences, whether these influ- 
ences emanate irom their 
superiors who stifle them 
through their fear that 
young people constitute a 
menace tu them, or 
through the bad example 
that these superiors em- 
body. Wc must upen the 
road for the capable and 
efficient among our youth 
to progress in all fields, to 
achieve an efficient state 
apparatus where the good 
are rewarded, while the 
bad and unproductive are 
amputated. 

Fourth: In the field of 
education, we must, within 
our means, work constantly 
to improve the situation of 
teachers and schools, so 
that education can evolve 
from the state of teaching 
and learning by heart, to ; 
that of interaction with 
laboratories and compu- 
ters. and openness to the 
world, while concentrating 
on national awareness, so 
that the youth may know in 
which siate their country 
was. what it has become, 
and where they are head- 
ing. Wc must deal at the 
pre-university stage, with 
the present phenomenon 
where thousands graduate 
from universities every 
year, only to join the ranks 
of the unemployed, where 
their hopes arc dashed, and 
their ambitions frustrated. 
Moreover, universities 
must be allowed to set for 
themselves the criteria for 
enrolment of their stu- 
dents. which would guaran- 


Jordan and Kuwait move to heal rift 


(Continued from page 12) 
erred by sympathising with 
Iraq after it troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Sheikh Saad has ex- 
plained his stand by saying 
he is merely following anri- 
jonianiaiu ■ t Jordanian opinion among 
join. | ordinary Kuwaitis who ac- 
ters hail ft- t cused Jordanians living in 
- fc '” Kuwait of siding with the 
occupier. 

Kuwait downgraded di- 
plomatic relations and cut 
off aid to Jordan and sever- 
al other Arab states who 
sympathised with Baghdad 
during its seven-month 
occupation. 

Kuwait's ties with Jordan 
have been improving spor- 
adically since August 1995 
when Amman gave asylum 
to two Iraqi defectors and 


ovemrtifl 11 . * 

ministers * 

k; 

from Al % 
two lDr ‘ 


tribes <#■“ 

1 and *** 


Bam 


At* 


™j£»3 

raws* ^ 
s in 


pjif- 


tO 3 

■le 3S 3 

rlv Id V 

-y . 

*■ rhd*: 

'UP. .j, ]?■ 

* 

S’ er ‘>' 

me 0 


abandoned diplomatic sup- 
port for die Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah At Ahmad Al Sabah 
later met the Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti on two 
occasions and unofficial ex- 
changes were stepped up. 

The move was »n line 
with U.S. attempt* to fos- 
ter Jordanian-Gulf rap- 
prochement to heighten 
Baghdad's isolation and re- 
duce Jordanian reliance on 
Iraqi oil and other trade. 

• The fence-mending was 
briefly, derailed in Decem- 
ber when Sheikh Sabah 
offered to resign in a thinly- 
veiled protest at opposition 
to his polity mounted by 
Sheikh Saad. Sheikh Sabah 


withdrew his offer within a 
day. saying the row had 
been solved. 

Mr. Ghabra was one of 
several Kuwaiti academics 
who met Prince Hussan in 
Amman in January at a 
symposium of Arab intel- 
lectuals held to discuss 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait^ 

Mr. Ghabra said he 
found a favourable attitude 
towards Kuwait among 
Jordanian officials and in- 
tellectuals and duly re- 
ported this back tu Kuwaiti 
officials on his return. 

"The mood was extreme- 
ly positive,” said Mr. 
Ghabra. "There is a change 
of mood in Jordan, among 
the due and in the enlire 
politics of the country.” 


Sharif Zeid becomes Prince Zeid 


efli 0 ' (Continued from page 6 ) 


, 4 . 


e 

r. . ... 

**1 Jr? 
r on! 


such by the law” (article 
75.1). However, many poli- 
tical observers and analysts 
noted that traditionally no 
member of the Royal family 
having the title of prince has 
. . Uen on the role of a minis- 
jn . TbJ 1 ^ ter or prime minister, 
id 01 pair u 

the * 40} However, one observer 
v , iif that ‘‘although Prince 

'urjth 1,1 ^eid cannot be a prime 
I ptotister again, he can work 
* to Roya* Court.” 
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Sherifian clan of Aoun. Hts 
father. Prince Shaker, was 
bestowed with lt»e title of 
prince bv Shcrif Hussein 
Ben Aii o’f Mecca. King Hus- 
sein's great grandfather 
Prince Zeid Ben Fawaz was 
the ruling prince of Tuif when 
Sharif Hussein Ben Aii ruled 
the Hijaz. 

A former chief of the 
Royal Court and 
commander-in-chief of the 
Armed Forces. Prince Zeid 
formed his first government 
in 1989, stepping down later 
that year after overseeing the 


lint democratic elections in 
the country since 1956. 

He was made prime minis- 
ter again in October 1991, 
until the appointment of 
Abdul Salam Majali in May 
1993. He was renamed pre- 
mier in January 1995, and 
entrusted with overseeing the 
implementation of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty signed four months earlier. 

According to a source close 
to Prince Zeid, the new title 
is limited to the former pre- 
mier and excludes his family 
members. 


Prime minister pledges full adherence to directives 


IN HIS reply letter to the 
letter of designation, Mr. 
Kabariti said his govern- 
ment would be guided by 
the Royal directives and 

the King's transparent vi- 
sion in carrying out the 
responsibilities entrusted 
with it at this ciucial stage 
of Jordanian and Arab his- 
tory. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
hud joined the Middle East 
peace process to achieve a 
better future for this and 
the coming generations. 

The prime minister said 
Jordan, since the Madrid 
peace conference, entered 
a race of challenge for 
change, development and 
rehabilitation that would 
enable Jordan to maintain 
its i eliahle pioneering posi- 
tion, which the King has 
always sought tu achieve. 

Jordan joined the Middle 
Last peace process to 
achieve a better future lor 
this and the cnmmg genera- 
tions. and therefore "we 
had to shoulder the respon- 
sibilities of peace and reap 
its fruit, by the same vision, 
courage atld initiative upon 
which King Hussein based 
his decision to join the 
peace march in order to 
save the homeland, protect 
the land and rights and 
safeguard its achieve- 
ments." 

Mr. Kabariu said the 


King had been able, 
through his vision and 
genuine desire, iq mobilise 
the will fur genuine change, 
and "has enabled the poli- 
tical, economic, social and 
information institutions to 
work for change in an 
atmosphere of political 
pluralism and democracy, 
thus bringing about a 
genuine change, rather 
than a cosmetic change," 
he said. 

Mr. Kabariti lauded Jor- 
dan's achievements in the 
economic and political 
spheres, noting the succes- 
ses achieved by the econo- 
mic reform and political 
pluralism programmes. 

Mr. Kabariti said it was 
high time for the private 
sector to play a bigger role 
in easing the government’s 
burden, enabling the gov- 
ernment io dedicate its 
efforts to addressing wel- 
fare, reduction of poverty, 
and providing job opportu- 
nities tor the young people. 

Mr Kabjnti called on 
the private sector to utilise 
the investment opportuni- 
ties made available to it 
and to increase production. 

He stressed the need for 
exploring regional and in- 
ternational scopes which 
have been opened through 
the international credibility 
that King Hussein enjoys 
worldwide. 


He stressed the import- 
ance of rationale dialogue 
which is based on figures, 
information and mutual re- 
spect in securing the future 

that *he c. .usury has long 
sought to achieve. 

■■Talking about open in- 
sti r u : ion a ! dialogue 
prompt, us to hope for a 

new dictionary of transpa- 
rent. warm and genuine 
daily language, no: only 
between s::e legislative and 
executive powers hut also 
between ihr participating 
citizens and the Various col- 
ours o‘ :hr political spec- 
trum. including individuals, 
parties, universities, educa- 
tional centres and mass 
media." Mr. Kabann said 

He C-:ied !».■! adopting 
dialogue os a method for 
democratic education, 
saying that should form a 
part of "our national 
identity c-id a bo-is fur dia- 
logue on inter!:;:: policies 
and tor dialogue with 
others, hr they brethren , 
neighbouring cuuntne:. or 
international economic 
groupings." 

Mr. Kabariti said the five 
years :ha! followed Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait sub- 
stantiated Jordan's belief 
that the nation's problems 
cannot solved except 
through inter-Arab dia- 
logue and decisions. 


On mter-Arab relations, 
Mr. Kabariti said his gov- 
ernment would follow the 
same approach the out- 
going government of Sharif 
Zeid Sen Shaker had 
charted. 

Mr. Kabariti said his gov- 
ernment would work to 
clean inter-Arab relations 

from "any impurities re- 
sulting from the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait,” adding 
that the government would 
work with Arab brothers to 
achieve Arab solidarity and 
unify .Arab fold on the basis 
of new and constructive 
bases. 

Mr. Kabanu said his gov- 
ernment would direct spe- 
cial attention ro improving 
performance and increas- 
ing efficiency, in addition 
to finalising the legal mea- 
sures needed to protect and 
encourage investments and 
will facilitate the settlement 
of commercial disputes 
when they arise, in addition 
:c protecting intellectual 
property in the various 
fields, and preventing 
monopoly. 

The government will also 
figh! the acquisition and 
accumulation of wealth by 
illegal means and abuse of 
authority. 

Mr Kabariti said his gov- 
ernment will direct special 
.-.rrfnruvn to the Armed 


Forces and will provide it 
with advanced weapons 
and provide at! means 
needed to enable them to 
continue to perform their 
role in protecting the coun- 
try, and safeguarding re- 
gional security. 

On cooperation with the 
legislative power, Mr. 
Kabariti said his govern- 
ment would respect the 
opinion of the legislative 
power and the resolutions 
passed by the Lower House 
of Parliament, which repre- 
sents democracy and its 
genuine title. The govern- 
ment will also make every 
a possible effort to enhance 
Jordan's democratic 
march, which is based on 
the Constitution and the 
National Charter and 
which respects the opinion 
of the majority and reflects 
its aspirations.” Mr. 
Kabariti said. He added 
that the government would 
provide every possible sup- 
port to the judiciary and 
strengthen its cadres with a 
view to enabling it to per- 
form its rote in a manner 
that commensurate* with 
Jordan's endeavours to ex- 
pand its ties and contacts 
with the European Union, 
the United States and 
Japan, in addition to other 
economic groupings. 


tec that the best and most 
cap a hie will be qualified, in 
accordance with the coun- 
try's need ut these qual- 
ifications. Moreover, since 
work is a duty, a right and 
an honour, I believe 
strongly that we sutfer from 
an imbalance in the labour 
market. It is inconceivable 
that Jordan should 
accommodate a number of 
immigrant labourers grea- 
ter than that of unem- 
ployed Jordanians, 
whether this may be due to 
their lack of qualification, 
or because they have been 
ignored till after their uni- 
versity education. 

Fifth: In the field of agri- 
culture. it is necessary to 
make a review ol the 
volume and performance uf 
this sector, and the qual- 
ifications that it comprises, 
to make it compatible with 
the agricultural area that it 
serves. We have remarked 
over the past years that the 
methods of agriculture and 
marketing make land a bur- 
den to its owner rather than 
a source of income as it 
should be. so that he may 
cherish it like his lilchlood, 
and reap rewards for his 
efforts and care. Either 
that, or we accept the pre- 
sent orientation to lease 
land to immigrant workers, 
or dispose of it altogether. 

Sixth: We must also rid 
ourselves of the stifling 
bureaucratic routine in 
state institutions, which im- 
pedes work and repels in- 
coming investment. We 
must eliminate all man- 
ifestations of nepotism and 
corruption wherever they 
may be found, while keep- 
ing aware that much of 
what is spread about the 
existence of such practices 
is the work of some who 
seek to disfigure the image 
or this country, to malign 
it, and undermine its 
achievements. 

Seventh: We wish to ex- 
press our pride in the Judi- 
cial system of Jordan, and 
to assert our constant care 
to safeguard its independ- 
ence. to raise its efficiency, 
and to provide peace of 
mind in all its foims to all 
who work in it. An honest 
judiciary is the basis of 

security, and stability. If is 
the safeguard of people's 
rights and properly, that 

consolidates their sense of 
belonging. 

Eighth: We alsu wish to 
express our pride in our 
security services, which we 
have founded on a basis of 
virtue, high morality, and 
concern for the security of 
the country and its citizens. 
We wish to form, within 
the apparatus of the public 
security and the Ministry of 
Interior, offices for internal 
control to supervise the 
performance of these agen- 
cies, to maintain discipline, 
avoid errors and excesses 
anywhere, and to follow up 
on complaints by the 
citizens or on contraven- 
tions should anv occur. 


Ninth: Our progress to- 
wards democracy is a way 
of life which we have 
adopted, though it is not 
new to us. The Founder, 
my grandfather, may God 
bless his soul, broke the 
path for this progress, and 
we follow in his tracks, in 
working to consolidate our 
achievements and build up 
on them, so that our demo- 
cracy may be, as we have 
wished it, a model and an 
example, and so that Jor- 
dan may stay always the 
haven of the free, and the 
bastion of responsible free- 
dom, sincere pluralism, 
and respel for human 
rights, all of which spring 
from our faith, and the 
principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt. We shall pro- 
tect this blessed process 
from any sabotage or slan- 
der. under any pretext. 

Tenth: The Royal Jorda- 
nian airlines has under- 
taken an important role in 
bearing the bright image of 
Jordan to the world. It is 
one of the state institutions 
of which we are proud. It 
merits from us every care 
and attention, so that it- 
may overcome its difficul- 
ties and fulfil its functions 
with the efficacy that we 
desire. 

Eleventh: We think it im- 
portant that immediate and 
effective steps should be 
taken to safeguard our his- 
torical and archaeologist 
sites which form part not 
only of our heritage but 
also of human heritage at 
large. Protecting this herit- 
age is a duty we owe to 
coming generations. We 
also believe that considera- 
tion should be given to 
developing tourism in a ba- 
lanced way thereby ensur- 
ing that its benefits will 
flow into rhe national eco- 
nomy without causing 
adverse effects on the en- 
vironment. 

Twelfth: Our foreign policy 
has always been, and will 
stay, God willing, founded - 
on a broad base of interna- 
tional legitimacy, embo- 
died by our respect for the 
objectives and the rules of 
the United Nations Char- 
ter. particularly those that 
deal with (he respect, due 
by every state, for the 
sovereignty and territorial 

integrity of ail other stales, 
and with the preservation 
of basic human rights, in- 
cluding the nghi to self- 
determination. We shall 
work to consolidate our re- 
lations with all slates and 
regional groups, including 
the European Union, on 
the basis of mutual respect 
and common interests. 

In the field of inter-Arab 
relations, we assert our 
keen interest to mnintiun 
fraternal relations with our 
Arab brothers, based on 
mutual trust and respect, 
and emanating from our 
common bunds, and the 
dictates of our commitment 
to the Charter of the Arab 


League. Therefore, wc de- 
clare our concern :o pre- 
serve the units ar.d territo- 
rial mtegritv u! Iraq. At the 
same time. t\e declare that 
we stand with rhe Iraqi 
people, and with every 
effort that mav relieve its 
suffering and enable it to 
achieve “its rights to demo- 
cracy and pluralism, a plur- 
alism that reflects the 
varied composition of the 
Iraqi people. As for our 
Palestinian brothers, we 
reassert our pride in our 
fraternal and distinguished 
/ink with them, and our 
support for them and for 
their elected leadership, 
which will continue until 
they achieve their rights on 
their national soil. 

We realise that there are 
some who would deny us 
the right tu have an effec- 
tive role in this region, and 
in creating its future. Wc 
also realise that some suffer 
from an inferiority com- 
plex, from self-flagellation, 
frustration, and incapacity. 


Neverthless. we assert that 
this country, which has 
long suffered, and which 
remained firm in its com- 
mitment to its nation, has 
always been, and will al- 
ways maintain a central and 
pivotal role in shaping the 
future of this region. We 
shall not allow anyone to 
deny us this role nor to 
marginalise or undermine 
it. We believe firmly that 
the weight of this country 
and its importance spring 
from its positions that are 
based on these principles, 
and that wifi not succumb 
to vicissitudes nor press- 
ures. 

We are at the dawn of a 
new era. in which we shall 
resume our comprehensive 
development, in an atmos- 
phere of security and stabil- 
ity. after decades of sacri- 
fices which our generous 
people bore with patience, 
pride, and manliness. It is 
high-time that we fulfilled 
the right of this noble Arab 
people to a life in dignity 


and security, to enable it to 
build a bright future, be- 
coming of its sacrifices and 
its lofty ambitions. Let us 
go forth, with God's bles- 
sings and his assistance, to 
build our cherished Jordan, 
the country, the model, the 
embodiment of all the no- 
ble principles and aspira- 
tions which we inherited 
from our forefathers, and 
to safeguard which we have 
paid dearly. 

My confidence is great in 
you and in those whom you 
will select, from among the 
faithful and efficient sons 
of this counny, to bear the 
responsibility. You will re- 
ceive from me every help 
and assistnace, God will- 
ing. May God grant you 
and your colleagues suc- 
cess, and may He guide us 
all to the path of righteous- 
ness and success. 

Awaiting the list of your 
colleagues in the Cabinet of 
• ministers. 

May God bless and keep 
you. 
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Iraq cuts bus fares, food 
prices because of rising dinar 


IMF urges UAE to impose taxes, cut subsidie 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
authorities have slashed pub- 
lic bus fares and food prices 
because of the rising dinar in 
anticipation of an oil-for-food 
deal with the United Nations, 
officials said Sunday. 


more than half, from 2.5UU 
dinars for 20 litres of milk to 
1,000. The price of a kilog- 
ramme of cheese will also & 
reduced from 1,300 to 700 
dinars. 


The.Iraqi currency was also 
fixed at 450 against the U.S- 
dollar by the central bank, 
compared to 3.000 dinars for 
a dollar two weeks ago on the 
black market. 

The dinar has shot up 
against the dollar since the 
announcement on Jan. 19 
that Iraq would begin discus- 
sions with the U.N. on a 
partial lifting of the five-year 
economic embargo to sell oil 
for food and medicine under 
tight U.N. controls. 

Fares for public buses be- 
tween Iraqi towns have been 
cut by up to 50 per cent. 
Transport Minister Ahmad 
Murtada told the Al Qadis- 
siya newspaper, adding that 
extra buses would be put into 
circulation. 

He said a bus trip between 
Baghdad and Mosul. 400 
kilometres north of the capit- 
al, would now cost 250 dinars 
compared to 500. 

Private buses and taxis 
usually charge higher prices. 
Many Iraqis curtailed their 
travelling within the country 
because it was so expensive' 

The government agency in 
charge of milk distribution 
also announced Sunday that 
its prices would be cut by 


The overall price of food 
has fallen sharply with the 
rise of the dinar. 

Iraqi officials are set to 
begin talks Tueday in New 
York on Resolution 986, 
which would allow for limited 
oil sales under strict interna- 
tional control. 


any help to repair two oil 
tankers responsible for sup- 
plying fuel to ships and which 
were damaged during the 
(1980-1988) war with Iran 
and the multinational aggres- 
sion" of the 1991 Gulf war, 
an oil ministry official told 
the agency IN A. 


Iraq has been under a U.N. 
economic embargo since it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. The U.N. Security 
Council has refused to lift the 
embargo, charging that Iraq 
has not completely disman- 
tled its programme to build 
biological, chemical and nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Meanwhile. Iraq 
announced Sunday that it had 
repaired two oil tankers dam- 
aged in two its major conflicts 
and they were ready to refuel 
ships arriving in Iraqi ports. 

The announcement came 
ahead of talks between Iraq 
and the U.N. on im- 
plementing an oil-for-food 
deal due to open Tuesday in 
New York. 


Under Resolution 986 
Baghdad could sell a billion 
dollars of oil per quarter to 
buy food and medicine under 
strict U.N. control. 

"Iraq has managed without 


“The two tankers Al 
Baath, with a capacity of 
10,000 tonnes and Al Khali- 
da. with a capacity of 7.000 
tonnes, were supplying ships 
entering the ports of Umm 
Oasr and Al Zubeir as well as 
in the oil terminals in Mina 
Al Amiq and Mina Al Bakr" 
before the two conflicts. 

Iraq said Thursday it had 
tested its oil terminal at Mina 
Al Bakr in anticipation of 
returning to the oil market 
after an absence of more than 
five years. 

If Iraq agrees to accept the 
resolution, it will have to 
export most of its oil via an 
Iraqi-Turkish pipeline and 
the rest from Mina Al Bakr. 

Mina Al Bakr and Mina Al 
Amiq were seriously dam- 
aged by allied air bombard- 
ments during the 1991 Gulf 
war to free Kuwait from 
occupying Iraqi troops. But 
Baghdad has announced that 
the two terminals have been 
completely restored. 

They have a current capac- 
ity of 1.2 million barrels per 
day (b/d). an Iraqi source 
said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), in an unprecedented 
prescription for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). has 
urged the Gulf country to 
impose income tax and cut 
subsidies to revive its eco- 
nomy and tackle a large 
financial deficit. 

The IMF. in a report pub- 
lished in the weekly magazine 
Emirates Today, said the 
UAE needed to embark on a 
‘‘strong fiscal reform prog- 
ramme" to reduce a budget 
deficit which could climb to 
as high as 10 per cent of the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) annually until the 
year 2000. 

It said a deficit in the cur- 
rent account, which covers 
trade and financial dealings 
with other countries, could 
also deteriorate to reach an 
annual average of around 3.4 
per cent of the GDP in the 
same period. 

“The UAE needs a strong, 
comprehensive financial re- 
form programme in the 
medium term with clear 
objectives." said the report, 
which was prepared by an 
IMF mission during a visit to 
the emirates last year. 

“The programme should 
include accurate information 
about revenue and expendi- 
ture in order to benefit from 
IMF recommendations," it 

3dded. 

The recommendations co- 
vered “reducing government 
subsidies to the public and 
private sectors, cutting re- 
dundant labour in the civil 
service, rationalising non- 


productive spending and in- 
troducing large-scale con- 
sumption taxes as well as 
taxes on income of indi- 
viduals and companies." 

It was the first time that the 
IMF recommended such 
tough measures to the UAE. 
which has said it would join 
other Gulf oil producers in 
taking steps to revive its eco- 
nomy hit hard by weak crude 
prices. 

The UAE, a key OPEC 
producer, has ruled out intro- 
duction of income taxes to 
tackle its deficit, apparently 
fearing such a move could 
trigger mass resignations as 
was the case in Saudi Arabia 
eight years ago. 

Despite lower oil earnings, 
the UAE government con- 
tinued to provide heavy sub- 
sidies to local farmers and 
such services as electricity 
and water. Last year, it 
heeded IMF advice and hiked 
power and water rates but 
they remained largely subsi- 
dised, according to officials- 

The drop in income has 
turned a large financial sur- 
plus into a deficit, which was 
forecast at 13.8 billion 
dirhams ($3.76 billion) in 
1995 compared with a record 
15.9 billion dirhams ($4.33 
billion) in 1990. 

The government has not 
revealed how the shortfall ■ 
had been cut as it has been 
reluctant to issue bonds. But 
experts said they believed 
additional funds had come 
from withdrawal from over- 
seas reserves and borrowing, 
citing an external debt of 


Saudi study sees plug for foreign cash drain 


DUBAI (R) — A Saudi busi- 
ness group recommended 
foreigners in the kingdom be 
allowed to buy property and 
invest in the domestic stock 
market to put their wages to 
work in the local economy, a 
newspaper reported JSunday. 


Foreign workers repatri- 
ated up to $13 billion in wages in 
1995, part of which could 


have been used locally, the 
Saudi daily Arab News said. 

It quoted a senior official 
at the Riyadh Chamber of 
Commerce as saying a study 
recommended that foreigners 
be allowed to trade in Saudi 
Arabia's stock market under 
the supervision of the Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Agency, 
the kingdom's central bank. 

“The aim of the study is to 


identify investment opportu- 
nities for expatriates in the 
kingdom so that part of the 
money they remit could be 
invested in this country..." 
Arab News quoted the offi- 
cial as saying. 

“They should also be 
allowed to invest in real 
estate," the newspaper 
quoted the study as saying. 

Officials could not be 


Economist: Illegal activity equals 
to 11 % of Egypt’s GDP 


reached on Sunday. It was 
not clear whether the report 
would be considered by the 
government. 

Saudi laws would have to 
be changed to expand the 
investment base for fore- 
igners. Non-Gulf Arab fore- 
igners are not permitted to 
trade in the stock market or 
buy property. 

But they can invest in 
mutual funds through Saudi 
banks. 


More than six million fore- 
igners are among the 17.9 
million population in Saudi 
Arabia, which is working to 
rejuvenate its economy hit by 
yers of deficits and free 
spending. Weak oil prices 
and punishing 1991 Gulf war 
costs strapped resources. 

Its current five-year plan to 
2000 aims to reduce depend- 
ence on oil and encourage a 
greater role for the private 
sector. 


around $12 billion. 

“If the present policies are 
not revised, then the huge 
deficit will persist over the 
•next five years," the IMF 
said. 

“This will force the govern- 
ment to resort to more with- 
drawals from its overseas re- 
serves. and consequently this 
could weaken confidence in 
the management of the eco- 
nomy in the country," it 
added. 

An IMF breakdown 
showed government spending 
had steadily grown oyer the 
past five years, rising to 
around 55.9 billion dirhams 
($15.23 billion) in 1995 from 
nearly 49.7 billion dirhams 
($13.54 billion) in 1990. 

The increase occurred de- 
spite a decline in oil revenues 
to 31.6 billion dirhams ($8.61 
billion) from 34 billion 
dirhams ($9.26 billion) over 
the same period. 

The IMF said the UAE 
also needed to follow the 
example of Kuwait and other 
Gulf states to broaden the 
private sector through the 
sale of public facilities. 

“The UAE should work to 
strengthen the non-oil and 
private sectors through the 
implementation of a compre- 
hensive privatisation prog- 
ramme," it said. 

It also advised the UAE, 
which produces around 2.16 
million ban-els per day of oil 
under the OPEC quota 
accord, to detach its curren- 
cy, the dirham, from the U.S. 
dollar and link it to a basket 
of currencies to guard against 1 
dollar fluctuations and con- 
tain inflation. 

According to bankers, an 
improvement in oil prices 
coupled with restrained 
spending wiped out a pro- 
jected deficit in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) feder- 
al budget by the end of 1995. 

The federal budget does 
not include defence spend- 
ing, which is mainly sup- 


ported by the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, the largest of the fed- 
eration. 

It was the fourth year run- 
ning that the UAE, a key 
OPEC oil producer, elimin- 
ated or slashed its federal 
budget deficit through ex- 
ercising control on expendi- 
ture and additional contribu- 
tions from oil producing emi- 
rates. 

“According to my informa- 
tion, spending through 1995 
was lower than projected and 
revenues were higher. I be- 
lieve this has removed the 
budget deficit, if not turned it 
into a surplus." a UAE bank 
manager said. 

The UAE, which controls 
around 10 per cent of the 
world's proven crude re- 
serves, had forecast a deficit 
of nearly $290 million as 
spending was estimated at 
$4.89 billion and revenues of 
around $4.6 billion. 

Total revenues could be 
sharply higher if they were 
calculated within the consoli- 
dated accounts, which cover 
the federal budget and that of 
each of the seven Gulf 
sheikhdoms making up the 
country. 

The federal budget is in 
theory financed through half 
the income of each emirate 
'but in effect, almost all the 
funds come from the two 
main oil producing members 
— Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 

In some years, the two 
emirates increase their con- 
tributions to tackle a large 
deficit while other emirates 
are asked to keep spending to 
the minimum. 

That was the case in 1994, 
when projected expenditure 
of around $4.79 billion was 
cut to 4.27 billion dollars and 
earnings were boosted to 
$4.44 billion from an esti- 
mated $4.41 billion. 

This turned a forecast 
budget deficit of $380 million 
into a surplus to S1S7.7 mil- 
lion. according to the UAE 


central bank. f 

In 1993, a projected deft 
of $470 million was reduo vivfk 30 * 
to only S6.5 million by h pA- 
end of the year due to speo 1 fifl^ 
ing cuts. In 1992, .a stung* 
of $400 million became 
surplus of $569 million, !: ; a . g^i 


“The federal budget 
irded a larce snmW U. ..5*_ rr- - 


corded a large surplus m ttv i? s : 
first half of 1995 according £ J** ,r 


there were no signs of majo ^ 
increases in government tf' .4 9 .i: J 
penditure," said a banks., J 

close to the finance mmian •• iirJ- : ! ‘.'U i-u 
The UAE relies heavily^ d 

■'ll I ATnrtrtc rf^cnitA ill' ||,, < 


ir started to introduce auster -j ? l 
ity measures after eroded iw?-” iZ 

nrirfi* Iwan tft plimk - 


prices began to dimb downing P** 
mid 1980s. “1 — -* 


An increase in oil prices oi 
around $1.3 in 1995 boosted 
its income to $12.77 billion 
from around $11.79 billion io :s: ^ 
1994 while it maintained'-' 
OPEC-assigned output at*' 5 
2.16 million barrels per daj 

But it was not known 
effects the higher earning^* 3 sais 
had on its consolidated# 
accounts, which have suf 4 ??:'-r^ 
fered from a large actual 
ficit over the past few ytuB&j. 
mainly because of high- 
fence spending. Abu Dhabi is** 
the main emirate to spend on f^T 
defence and these expendi- # ; r - 
rures are not included in the 
federal budget. ... 

Official figures showed"’ 
such a deficit stood at 15.9*-**^“” 
billion dirhams ($4.33 billion) £ SS’ -ssr^v- 
in 1994 compared with 13.04 
billion dirhams ($3.55 billion) 5 : • r - 
in 1993. The wider gap was 
caused by a slight rise in 
expenditure and a decline in 
revenue due to weak crude 
prices. 

No official figures have 
been released on govern mem 
defence spending but military & ~ 
sources have put it at an 
average $1 billion a year. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hariri Arnold and MUu Argfrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


. r C AIRO (AFP) — Nearly $3 
billion, mostly made from the 
drug trade, is laundered in 
Egypt a year, while total 
illegal activities were equal to 
11 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), an 
economist has said. 

“The value of money 
laundering operations in 
Egypt totalled 9.8 billion 
Egyptian pounds ($2.9 bil- 
lion) in 1994," Hamdi Abdul 
Aziz, dean of the Sadat 


Academy for Administrative 
Studies in the northern town 
of Tanta.: said, in a report. 

Dr. Abdul Aziz, quoted in 
the Arab dally Al Hayat. said 
the total of illegal money 
earned in Egypt the same 
year was 16.3 billion pounds 
($5.7 billion). 

At that rate, illegal activi- 
ties would generate the 
equivalent of 11 per cent of 
Egypt's GDP, which totalled 
175 billion pounds ($51 bil- 


lion) in 1994. 

Most of the laundered cash 
came from the drug trade 
valuing three billion pounds 
($882 million) in 1994. 
whitewashed through private 
exchanges, local and interna- 
tional bourses and invest- 
ment companies. ■ 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment weekly Rose A I Yousef 
reported that a total value of 
$189 million were embezzled 
in Egypt in 1995. 
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THE Daily Crossword by C.F. Murray 


‘The world would never run out 
of fuel If they’d invent a car 
that runs on stupidity.” 


ACROSS 
1 Advantage 
5 Freeway exit 
9 Keenly aware of 

12 Name in fashion 

13 Alma’s follower 

14 Excavation 

15 Desiccated 
1 7 City on the 


EUQUE 

L 

1 

IS 

LUXET 


mmmm 

5^ 

TUVIRE 



STIMCY 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- *st:s 

DAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1996 

g 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Being patient in doing 
your career today is wise, 
whether it be in the outside 
world or at home, since there • - : "- 

could be many delays. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May] 
M) You feel nervous and; 


!;■ “it 

« Sa:. . 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as eug- 
gesled by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


. M) You feel nervous and 
•vwant to change your planrlf?® 
about recreations today, {ft 
don’t do so. Don’t lose year — , 
temper or there could be dire . 

consequences. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Make plans for the day [_ 

today and carry them through 

instead of running off at ran- 1 “ 

dom here and there which c 
will do no good for yotu 
success. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; CRIME FLOOR HECTIC HORROR 
Answer When the freezer broke down they lest— 
THEIR COOL 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) If an outside 
partner acts strangely today, 
do not get your feelings hart 
since this person is under 
tension and does not undo- 
stand his or her attitude. 



If JfHili 

Dweller 


18 Vole for 

19 Decorous 

20 Portuguese 


22 Pack 

23 Hagar's wife 

24 Companion 

27 Agitates greatly 

30 Stand 

31 Military salute 

32 Morning 
moisture 



LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Control that temptation to 
spend lavishly today and save 
the money for more practical 
purposes. Handle business 
wisely. 



VIRGO: (August 22 to ^ _ 
September 22) Try to come Forf5p nt 
to the right decision abort 111 

changes you want to make ^ - r _‘aina. 
either at this time, at your J oatnro, 
home or at place of business, v ^ teiSDho; 
LIBRA: (September 23 to ; S?£rt *sn:s 


34 Ball figure 

35 Writer Fertoer 

36 Biblical suffix 

37 British 
philosopher 

38 Saint John's 
bread 

39 Makes like 
new 

41 Revelers of 
myth 

42 Actor Jeremy 

43 Bogs 

44 Interstice on a 
leaf 

46 Candy striper 

47 Retreat 

50 Pianist Peter 

51 Clavicte 

54 Boat cover 

55 Carrying heavy 
luggage 

56 Cupid 

57 Carte start 

58 Q.E.D. word 

59 Certain region 


Andy Capp 


DOWN 

1 Small whirlpool 

2 Calamitous 

3 "Naked Maja” 
painter 

4 Time period 

5 Fanatic 

6 Smidgen 


© 1996 Tribune Media Services, Inc 

All nghis reserved. 

7 Boys, later 

8 Can 

9 Stranded 

10 Ornamental 
box 

11 Fruit 

13 Corday's 
victim 

14 Skin affliction 

16 Fem "seed” 

21 Pollster Roper 

22 Be vanquished 

23 Tree with red 
berries 

24 Escapade 

25 Declaim 

26 Ida Lupino 
film 

27 Stories- 

28 Domingo, e.g. 

29 Cleans 

31 Monica of 

tennis 40 Ci 

34 Nuisance on a 41 Ai 

boat 43 - 

35 Truck stop sign 44 Tt 

37 Car follower 45 Si 

38 Worker with 46 Ac 

rattan Al 


□□□□□ BDQQ BdEfiji 

□□□□ 

DQQUUtiUtlGQ □□□□ 

□aonQQ □□□□□□■ 

■ QUDEJ QQQQ 
□□□□ UUUUuu CH3 
□□□□ DQBI3Q □□ 
HOQBfl PB Q EHDOEM 
DkJU QDQQQ LJLI I'JlJ 
biuJLl DDOK2QQ QQQQ 

■ ann a □□□□ m 
uauuu nn omaama 
□□□□ aaaaaaautiL 
IC3QE22Q QQQQ QQGQQ 

gang npna anaga 





LIBRA: (September 23 to , c,,rr -5nt s = 
October 22) You want to pt 
out of limitations plactf Unfur hish»d 
upon you today, but be P* 1 ’*/' 
tient since this is not the right JJ8) f^i 
to do it or difficulties couMn.Jg' 
develop. * 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Pals may Sir 
appoint you today, but 
ise that they may have 
cullies also. Don't be oveny /I 

anxious to gain your wishes- *e/vt! 5 
SAGITTARIUS: (November , 


oAoiiiAKlUd: fivovenw« Jf 

22 to December 21) Yoo jjnL, 

have to be wise, but tactful ® a C (^ p p 

business or public dealing. 

today if you want to ba^-llljl t ’ , 

good results and be very sk* ^Ulnli 

cessful. E 1 ' 


Nlutt’n’Jeff 


40 Company 

41 Auto style 

43 — mignon 

44 Theater gp. 

45 Substantial 

46 Actor Robert or 
Alan 


47 Copperfielcfs 
wife 

48 Slaughter of 
baseball 

49 Branch home 

52 Rowing need 

53 Hymenopteran 



cessful. 

CAPRICORN: (December 5 
to January 20) You feel 
are in a rut, so plan today ji* 0 \ 

how to get out of it very sort 1 
Do not rely on a new contaj- 
or you will be disappoint*" 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
February 19) You think yo° r 
hunches are good today a* .. \ 
want to follow them, but ti# 
could lead you in wref 
directions which could be dis, 
astrous. jV- 




i6 93399 


'f 




PISCES: (February 20 Wl 
March 20) This is not the d* Ja 
today to get your poMjjh 
across to a stubborn aswdak? S Jif 
so postpone until a 
time any suggestions you mV'Wfn 

have - m 

Binhstone of February: Ami 
ysl — Onyx 
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Negotiators ready $40m 
World Bank loan to Jordan 


)0 


null* 


By P.V. VIvckanand 


: of SSfc? =? Times Staff Reporter 
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$40 million World Bank loan 
to Help the Kingdom's 
export sector and a draft 
accord awaits formalisation 
before being presented to the 
World Bank’s board: official 
sources said Sunday. 

-The sources said the 
amount under initial discus- 
don was $35 million but was 
raised to $40 million during 
negotiations held here last 
month by a World Bank team 
beaded by project officer 
Toufan Kolan and officials 


fling, finance and industry 
and trade. 

Accordingly 10 the’sourcev 
who declined to be identified, 
also said a World Bank mis- 
sion was expected here next 
month to discuss an SJi! mil- 
lion lean to help Jordan’s 
economic reform program- 
me. 

Jordan is expected to re- 
ceive at least $150 million in 
World Bank credits during 
fiscal 1996. and officials of 
the world body base said that 
the Kingdom cousd continue 
to receive assistance as long. it 
fulfilled :hc targets se: m the 
reform programme agreed 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


loanr. to Jordan will come 
undo cotuuncmg arrange- 
ments with foreign govern- 
ments, meaning that (hr 
Kingdom could expect an 
equivalent amount m credit 
from the cnfinMOerv 

The IMF itself is poised to 
extend up m S>0tl million in 
credits to Jordan during the 
1996-OK period, and a torm.il 
IMF decision to approve that 
loan, given under an ex- 
tended fund facility targeting 
countries with good records 
of economic perfvw munvc, is 
expected this month. 

According to the sources, 
the final draft of the agree- 
ment on the $40 million 
World Bank loan is reads and 


Sj_ |VI»: — "t u ltstui ¥ » UMM f. I/IOIR lUdll I'l IC.SMV illKl 

\ fr** 11 minwr ^ uf phin-_ Mm! o! :hc WorSd iijn{k__no* qwdih approval from ihe 

3 lri j,f -- : - — 

0ni e tu t,-.. 


minister of planning. Rinia 
Khai.il. who is cunently out- 
side the country. 

“The draft accord will he 
then presented to the World 
Bank hoard of governors." 
said one source, adding that 
no hurdle was expected m 
appiovii] hv the biurd. 

'I "he loan, winch will be 
channelled through Jorda- 
nian institutions to exporters 
seeking credit to finance ex- 
ports. carries an interest rate 
of about seven per cent It is 
repayable in IS seats with a 
grace period ol five years 

In effect, funds will be 
made available mostly to ex- 
ports as what is known as 
package credit - - financing 


tile total value of export 
orders supported bv h.»nk 
documents guaranteeing pay- 
ment upon execution. 

The credit will carry an 
interest rate lower than rhar 
on regular commercial loan 
and is designed to help expor- 
ters who m. iy not have 
enough fund-. to finance rhe 
purchase of raw material and 
processing ihe goods for ex- 
port. 

The credit complements 
(he various programmes 
adopted by the government 
to help local exports and 
achieve the national objec- 
tive of export-led economic 
growth That is part ut the 
economic reform programme 


.up to a gnod {Mrrceni.ige ot qgTced with ihe IMF. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 29-February 2, 1996) 

AMMAN — The L-.S unit depreciated agumst other 
iiMfor ciinenucs last week It ended the week 1.411 percent 
lower against Meiting. u t»4 per cent lowering against the 
mark and U 17 pc« cent lower against the yen 

Tlit- dollar depreciated against (he mark and sterling 
Monday, while rising slightly against the yen The dollar's 
decline came on the back oi' the mark s rise against other 
Liiropciin currencies on concerns over the timetable tor a 
Common European currency. In the meantime, analysis 
indicated that traders remain sceptical about the feasibility 
of fimopeaii Moiieiarv Union 

Ihe U S unu appreciated agamsf other major currencies 
Tuesday, however Rc polls indicated that the dollar lose 
despite the release of L' S. economic data showing modest 
results, and indicating that the U.S. econoniv is still slowing 
down. U.S. retail *ciles showed a undest rise of tl. 3 per cent 
in December, compared ro an expected use ot O n per cent. 
Lxcluding autos, retail sales showed modest rise of only H. J 
per cent. Meanwhile, (lie i>elief that European short-term 
interest rates would fall more quickly than U.S. rates, 
supported (he doll.u. 

The dollar retreated against other major currencies 
Wednesday. Repons indicated that the dollar showed a 
meagre reaction to the Federal Reserve's monetary easing, 
as u was widely expected. The FOMC lowered the federal 
funds rate by G.d5 per eenr to 5.25 per cent. It also 
surprised market participants by lowering the discount rale 
by the same ficrcentage. to 5.CAJ per cent. 

Tile U.S. unit continued Ms depreciation against other 
major currencies Thursday. Analysts indicated that rhe 
Bundesbank's decision lo keep its interest rates unchanged 
following its council meeting that day. prompted dollar 
.selling. 

Ibe dollar continued its decline against other major 
currencies at the end of the week, despite supportive 
comments from. Bundesbank President Hans Tiermeyer. 
and U.S. Deputy Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers. 
Mr. Tictmever indicated that the dollar could rise further 
against the mark, while Mr. Summers said that a strong 
dollar is m rhe interest .to the United States. 

Meanwhile, the dollar showed little reaction to a large 
drop in U.S. non-farm payrolls, as market participants 
believed that the figures were distorted by the blizzard that 
struck the east coast of the United States in January. The 
employment report showed a sharp drop of 201 thousand in 
non-farm payrolls in January, compared to a rise of 161 
thousand in December. The unemployment rate rose to 5.H 
per cent in January, front 5.6 per cent tn December. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.4K20 marks. 
106.45 yen and at $1.5245 to the pound. 


Japanese 
exporters 
put dollar 
sales on 
hold 


TOKYO { R} — Japanese ex- 
porters. usu.iii;. amure the 
main sellers ot the dollar, arc 
putting sales cm hold in light 
of its recovery, and expect a 
strong dollar trend to con- 
tinue m coming months, com- 
pany officials said Friday. 

"The dollar wuit': dip back 
below lliU yen I see it mov- 
ing Within a liMJ-l!u yen 
range until June." said lsu- 
fcosj Wada. j genera) mana- 
ger a: Seiko Corp 

The dollar hit a 23-monih 
high of 1<J7 53 yen in Tokyo 
on Thursday and met little 
resistance from exporters' 
sale- 

"kye Oid see some expor- 
ters' selling along the way. 
bur ii was scarce and scat- 
tered." said Shmichi 
^amashita. a manager at 
Sanwa Bank. 

A spokesman for Nissan 
Motor In Ltd said 'We 
have finished seilmg mi's! ot 
our dollars ».ir :hts tisca* yea: 
through forward contracts 

VVh:!e vine exporters such 
as V c san no longer need tc 
seli dollars tor this fsscji year, 
at he is are waiting because 

they see t.rfim l.-r the dollar 
to rise further. 

Mr \S ada said Seiko had 
carried out only dollar s.::cs 
required by February. "In 
the short-term. I sec a gra- 
dual trend of a higher Juriaf 
and a weaker yen." he 
added. 

Fujitsu Ltd had stopped 
selling dollars through for- 
ward contracts and limited its 
sales within the spot market, 
a company official said 

Sanaa's > umashitu said: 
■Exporters' recent strategy is 
to keep their tor ward con- 
tracts to a minimum." 

Exporting firms usually sell 
dollars through forward con- 
tracts to hedge against possi- 
ble losses in expected dollar 
incomes from market fluctua- 
tions. In a forward contract, 
the buyer and seller agree on 
future delivery of 3 specified 
amount of a currency at a 
certain rate. 

"One reason we stopped 
forward transactions was that 
the likelihood of sharp fluc- 
tuations has decreased." said 
Takashi Takuya, a general 
manager at Fujitsu Ltd. 

1 no longer get phone calls 
in the middle of the night." 
he said, referring to the' dol- 
lar's gvrations last vear. 


N 
Julv 


CHUDKP ■ 
21) II s' 






•a % DAJANI 

••It jewellers 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 


(July 22 ic jf. 
ol rial 
lavishly v&'s 
onevfw^f ■„ 
-ses. " 

;0: I *“-£•, 

mber -> "a 
e righ* Jc “' ^ 
es you “i'.: 
at 

or at P iatf - 

lS e £ ie8 ?-:' 

Jr22)' cD ^ 

'you tcxlaV .'i 

at rie> 
s also- W - 
0 1 of* . I 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina. 3 
bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and- 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished tor 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Td: 810605, 810609, 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

• f 

Pnrfesnooal Quality' is 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film tt 
oor shop and get:- 


JUMBO phmti 

30% 


Fro# Mlrrfo- 

20 x 30 am 


Shmcnani— ■ Qpp- Grindfayi 
Bank. Phone: 6*0*2 
Swtrficb td: 823891 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyoh 



if.Q.TEL 

-SECURITY 
^ HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY , 


Ail Suites Hotel 

FLAT O- TEL 

A^SjLlt 

863944 - 816690 


7 

Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


fANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


FOJ? RENT 


Deluxe ViUas 
\8LAppartments\ 
in Amman 


for further deialfe pkasc call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


DOLLAR 


RCNfA CAR 


Make Car 


Rental Simple 
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One and Two Bedrooms 
Rnaaonabte Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle * 692672 
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RENT A CAR 
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Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 
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A review of news from the Arabic press . 


| Arab Maritime Bridge Company 
j records $6 million net profit in 9 95 

■ ** THE ARAB Maritime Bridge Company (AMBC) 
| posted a S6 million net profit last year and invested $5 

■ million in acquiring fleet. The company is equally owned by 

■ the governments of Jordan, Egypt and Iraq. The AMBC’s 
j genera! manager, Mohammad A1 Dalabeeh, said the 
! company's new buildings, constructed a 5,000-square metre' 
| area at a cost of approximately JD 1 million, would be 
; completed in April 1996. Workd would start on building an 
i investment project which would bring additional income in 

- addition to rebuilding the maritime and operations offices 
I to correspond with AMBC’s purchase of two ships and a 
! speed boat (Al Dustour). 

■ Ministry of Transport studying in 

! detail the public transport system in 
; the Kingdom 

j ** THE MINISTRY of Transport is seeking to adopt a 
1 comprehensive national plan for public transport in the 
| Kingdom. Transport Minister Samir Kawar said his tninis- 
i try had begun a detailed field srudy in order to organise and 
i restructure this scciot. He indicated that the ministry has 
■. entrusted a consulting company to prepare a study analys- 
! mg the sector and pointing oui the fundamental problems 
; that :! faces. The study is supposed to come out with 
f practical solutions to these problems and to develop 
i transport legislation in addition to formulating an institu- 
j tkmal framework that would supervise the transport sector 
through activating the role of the Higher Council for 
i Transport, reviewing routes for transporting passengers, 

- improving the level of service and adopting international 
standards to public transport means. 

Mr. Kawar said the study aims at determining the 
Kingdom's transport needs, studying the situation of the 
Public Transport Corporation and formulating an informa- 
tion base about the transport sector to make it run on 
scientific bases and to have it provide passenger transporta- 
tion services in a unique and modem system. The study is 
expected for completion by mid-June of this year (Al Ra’i). 

i 

) Jordan Hotels Society to establish 
| branches in Aqaba and Petra 

I *Cr THE JORDANIAN Hotels Society will open a branch 
in Aqaba, after securing the approval of the Ministry of 
Tourism, to look after the interests of more than 18 hotels 
in the city. Dr. Samaan Qusous has been changed with the 
task of setting up the branch. The society will also open a 
branch in Petra (Al Dustour). 

Technical team studying the 
establishment of international 
communications company 

** THE MINISTER of post and communications has 
announced that his ministry has entered the practical stage 
of establishing the International Jordanian Communica- 
tions Company. Noting that Jordan was chosen because of 
its central geographic locations, the minister said that a 
technical team has been formed to follow up on estab- 
lishing this company and preparing a dear concept of its 
objectives (Al Ra’i). 

Fanek: IFC began buying shares of 
Jordanian companies 

** WRITING IN his daily column at Al Ra'i Arabic daily, 
economic analyst Fahed Fanek said that the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), which is the investment arm of 
the World Bank, has entered the Jordanian stock ex- 
change. He wrote that as of last Tuesday, the corporation 
had been buying S100.000 (JD 70,000) worth of shares 
every day and that such daily buying would continue for 
quite some time. Dr. Fanek said that the IFC had founded 
a special S12 million fund to invest in Jordanian shares, 
stocks and financial papers. The IFC, Dr. Fanek said, was 
executing its purchases through the British Bank of the 
Middle East in Amman and the Jordan Investment and 
Finance Bank but both banks declined lo comment or 
reveal the timetable for purchases. According ro the 
analyst, all the parties concerned are interested in keeping 
the operation secretive for the longest time possible to 
benefit from low prices at the exchange and to prevent 
driving prices up. Dr. Fanek sees the buying to continue for 
at least 24 weeks. The Jordan Times’ sources denied the 
story. 
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Unstoppable Seizinger completes triple 


VAL D'ISERE. France ( R) 
— Unstoppable Katja Seizin- 
ger of Germany was in a class 
of her own again as she re- 
corded her third victory in os 
many days in a Super-Giant 
Slalom on Sunday to wrap up‘ 
the world cup title. 

* Seizinger. who had jumped 
into the World Cup lead with 
wins in another Super-G on 
Friday .and a downhill on 
Saturday, -ended a busy 
weekend in style with a win- 
ning time of one minute 6.64 
seconds. 

The win means she will 
retain her world cup super- 
giant slalom title, with only 
one event remaining this sea- 
son. she is more than 100 
points clear of her nearest 
rival. Alexandra Meissnitzer 
of Austria, who came sixth in 
Sunday's race. 

Seizinger can also reason- 
ably dream of overall World 
Cup victory after finishing in 
the top three in each of "the 
last four races. 

The Olympic downhill 
champion and Super-Giant 
world champion looked im- 
pressive on the 1.796- km 
Oreiller-Killy piste as her riv- 
als struggled on a course 
made tricky by a thin layer of 
fresh snow. 

Italy's Isolde Kostner 
made a poor start and was 
0.67 seconds off the pace at 
the first intermediate 
timecheck. But a strong fin- 
ish on the fat lower section 
allowed her to take second 
place. 0.3S seconds back. 

Austrian rising star Renate 
Goetschl. who was second in 
Friday's Super-G. had 
another consistent run to 
come third. 0.41 seconds be- 
hind the winner. 

The race, which went 
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BONN (AFP) — Boris 
Becker will miss Ger- 
many's Davis Cup clash 
with Switzerland in Geneva 
next week because of in- 


Germany's ftatja Seizinger in action under Super G race 4 in Val D'Isere. French Alps, 
heavy snow to win the women’s World Cup with a time of- 1:06.64 (Renters photo) 


standings in the discipline. 

She will take the title in 
that event for the fourth con- 
secutive time as Meissnitzer, 
.second with 354 points, will 
not be able to catch up. a race 
win carries 100 points. 

In the overall World Cup. 
the German leaves Val D’ls- 
ere with 10S2 points against 
Austrian Anita Wachter’s 
891. 


led. had made the 23-year- 
old German hungry for vic- 
tory. 


“I wanted to do well here, 
especially with the world 
championships starting 
soon," she said. *‘I feel great 
at the moment and I hope I 
can do well there." 


Germany, dense fog on the 
Kandahar course Sunday 
forced organisers to call off a 
World Cup men's downhill 
for the second day in a row. 


jury. 

Becker, ranked fourth in 
the world after winning the 
Australian Open, said he 
was suffering from in- 
flamed ligaments in his left 
leg. 

“My whole leg hurts and 
is all but useless," he said. 

Germany’s chances had 
already been hit by Michael 
Stich's three-and-a-half 
month lay-off with an ankle 
injury. 

Stich is likely to play the 
singles with Marc Goelner 
while Bemd Karbarcher. 
Hendrik Dreekmann and 
David Prinosil will fight it 
out for the other team 
places. 


There was no immediate 
decision whether the race will 
be run Monday. 


Ivanisevic 

battles 


Wachter. who had came 
here in the lead, fared poorly 
in all three races. She was out 
of the top 30 Sunday and 
failed to score a single point. 

Seizinger could have done 
even more damage if Satur- 
day's second downhill had 
not been cancelled becaue of 
bad weather with her leading 
after 11 starters. 


Kostner, who is enjoying 
the best results of her career 
this season, also had a fine 
weekend with a third place in 
Saturday's downhill. 


Organisers first planned to 
have a two-run, shortened 
downhill race, but called the 
event off shortly before it was 
scheduled to start when the 
fog failed to lift. 


past Forget 


“It's a pity the second dow- 
nhill was cancelled but it was 
the right derision becaue we 
couldn't see the first gate." 
she said. “Today, the condi- 
tions were alright." 


ahead despite poor visibility 
and light snowfalls, was the 


and light snowfalls, was the 
last scheduled women's event 
before the world cham- 
pionships in Sierra Nevada. 
Spain, next week when 
Seizinger will start as 
favourite in the speed events. 

Seizinger. who has won 
three of~the six Super-Giant 
slaloms held so far. now has 
465 points in the World Cup 


“It's too early to think ab- 
out the overall title because 
there are quite a few races 
left.” said Seizinger, who was 
pushed into second place by 
Vreni Schneider of Switzer- 
land in the very last race 
season. 


Kostner paid tribute' to 
Seizinger. saying: “She's 
really strong. The way she’s' 
skiing at the moment, the 
only way to beat her is not to 
make a single mistake. No- 
body could do that. She will 
be hard to beat in Sierra 
Nevada." 


Off the three races planned 
for the weekend, only Fri- 
days downhill wenr ahead as 
planned and was won by Luc 
Alphand of France, a dow- 
nhill was planned for Satur- 
day and a Super-Giant slalom 
for Sunday. Saturday's dow- 
nhill was then postponed for 
24 hours, with the Super-G 
moved to Monday. 

Sunday's fog wiped out 
those plans. 


A bad weekend last month 
in Cortina and then a frus- 
trating one in Sestriere, 
where's downhill was cancel- 


Fog forces organisers to 
call off men’s downhill 


Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 


The races here are the last 
speed races before the World 
Championships that start 
Feb. 12 in Sierra Nevada. 
Spain, a Giant slalom is sche- 
duled for Feb. 10 in Hinter- 
stoder. Austria. 


Pankratov breaks record 


PARIS (R) — Denis Pankra- 
tov either forgot his manners 
or his coach's advice when he 
smashed the world short 
course 200 metres butterfly 
record at the Paris World 
Cup meeting on Saturday. 


The Russian led from start 
to finish to clock one minute 
52.34 seconds, slashing 0.71 
seconds off the previous 
mark of Frenchman Franck 
Esposito. 


Pankratov had said before 
the meeting his coach had 
told him to concentrate on 
breaking the world 100 
metres butterfly record as it 
would not be polite to break 
Esposito's record against the 
French swimmer in front of 
his home fans. 


The unfortunate Esposito 
could do nothing against the 
mighty Russian with the sub- 
marine style in which he 
swims under water for the 
first length. 

Esposito, who -had set the 
previous record in Paris near- 
ly two years ago. finished 
second but was more than 
five seconds behind. 

“I don't know what hap- 
pened,” Pankratov said after- 
wards. “I just tried to swim 
my normal race and I broke 
the world record." 

Esposito recognised his riv- 
al's dear superiority. “When 
he takes to the water like 
that, he can break the world 
record any time he wants. 
Denis is an extra-terrestrial." 
he said. 



Russian swimmer Denis Pankratov in action to record during the World Cup meeting in Paris 
set a new world 200m short course butterfly (Reuters photo) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANMAH HIRSCH 

ei9'H Ur -&1 Somnn. nc 


*K Q J 9 8 54 3 TK 10 *Void *A Q 7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1? I* 47 7 

What do you bid now? 


Atletico boost title claims 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 ■ Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q. 5 ■ As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


31 Pass 7 

What action do you take? 


<*A Q J 10 9 7E :AJ7 *AJ85 
Your nijht hand opponent opens 
the hiddinc with one heart. What 
action do vou take’ 


Q. 3 - Eu?l-Woct vulnerable, os 
South vou hold: 


AAK9 TA Q 73 2 vK4 *1093 
Your ncht-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one spade What 
action do you Like? 


aAKIOSS ZQJ 0432 *KQ3 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold. 


• KQ64 3 75 4 32 v4 *Q8 2 


The bidding has proceeded 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I-:- Pm, 1* Pom 


The bidding has proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
17 I* 27 Pam 

Pm, ? 

What action do you take? 


Q. 6 - Beth vulnerable* as South 
you hold: 


*Q 10 6 72 1KJS2 AAQG54 


Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold- 


The bidding has proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
17 Puu 2* Pan* 

27 Pam 7 

What action do you lake? 


MADRID (Agencies! — 
Atletico Madrid moved yet 
closer to the Spanish first 
division title here Saturday 
with a hard-fought 2-1 win 
over Sporting Gijon achieved 
courtesy of goals by Milinko 
Pantic and Jose Luis 
Caminero. 

Atletico stretched their 
lead over joint second-placed 
Barcelona and Espanyol to 
12 points although the Cata- 
lan sides both have a match in 
hand. 

Valencia meanwhile suf- 
fered a blow to their UEFA 
Cup aspirations as they 
crashed 4-1 at Zaragoza. 


FOR SALE 


Cantona returns with 2 goals 
In London Eric Cantona 


Outstanding Villa in Shmesani 


Located on a comer lot across from the United Nations Bldg. 
Composed of 2 floors and a basement. Living area 650 sqm , land 
1242 sqm . The ground floor has a master bedroom, salons > dinning 
room. 2 Kitchens, three bathrooms & 2 fire places. The upper floor has 
one master bedroom, three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and family room. 
All rooms have built in closets. The basement has a maid's room, play 
room and storage area. There is a 4 car garage , guards room and 
storage room. 


L/T'MMan 


HAYAT AMMAN 
SUITES HOTEL 


Contact the owner directly at 663482 or 604819 from 2:00-8:00 pm 


Tel. 837175 
Fax. 83717^ 


made a spectacular but 
peaceful return to Selhurst 
Park Saturday with two goals 
in a 4-2 victory for Manches- 
ter United at Wimbledon. 

A year after the French- 
man attacked a Crystal 
Palace fan kung-fu style by 
leaping into the crowd anil 
kicking him. Cantona made 
his mark with an impressive 
performance on the field this 
time, his second goal coming 
from the penalty spot near 
the end. 

Andy Cole and an own 
goal by Wimbledon defender 
Chris Perry gave United early 
control before Cantona's la- 
ter strikes. Marcus Gayle and 
Jason Euell replied for 
Wimbledon bur victory for 
Alex Ferguson's team was 
never in doubt. 

The Reds regained second 
place from Liverpool, which 
was held 0-0 at home by 
Tottenham. 

Leader Newcastle downed 
Sheffield Wednesday 2-0 with 
goals from Les Ferdinand, his 
100th in the leguc. and Lee 
Oark, Kevin Keegan's Mag- 
pies remain nine points clear 
of Ferguson's team with 
Liverpool third two points 
further behind. 

Aston Villa climbed to 
fourth after a 3-0 victory over 
Leeds at Villa Park. Tobagan 
striker Dwight Yorke scored 
his 50th fionl. 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


TFT.: 677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


WESLEY SNIPES 
& YANCY BUTLER 


DROP ZONE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m. 


PLAZA 

Nabieleh Oubead/safiyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 

Atabeht Al Settat 
(ladie's Step) 
Arabic 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

Police Academy 


Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 


Jim Carrie 


Shows: 2:30. 6:15 


m:.. 

Black and white Sooth African supporters Bafana, the South African soccer team, Jbeat y 
share soccer fever at the FNB stadium during Tunisia 2-0 to become champions or Africa * 
the final of the African Cup of Nations. Bafana (Reuters photo) 


S. Africa celebrate soccer win, 
set sights on ’98 World Cup; 


ZAGREB. Croatia (AP) — 
Top-seeded local favourite 
Goran Ivanisevic advanced to 
the final of the 5400,000 
Croatian indoors, defeatiang 
Guy Forget of France. 7-6 
(7-4), 4-6. 6-4. 

The lOth-ranked Croatian 
will face Cedric Pioline in the 
championship match, after 
the Frenchman crushed Marc 
Goeliner of Germany, 6-4, 
7-6 (8-6). 

It willbe Ivanisevic's 
second final this year, having 
lost to American Todd Mar- 
tin at the Peters International 
in Sydney, immediately be- 
fore the Australian Open. 

Besides competing, Iva- 
nisevic is a co-promoter of 
this week's tournament, of 
which he owns one-third. 

“It wasn’t easy for me to 
play at the tournament and 
be one of its owners at the 
same time." he said. 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) — South 
Africa's soccer team awoke on Sunday to 
popular acclaim and a new standing in inter- 
national soccer and said they were now setting 
.their sights on the World Cup finals in France. 

Nowadays, with Nelson Mandela President 
and South Africa nicknamed the Rainbow 
Nation, nothing brings black and whites close 
together than an astonishing string of sporting 
triumphs. 

The South African soccer team fed the 
nation's pride Saturday by winning the Afri- 
can Cup of Nations in the first time it ever 
played in the tournament, defeating Tunisia 
2 - 0 . 

In the days of white-minority rule, when 
color divided everything, soccer was black, 
rugby white, some of the biggest rallies 
against apartheid were held at soccer grounds. 

The victory set off a flurry of nationwide 
celebrations that continued in many places 
well past dawn and prompted a string of 
accolades from the national press. 

AH the Sunday papers, including the Afri- 
kaans language Rapport, led with South 
Africa’s victory on both their front page and 
sports sections. 

“A nation of champions." said the Sunday 
Times in a reference to South Africa's win on 
Saturday as well as their triumph in last year's 
Rugby world Cup and the recent cricket test 
series against England. 

Coach Clive Barker: amazingly still em- 
ployed only on a part-time basis, said he 
would now be setting his sights on a place at 
the 1998 World Cup Finals in France. 

“Im not sure how long I'll still be around 
but I want to take the team to France." he 
said. 

South Africa begin their World Cup qual- 
ifying campaign with a home-and-away 


knockout tie against Malawi in June and.their 
chances of a place in the finals have been 
greatly enhanced by the increase of Africa’s 
representation at the next World Cup finals to 
five nations. 

The team will have the added bonus of 
sseeing key players move in the coming 
months to more professional clubs in Europe. 

Several players, including Mark Fish, John . 
Moshoeu. Shaun Bartlett and Eric Tinkler. • 
have been offered contracts or trials with 
European teams on the basis of their perform- 1 
ance at the Nations' Cup. ' 

A crowd of 30.000 including President 
Nelson Mandela. Zulu King Goodwill Zwe- 
lithini. Deputy President F.W. De Klerk and 
■Brazilian soccer legend Pele packed the sta- 
dium three hours before the kickoff in blazing 
Transvaal heat. 

Mandela wore the number 9 shirt of captain 
Neil Tovey and in the crowd several specta- 
tors had variations of the message 'Make 
Mandela M3gic' painted on their bare chests. 

Though soccer has traditionally been a 
black sport in South Africa, hundreds of 
whites were amongst the crowd. Some of the 
blacks had painted their heads white and { 
some of the whites had painted themselves 
brown. 

"The crowd was unbelievable — they're 
worth the two goals we scored." coach Clive 
Barker said afterwards. ‘Til be afraid to play 
away from South Africa after this. We've 
been spoiled.” 

The crowd waited for Mandela to present 
the cup before heading out to what promised 
to be an all-night celebration. 

Before the start of the African Cham- 
pionship series on January 13. soccer's con- 
trolling body, FIFA, ranked South Africa 
10th on the continent and 40th in the world. 
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Seven top clubs crash in French Cup 


PAJfclS' (R) — Seven First 
Dif isiort ‘clubs, including 


Nantes, Bordeaux. St. Etien- 
ne and Metz, crashed out of 
the French Cup on Saturday 
on a night made for giant- 
killing. 

. Three dubs from the 
equivalent of the Third Divi- 
sion triumphed over top 
flight clu^s with Nimes pull- 
ing off one of the exploits of 
the day by beating St. Etien- 
ne 3-1. 

Toulon, twice behind 
against Bordeaux, cumc 
through in extra time to win 
3-2 and little Thouars 
reached the last 16 of the Cup 
for the first time in their 
history when they beat Marti- 
gues 1-0. also in extra time. 

Three other first division 
clubs lost at home to second 
division sides, the biggest sur- 
prise coming in Me'tz where 
the team challenging Paris St. 
Germain for the title lost to 
Second Division leaders 
Caen 1-0. 

Cannes went down by the 
same score to Sochaux’ and 
Nice also lost at home to 
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Juan Andres Larre oT Angers (left) and Bruno Ngotty of 
Paris Saint Germain head the ball during their French 
soccer cup match between the two teams at Paris Parc des 
Princes Stadium (Reuters photo) 


, 'Ln ---7 


Laval by the only goal of the 
game, missing a penalty be- 
fore going under in extra 
time. 

French champions Nantes 
lost 5-4 on penalties at home 
to Monaco after a thrilling 
match, the only tie between 
sides from the upper flight, 
after a 2-2 extra rime 
scorelinc. 

Record Cup winners 
Marseille went through easily 
enough with a 2-0 win away 
to Pontivy. 

Paris St. Germain were 
equally untroubled, beating 
Second Division Angers 2-0 
with goals from Bruno 
N'Gotty and Rai. who con- 
verted a late penalty. 

Only five first division 
teams have reached the last 
16 so far though two more 
rould get through. Montpel- 
lier's match against Istres and 
Le Havre's against Blenod 
were postponed by bad 
weather conditions. 
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Arabic Language Center for 
Non-Native Speakers Announces 


~k The registration for the courses 
for one semester , and to all levels 

7*r The courses start on Feb. 10th 1996 

tV Transportation is free to and from 
the University _ 
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For registration and further information 
return to the Arabic Language Teaching 
Center in Zarka Private University 


Tel.916500 Fax 916520 P.O.Box 150863 
. Area Code 131.15 Zarka 




““ THEATRE & I Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

LINtMn/ TEL: 618274 - 618275 TEL: 625155 
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Alaa Zalzali....in 
The Golden Bird 
Operation 


Ah Ian Tatbie”piay 
Welcome Normalisation 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 


Shows: 12:30. 2: i 5 .6:45. 8:30. 10:30 
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T-Wolves beat Dallas; 
PamcJ " Houston lose in OT 


Houston Rockets' centre Hakeem OUjuwun 
(right drives by Startle Supersonic** forward 


Sam Perkins on 
Houston (Reuters 


hi* way (o the basket In 
photo) 


again. 

Mujoli. suffering pains to 
her shoulder and both legs. 


look a break lead twice to 
2-l and 4-3 in the first set. 
but each time Sanchez 
Vicario broke back to even 
the score — one on Ma- 
jor's double fault at 3U-40 
in the fourth game. 

But Mu|olt gathered 
momentum and used her 
powerful forehand in full 
swing to move Sanchez 
Vicuna round, completely 
pulverising the Spaniard's 
p re -match plan to charge to 
the net. 

Although both had 
several break points. Ma- 
joli always appeared to be 


the winner and took the 
following six games m.a 
row to lead 4-0 in the 
second set. 

Majoli permitted San- 
chez Vicariu to hold only 
one more game and (hen 
fired another powerful 
forehand to force her oppo- 
nent a bachkand error on 
her second match point 

"I played pretty good in 
the first set. 1 was taking 
more risk and going for the 
shots. But in the second 
set. everything started 
going in. I think she 
couldn't do anything... 


Sanchez Vicario to 1-3. 


their trophies at the Pan Pacific women's indoor tennis 
tournament in Tokyo Sunday (Reuters photo) 

very easy." said Majoli. 

She said her injuries 
were stil! the same as in her 
prev ious matches and 
added that she would take 
a couple of days off before 
going to Paris and Essen. 


Majoli will move up to 
her career highest of fourth 
■n the rankings next week 
with her third title, follow- 
ing her first two back-to- 
back victories in Zurich 
and Fildcrsiudi in October. 

She earned the S2UU.000 
firs: prize and reduced her 
win-loss record against 


Sanchez Vicario said: "I 
had a grest toumement 
too, but she had a lot of 
confidence winning her 
matches before. She was 
just going for the shots and 
she didn't miss many of 
them... she hit all the shots 
belter than 1 did today. *' 

Sanchez Vicario, who 
failed to win her first title- 
since her triumph at the 
German Open in May, had 
to be satisfied with the 
runner-up prize of 
S 100,000. 
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DALLAS fR) — Tom Gug- 
liotla had 22 points and 20 
rebounds and Isaiah Rider 
scored 26 points as the Min- 
nesota Timberwoives scored 
a rare road win. a 105-46 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks on a rough night 
for the home teams around 
the National Basketball 
Association Saturday. 

Christian Laettner chipped 
in 20 points and Darrick Mar- 
tin added 10 and eight assists 
for Minnesota, which snap- 
' a five-game losing streak 
rbffljr their fourth win in 
games away from home 
season. 

. . Jason Kidd had 26 points, 
eight assists, seven rebounds 
and four steals and Popeye 
Jones had 21 points and 13 
rebounds for Dallas, which 
was looking to win three m a 
tow for the first time since 
opening the season with four 


^Dallas closed to 46-41 on a 
three- pointer by Kidd with 50 
seconds left, but Minnesota 
iftwarted the rally as Martin 
unde one free throw. Rider 
rqode two and Gugliotta 
dttnked for a 10-point 
e&fluon with 52 seconds to 
SOL 

Miami. Dana Barrns hit 
^3-foot jumper with eight- 
ti&ths of a second left to lift 
the Boston Celtics past the 
Brtuno Np*^ 1 Heat 100-99, wasting a 
their fi*' career-best 45-point perform- 
ances by Miami centre Alon- 
zo Mourning. 

Trailing 99-MS with 11 
seconds left, the Celtics in- 
bounded the bail and Burros 
beat a lunging Bimbo Colev 
the game-winning basket. 
The shot ruined a furious 
^comeback by the Heat, who 
'jjpalUcd tram a 98-91 deficit to 
* lake a 99-9S lead on a threc- 
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.‘‘pointer by Keith Askions 
S'with 54 seconds to go. 
iv Mourning, who was I9-of- 
-.\34 from the field and 7-of-lO 
tfjtOUw-* 3 |from the line, also grabbed 1 1 
Rebounds and blocked seven 

CQMI& .. ^ j n Detroit. Much Rich- 
y dll '^ L f^WJnd scored 34 points to lead 
Sacramento Kings past 
cold-shooting Pistons, **4- 


blOth' v 



Walt Williams added 15 
hus and seven assisLs for 
Kings, who won for just 
third time in their last 
road games with the 
ip of a key 12-3 fourih- 
:er spurt. 

Grant Hill scored 22 points 
Allan Houston added !6 
^Detroit, which made only 
16 shots in (he fourth 
rter, including O-of-10 
(wo- point range. 

The Pistons shot a dismal 
36 per cent (27-of-75) from 
lie floor and were held with- 
out a basket for nearly 10 
minutes in the final period. 


In Philadelphia. Rod 
Strickland scored IS points 
and James Robinson scored 
eight of his 17 in a 15-0 
second-quarter run as the 
Portland Trail Blazers beat 
the woeful 76ers 96-85. 

Strickland added 11 assists 
and rookie Gary Trent chip- 
ped in 17 points for Portland. 

Vernon Maxwell scored 20 
points. Clarence Weath- 
erspoon added IS and Sean 
Higgins had 17 for Phi- 
ladelphia. which lost for the 
1 1th time in 12 games and fell 
to a league-worst 5-18 at 
home. 

"We have to play near 
perfect to win. to even he in 
games," lamented Sixers 
coach John Lucas. 

In Houston. Gary Payton 
scored a season-high 52 
points, including a key three- 
pointer in overtime, as the 
scuttle Supersonic* edged the 
struggling Rockets 164-103. 

Herscy Hawkins scored 13 
of his 22 points in the final 10 
minutes for Seattle, winner of 
its last six meetings with the 
two-time- defending NBA 
champions. 

Hakeem Olajuwon 
finished with 3b points and 12 
rebounds for Houston, which 
has lost six of its last nine 
contests. 

An Olajuwnn jumper had 
pulled Houston to 1U1-100. 
Sam Peer kins then missed a 
three-pomier for Seattle, but 
Nate McMillan grabbed the 
rebound anJ found Payton 
who scored with seven 
seconds to play to ice the win. 

In Milwaukee. Terrell 
Brandon scored 22 points and 
Dan Mujcrle and Bob Sura 
scored nine apiece in a 
second-quarter run as the 
Cleveland Cavalier* con- 
tinued their mastery of the 
Bucks with a 111-sS rout. 

Milwaukee's Shawn Re- 
spert tied the game 24-29 on a 
three-pointer with just under 
nine minutes to play in the 
first half, hu; the Cavs seized 
control with a 24-4 burst that 
put them ahead 53-33 with 
3: Hi left. 

In Lo* Angeles. Damon 
Stoudamire* scored 10 of his 
25 points in overtime and 
Willie Anderson added four 
free throws in the final 20 
seconds to lead the Toronto 
Raptors to a 119-113 victory 
over the Clippers as the road 
teams made it a dean sweep. 

Oliver Miller added 19 
points and II rebounds for 
Raptors, who snapped a four- 
game losing streak and a 10* 
game road slide. 

Terry Deheic scored 21 
points oft the bench. Rodney 
Rogers added j veason-high 
20 and Los Vaught netted 18 
for Los Angeles, losers of 
five in a row and nine of 10 
game*. . 


WE STILL OLLER EXQUISITE 
CUISINE DURING THE MONTH 
OF RAMADAN 

# FLAVOURS OF THE 
& MYSTIC EAST 

Our China Town restaurant 
will be open for lunch and 
dinner daily, serving oriental 
specialities prepared by the 
best Chinese chefs in town. 
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SEAFOOD MARKET AT 
THE ANDALUSIA 

Fresh fish flown to your table from the 
seafood Markets of Dubai and London. 
Make your choice, weigh it and we’ll cook 
it just how you want it! What more... you 
can choose from an array of classical 
sauces to accompany your selection. 

( During Ramadan Dinner only ). 


is open during Ramadan. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
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results 


Sacramento 

Boston 

Portland 

Minnesota 

Cleveland 

Seattle 

Toronto 


94 

Detroit 

85 

100 

Miami 

99 

% 

Philadelphia 

85 

105 

Dallas 

% 

111 

Milwaukee 

88 

104 

Houston 

103 (OTj 

119 

LA Clippers 

115 (OT) 


Jordan Design &' Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 

Annual Clearance Sale 

* lots of surprises * free giveaways * bargains * 
The exhibition runs from February 3rd - March 7th 

10% to 50% - 

OFF ALL STOCK 

WJ&WS 'MUMWi -MMIW5 




NOOR Al HU 5 SLIN FOUNDAllON 
TEL. 6 WH 1/2 OPENING MONKS 8 : 00 AM- 7 : 00 PM 

Jordan Design [Of# Wadi Saqra Strort. between King Abdullah Gardens 

\ Trade Center & Safeway. 2nd right after gas station] 


An American based firm is looking for an Administrative Assistant to work 
in their Amman office for the next two years. The current contract team is 
composed of 18 full time American and Jordanian staff. The incumbent will 
be expected to work a minimum of seven hours a day, six days a week. 
Applicants must be American Citizens. 

Position Requirmenis : 

I Functions a* the Contracts Administrator and Personal Officer and 
provides financial oversight for the DAI/Amman office. Overseas all 
contractual and personnel matters and ensures they meet USAID 
requirement*. 

2. Monitors project expenditures against (he contract budget and assists the 
Chief of Party in allocating funds and updating the project budget 
bi-annuaily. 

3. Manages the Lotus Notes database and trains stuff in its use. Works with 
all the working groups to determine iheir required involvement in ihe Lotus 
Notes database and trains those required to utilize Notes. 

4. Responsible for informal ion dissemination of ihe key activities and 
accomplishments for all project components. Produces a monthly Project 
newsletter highlighting ihe accomplishments of ihe various components and 
coordinates production of quarterly and annual progress repons. 

Minimum Qualifications : 

Musi be an American citizen with at least six years professional experience 
including Project management experience required; educational background 
in business, social science or other appropriate discipline; know- ledge of 
AlDAR anil FAR coniracL regulations required; some accounting and 
financial management experience; experience producing and editing reports; 
knowledge of spreadsheet software (Microsoft Excel, Lotus 123), word 
processing software (Microsoft Word; word Perfect) and Lotus Notes 
essential; knowledge of electronic mail and project computerized 
management systems preferred, i merest in Environmental issues; strong 
interpersonal skills; must be self- motivated and able to work independently 
and under tight deadlines; excellent written and spoken communcaiion skills 
in English, knowledge of Arabic preferred. 


Closing Date : 

Letter of interest and resume should be sent 
by 15 February 1996 : 

Personnel Officer 
P.O. Box 851532 
Al-Suweifiyeh 1 1 185 
Amman. Jordan — 


to the following address 
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No shift in hands-off 


interest rates - CB J 


Bankers expect market forces to prompt 

increase in yield on deposits and loans 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor Ziad 
Fariz Saturday denied a re- 
port that the CBJ had asked 
commercial banks to increase 
interest rates of loans- He 
.affirmed that there was no 
change whatsoever in the 
bank’s policy of allowing 
supply and demand to deter- 
mine interest rates. 

At the same time, senior 
executives at commercial 
banks said that interest rates 
were bound to increase as a 
result of higher yields on 
short-term certificates of de- 
posit (CDs) issued by the 
CBJ to retain the edge of rhe 
Jordanian dinar against the 
American dollar in bank de- 
posits. 

Most banking executives 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times said they believed that 
interest rates could go up by 
between one and one-and-a- 
half per cent soon. 

“Nothing has changed" in 
the CBJ's policy as far as 
interest rates are co'ncerned 
“except the increase in in- 
terest offered on CDs," Dr. 
Fariz told the Jordan Times 
in response to a question on a 
local report that CBJ had 
sent a memo to commercial 
banks to increase interest 
levied on loans. 

“It is business as usual and 
I have no intention of chang- 
ing the present policy of 
floating interest rates," leav- 
ing it to market forces to 
determine the rate, added 
Dr. Fariz, a former minister 
of planning who took over as 
CBJ governor last month. 

Banking executives also 
affirmed that they had re- 
ceived no communications 
from the Central Bank on 
raising interest rates and 
were surprised by the report. 

"We have no reason to 



Ziad Fariz 


rates since such a move 
would contradict the very ess- 
ence of allowing market 
forces to be the determining 
factor, he said. 

Bankers noted that any 
effort by the CBJ to set in- 
terest rates in the market 
would be a reversal of a 
policy adopted nearly eight 
'years ago when the monetary 
authorities lifted all controls 
over commercial interest 


expect any change in the 
liberal approach of the CBJ,'* 
said Nimr Shakaa, general 
manager of the Philadelphia 
Bank for Investments. 

It is highly unlikely that the 
CBJ would "ask" commercial 
banks to increase interest 


rates. 

At the same time, they 
said, there was a gradual 
move in the market to raise 
interest rates as an indirect 
result of high yield CDs being 
issued by the Central Bank. 

“Money is going to hp ex- 
pensive in the market -be- 
cause of the higher yields on 
CDs." said Mr. Shakaa. He 
noted that when the yields on 
CDs go up, then commercial 
banks were prompted to keep 
up by increasing interest 
offered to depositors. This in 
turn leads to higher interest 
on loans to allow the banks to 
keep their margin between 
interest offered and interest 
levied. 

The CBJ uses CDs in di- 
nars primarily as a means to 
maintain the attraction of de- 
posits in the Jordanian cur- 
rency against holdings in the 
dollars. CDs also help check 
extra liquidity in the market 
that could lead to inflation 
beyond the level envisaged as 
part of the economic restruc- 


turing programme. 

The CBJ. which has so far 
issued CDs worth JD 386 
million, has announced a 
fresh issue worth JD IS mil- 
lion from Feb. 10, carrying 
9.25 per cent for three-month i 
papers and 9.5 per cent for 
six months. That rate is about ’ 
one per cent more than the 
average rate offered during 
1995. 

The interest rate on “re- 
purchase" of CDs — CBJ 
credits secured by commer- 
cial banks with their CDs as 
collateral — is around 10 per 
dent. 

Brokers at the Amman. 
Financial Market (AFM) 
have said that CDs were also 
drawing capital away from 
the bourse by investors seek- 
ing better yields, thus partly 
contributing to a liqudity- 
crunch that in turn depresses 
market activities. 

The CBJ maintains that it 
is free to adopt whatever 
measures necessary to meet 
its prime mandate of main- 
taining the stability of the 
dinar and it could not be 
expected to give any special 
consideration to the AFM. 
which, according to officials, 
is not a productive sector of* 
the economy anyway. 

The average interest rate 
offered by commercial banks 
on deposits on dinars Tanges 
from eight per cent to 8.5 per 
cent while they charge be- 
tween 11.5 per cent to 14 per 
cent on one-year loans and 
up to 15 per cent if the loan 
maturity exceeds one year. 

Hani Kakish, deputy 
general manager of the Am- 
man Investment Bank, said 
the average “prime rate" that 
the bank offered to select 
clients was around 12 per 
.cent. 


Tt could go up by two per 
it depending on the nature 


cent depending on the nature 
of the client, collateral and 
performance of the business 
etc.,” said Mr. Kakish. 

Rafik Hariri, deputy 
.general manager for branches 
at ANZ Grindlays Bank, de- 
clined to be specific on 
Grindlays' rate except that 
“it is between 11 and 13 per 
cent." 


PLO executives to consider 


compromise over covenant 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A key Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
. (PLO) meeting on Monday 
will discuss proposals to 
adopt a new Palestinian char- 
ter recognising Israel to re- 
place the exisitng covenant 
which calls for the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish state, a 
committee member said Sun- 
day. 

But Israeli officials warned 
that such a compromise 
would fail to meet the com- 
mitments made to them in 
peace agreements with PLO 
leader Yasser Araft. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Suleiman Najjab 
said he would bring up the 
idea of drafting a new charter 
during the meeting of the 
16-member committee in A1 
Arish, Egypt. 

The meeting is aimed 
largely at convening a session 
of the 630-member Palesti- 
nian National Council 
(PNC), the PLO partiameni- 
in-exile, the only body that 
has the power to change the 
charter: 

The PNC meeting will take 
, place "within two months” of 
. the executive committee ses- 
sion, predicted Mahmoud 
■ Abbas, an executive commit- 
! tee member. 

Monday’s talks will be the 
first meeting of the commit- 
tee since Mr. Arafat bol- 
stered his position in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip by 
scoring a clear victory in last 
month's presidential and leg- 
islative elections. 

After Mr. Arafat's 
triumph, Israel stepped up its 
demands that he make good 
on a two-and-a-half year old 
commitment to amend the 
charter, long a symbol for 
Israelis of implacable Palesti- 
nian enmity. 

Mr. Najjab told AFP the 
new document he proposes 
would declare that the 
Palestinian aim is an indepen- 
dent state with sovereignty in 
East Jerusalem and that 
Israel’s presence be com- 
pletely removed from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Najjab. who repre- 
sents the Palestine People's 
Party (formerly communist 
party), said the document 


should also specify that the 
state is a democratic and 
secular one. 

'To have a new charter is a 
Palestinian national need 
rather than an Israeli order," 
Mr. Najjab said. 

But Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Eli Dayan rejected 
the idea. 

“Israel's stand is that Ara- 
fat must revoke the relevant 
articles referring to the des- 
truction of Israel and not 
simply write a new charter." 

“This is a test of the 
Palestinians 1 credibility,” he 
said. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres has in the past insisted 
on “unambiguous” changes 
to the PLO charter. 

Mr. Abbas, the architect of 
the self-rule agreements with 
Israel, declined to discuss the 
drafting of a new charter. 

“I do not think it is time to 
talk about such things," Mr. 
Abbas- said of Mr. Najjab' s 
proposal. 

“We know we have an 
obligation concerning the 
charter and we will deal with- 
it." he added. 

The hardline Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine has said it will 
boycon the Executive Com- 
mittee meeting. 

The group is wary the PLO 
Executive Committee will 
give further legitimacy to the 
self-rule agreements with 
Israel, which do not include 
recognition of Palestinian 
self-determination, claims 
over Jerusalem or provisions 
for refugee return. 

Mr. Abbas said he was 
unconcerned about the stay- 
away: “We have gotten used 
to their absence ror three or 
four years. We are managing 
our own affairs.’* 

In Davos, Switzerland, Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat staged 
a “sentimental*’ reunion 
Saturday. 

In' a poignant symbol of 
progress, the Israeli premier 
and the Palestinian leader 
met in the same hotel room 
where in February 1994’ they 
, held discussions under the 
mediation of Eg; ^..uu Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

This time though, no 
mediator was needed. “It had 


a certain sentimental fla- 
vour,” Mr. Peres said at the 
World Economic Forum 
(WEF) annual meeting in 
Davos, a summit of 1 .000 of 
political and business leaders. 

“We were talking in exact- 
ly the same room where we 
met two years ago.” he said. 
Asked to sum up the tone of 
his talks, he said; “A fair 
climate exists between us." 

The two key architects of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess met in Davos at the start 
of 1994, months after the 
signing of an historic PLO-. 
Israeli peace accords in 
•Washington. • 

On that occasion the event 
was one of the first times the 
two leaders had appeared 
together since the historic 
handshake between Mr. Ara- 
fat and late Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Saturday afternoon's meet- 
ing, in the Seehof Hotel five 
minutes from the Davos Kon- 
gresshaus, came as the two 
men enjoyed a weekend as 
guests of honour of the WEF 
meeting. 

Their mood was tangibly 
upbeat, with Mr. Peres tell- 
ing a plenary session of the 
assembled luminaries that be 
believes a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East will 
be concluded "before too 
long." 

“We are now bargaining 
and negotiating and before 
too long we shall reach an 
agreement,” he said, adding: 
“There is no more reason for 
war, and if we shall conclude 
our negotiations with the Sy- 
rians and the Lebanese it will 
be the end of war in the 
Middle East." 

However, Mr. Peres re- 
jected PLO claims to East 
Jerusalem as a dream. 

“Jerusalem as you know is 
the capital of Israel and it is 
not for division or for sale." 
he said after his talks with 
Mr. Arafat. 

"Mr. Arafat has the right 
to have his own dreams. But 
we told Arafat that the differ- 
ence between a dream and an 
agreement is that for a dream 
it is enough to have one 
person, for an agreement you 
have to have two parties." 
Mr. Peres said. 


Jordan and Kuwait are seen 


preparing to end Gulf war rift 

Crown Prince and Sheikh Saad exchange messages 


KUWAIT (R) — The 
Royal families of Kuwait 
and Jordan have taken a 
step towards healing one of 
the Arab World’s deepest 
rifts by holding their first 
official contact for five 
years, diplomats said. 

An exchange of messages 
announced on Sunday be- 
tween the two countries' 
crown princes heralds a 
rapprochement that could 
also indirectly tighten the 
international isolation of 
Kuwait's former occupier 
Iraq, they said. 


"It’s a sign (of improving 
stations),” Shafiq Ghabra, 


relations).” Shafiq Ghabra, 
Kuwait University associ- 
ate professor of political 
science, said of the mes- 
sages between Kuwaiti 
Crown Prince Sheikh Saad 
AI Abdullah Al Sabah and 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

“The messages amount 




to a step that could lead the 
Crown Prince of Kuwait to 
participate in other steps 
that could end with norma- 


lisation,” he said. 

The official Kuwait News 
Agency in a brief report 
sard Sheikh Saad, who is 


also prime minister, sent a 

- cable in reply to a message 
sent by Prince Hassan last 
week. 

The agency did not dis- 
close the contents of the 
cables. 

Diplomats said the ex- 
change was significant be- 
cause Sheikh Saad had long 
opposed resuming ties with 
Arab states that Kuwait 
saw as haring sided with 
Iraq during its 1990-91 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti officials last year 
quietly dropped a demand 
that “pro-Iraqi” Arab . 
states publicly apologise for 

- their stance as a condition 
for resuming ties with 
Kuwait. 

But Sheikh Saad has , 
often said Jordan must in 
some way acknowledge it 

(Continued on page 7) 


Islamic 

Jihad 

threatens 

Arafat 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Wa- 
rn i c Jihad militants 
threatened on Sunday to 
assassinate Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat after two 
members of the group sus- 
pected in anti-Israeli attacks 
were killed by Palestinian 
police. 

About 1,000 people 
attending funerals for the two 
chanted “Arafat will cry” and 
“we remind you that it was 
the Jihad that assassinated 
(Anwar) Sadat," referring to 
the late Egyptian president. 

Ayman Razania and Amar 
AI Harash, both 28, were 
killed Saturday by plainc- 
lothes Palestinian security 
agents in a house in the Shatti 
refugee camp of Gaza City. 

The men were wanted by, 
Israeli authorities in connec- 
tion with a 1995 suicide 
bombing that killed 21 
Israelis, Israeli officials said 
Sunday. 

Islamic Jihad also issued a 
written statement Sunday 
pledging to take revenge for 
the killings. 

“Our arm is long and we 
are capable of hitting back 
against this murder of our 
two martyrs," the statement 
said. 

“The revenge of our mu- 
jahedeen and people cannot 
be stopped by the terror and 
oppression of the Palestinian 
Authority and its Zionist 
allies.." 

Witnesses told AFP that 
Palestinian police entered the 
house where the two were 
hiding and when they refused 
to come out of a locked 
room, opened fire through 
the door, killing both. 

Their names were provided 
to Israeli police by another* 
Palestinian. Abdul Khalil Al 
Bissi, who ’was arrested last 
year on charges of building 
the bomb used in the attack. 

A third Jihad militant ac- 
cused by Israel of involve- 
ment in the attack, Mahmoud 
Hawaja, was killed last June 
in the Gaza Strip by unknown 
assailants. Islamic Jihad 
blamed Israeli agents for his 
slaying. 

“The path of blood will not 
stop and we will not replace 
this choice and honour with 
America and Israel," Islamic 
Jihad leader Nafez Azzam 
said at the graveyard on Sun- 
day. 

Witnesses said the crowd 
started to attack the Jabaiya 
police station but Islamic 
Jihad leaders stopped them. 

Hamas leader Mahmoud 
Al Zahar, also attending the 
funeral, said: ‘Today the 
whole people feel sick and 
nauseated at this crime. We 
call for the punishment of the 
perpetrators and the presi- 
dent of the Palestinian Au- 
thority must try these peo- 
ple." 

A PLO spokesman said 
security officers were sur- 
prised to discover the gun- 
men in a house where they 
were arresting two other 
men. Security forces found 
three bombs in the room, one 
about to explode, he said. 

But Islamic Jihad said this 
version of the incident was "a 
lie.” It accused part of the 
Palestinian security appar- 
atus of plotting with Israel to 
kill Islamic Jihad fighters. 

On Saturday, preventive - 
security head Mohammad j 
D ah lan had said the two died 
in the gunbaitle. 1 


Christopher is carrying financial 
incentives for Syria, report says 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher is expected 
to announce an international . 
financing package for region- 
al projects in hopes of prod- 
ding Syria to accelerate peace 
talks with Israel, an Israeli 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The package, to be sup- 
ported by the United States, 
Europe and Japan, will fund 
Syrian-Lebanese-Israeli and 
Syrian -Israeli projects, Davar 
said. It is intended to draw 
Syria and Lebanon into 
multilateral peace talks that 
deal with regional issues, it 
added. 

Mr. Christopher was sche- 
duled to arrive in Israel late 
Sunday for the latest in a 
series of shuttles between 


Israel and Syria. 

Israel-Syria talks, which re- 
sumed at the Wye Plantation 
in Maryland in December af- 
ter a six-month hiatus, 
appear far from a break- 
through. 

Israel has vet to satisfy 
Syria's demand that it declare 
willingness to withdraw from 
the Golan Heights, occupied 
in 1967. Damascus, mean- 
while, appears cool to Israel's 
idea of warm economic and 
political relations in peace- 
time. 

Syria said meanwhile it was 
not concerned about; specula- 
tion on early Israeli elections 
and that it was not in a hurry 
to make peace which did not 
meet its conditions. 

Syria's official press also 


' urged Mr. Christopher to 
persuade Israel accept equal 
and balanced security 
arrangements and foil with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

“Talk about early elections ' 
or maintaining the current 
Israeli situation is an issue 
which does not concern Syria 
in all circumstances,'' the 
official daily Al Baath said. 

“We are not in a hurry and 
we will wait because progress 
or failure should be the re- 
sponsibility of Israel,” said 
another daily, Al Tfaawra. 

“The U.S. is urged to per- 
suade Israel to commit itself 
to the requirements of peace, 
mainly the full withdrawal 
and the equal and balanced 
security arrangements," 


Israel braces for May polls 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) . — 
Israel girded Sunday for elec- 


tions of a new parliament and 
prime minister as early as 
May after Premier Shimon 
Peres dispelled any lingering 
doubts about his intention to 
call snap polls. 

The Labour Party leader 
argued in public for the first 
time Saturday in favour of 
moving up the elections sche- 
duled for October, noting 
among other things that 
politicians in the Jewish state 
were already deep into cam- 
paigning. 

“Everything is pushing us 
towards early elections," he 
told Israeli television. “We 
don't need a 10-month elec- 
tion campaign, but it - has 
already begun." 

Mr. Peres did not set a new 
date for the polls, but Labour 
Party officials were quoted in 
the Israeli press Sunday as 


would have no impact on the 
recently resumed Israeli- 
Syrian peace talks. U.S. 
Secretaiy of State Warren 
Christopher was due here 
late Sunday for another shut- 
tle mission between Israel 
and Damascus. 


“This has nothing to do 
with peace ... whenever we 
have elections it may mean 
an interruption of the nego- 
tiations, but not an end to 
them/' Mr. Peres said. 

Officials of the main con- 
servative opposition party, 
Likud, welcomed any move 
to advance the polls. 


saying they would be held on 
May 21. 


May 21. 

“We need to renew our 
mandate in order to handle 
crucial issues,” he said, 
adding that with politicians 
already preoccupied with 
campaigning the government 
"cannot take the necessary 
decisions." 

In remarks on Israeli. 
Radio Sunday. Mr. Peres in- ! 
sisted that the elections 


“We can only be happy 
with an end to the current 
legislature because with ev- 
ery passing day the govern- 
ment does something else to 
hurt Israel," a leading Likud 
figure, Dan Meridor, told 
Israeli Radio Sunday. 

Only two small parties, the 
orthodox Jewish Shas and the 
communist Hadash. have 
come out against snap elec- 
tions, but they have only 
eight seats in the 120-seat 
parliament, or Knesset. 

By moving up the elec- 
tions. Mr. Peres hopes to 
profit from the healthy lead 
in opinion polls enjoyed by 
the Labour Party since his 
predecessor, Yitzhak Rabin, 


was assassinated in Novem- 
ber by a right-wing Jewish 
extremist. 

According to the latest sur- 
vey published Friday, Mr. 
Peres would receive 46 per 
cent of the vote in a prime 
ministerial race against Likud, 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who would garner 30 per 
cent. 

In the legislative elections. 
Labour would win 48 seats in 
the Knesset, four more than 
it now holds, while Likud - 
would garner 37 seats. 

The right-wing has been 
hard hit not only by the 
Rabin assassination but by its 
past opposition to the Labour 
government's peace agree- 
ments with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

■Die party remains deeply 
divided over whether or not 
to acknowledge Palestinian 
autonomy on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, although 
opinion polls show that even 
60 per cent of Likud voters 
approved the autonomy 
deals. 

The Likud leadership was 
scheduled to hold a new de- 
bate on the issue late Sunday. 

By moving the election 
date up, the Labour Party 
also hopes to benefit from the 
current relative calm on the 
Palestinian front. 


Missing Muslims dead, Serb 
official tells U.N. investigator 


BRATUNAC (AFP) — 
Several thousand Bosnian 
Muslims missing since rebel 
Serbs overran the U.N.- 
designated enclave of Srebre- 
nica last July are dead. U.N. 
Rapporteur for Human 
Rights Elisabeth Rehn said 
here Sunday. 

Ms. Rehn said she had been 
informed by a Serb official in 
the region, Mirestav Deronic. 
that the Muslims, numbered 
at between 3,000 and 8.000 
according to different esti- 
mates, had been “killed in 
battle" and were “buried 
around (the Srebrenica re- 
gion)." 

She was speaking to repor- 
ters after paying a visit to the 
former enclave, now in Serb 
hands, where she spent two 
hours questioning Mr. De- 
ronic extensively on the 
thousands of missing Mus- 
lims. exclusively male. 


er, that Mr. Deronic did not 
confirm that massacres had 
taken place, or admit the 
existence of mass graves. 

The rapporteur, who ar- 
rived in Bosnia on Saturday, 
later set off towards a deso- 
late mountain site to look for 
mass graves. 

International organisations 
say up to 8,000 people' have 
been missing since the Serbs 
moved into the enclave. 

Washington has issued 
photographs taken by spy 
satellites which it says shows 
mass graves in’'the area. 

The United .Nations said 
meanwhile it will establish a 
multilateral commission 

• -•«. miw piooiem 
of missing persons following 
the war in ex-Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. “decided to con- 
centrate new efforts on the 
creation of a multilateral 
commission which will in 


pie men, held to be of charge of missing persons ** 
fighting age, were rounded declared a U.N. expert on 

tin an A am Hnliaunrf fn K«,u »L. ■ • * 


up and are believed to have 
been massacred after the col- 
lapse of the enclave on July 
11 . 

Ms. Rehn stressed, howev- 


Serbia-Montenegro, and the 
two entities formed in post- 
war Bosnia, the Croat- 
Muslim Bosnian federation 
and Bosnian Serb Republic. 

NATO Secretaiy-General 
Javier Solana said Sunday 
that the formerly warring 
parties in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina had fulfilled 
their obligation to withdraw 
from territories under the 
Dayton peace accords. 

Asked by AFP if they had 
fulfilled their requirement to 
withdraw by the 45th day of 
the NATO mission, which 
fell at midnight Saturday. 
Mr. Solana said “Yes." 

"The news I have as of now 
is yes." he said, explaining 
that he expected to receive a 
final report from the com- 
mand of the NATO-led inter- 
national force within the 
coming hours, but that "the 
information I have is a posi- 
tive one." 


the missing persons file. 
Manfred Nowak, in Zagreb. 

He said the commission 
would be made up of official 
representatives from Croatia 


In Tuzla. the U.S. contin- 
gent in Bosnia honoured an 
American soldier killed in a 
mme blast with a simple cere- 
mony. 





Charles to pay 
$10m for Diana’s 
homes — paper 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles has agreed to 
spend as much as £7 mil- 
lion ($10.5 million) for 
town and country homes as 
part of a divorce settlement 
with his estranged wife 
Princess Diana, the Mail 
On Sunday newspaper 
reported. It said Prince-. 
Charles, heir to the British 
throne, had agreed to per- 
sonally bear the cost of a 
i £6 million ($9 million) 
bouse in London and a £1 
milli on ($1.5 million) 
country retreat for Princess 
Diana. It quoted a /royal 
source” as saying Princess 
Diana, who currently 

resides in London’s 

Kensington Palace, had 
driven a hard bargain in 
negotiations over a divorce 
'settlement. Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana sepa- 
rated in 1992 and newspa- 
pers have reported in recent 
weeks that Prince Charles's 
mother, Queen Elizabeth, 

. has ordered them to 
divorce. Princess Diana 
said in a controversial tele- 
vision interview last 
autumn that she would not 
seek a divorce but would 
leave the matter up to 
Prince Charles. 
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Reagan to miss 
his 85th birthday 
party 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — . 
Beveriy Hills will celebrate 
a birthday with a party 
Tuesday featuring a who's 
who of the Hollywood and 
Washington power elite — 
but the guest of honour will 
not be there. Ronald 
Reagan, 40th president of 
the United States and vie-* 
tim of Alzheimer’s disease, 
regrets be will be unable to 
celebrate his 85th birthday. 
His wife, Nancy, wifi 
attend the bash at the for- 
mer actor’s favourite 
Hollywood restaurant, 
Chasen’s, which dosed last 
year but is opening once 
more Tuesday for Reagan’s 
•birthday. But there will be 
no birthday cake. Without' 
her husband oti hand to 
blow out the candles. Mrs. 
Reagan thinks it just would 
not be the same. Among 
the guests will be former 
President Gerald Ford and 
his wife Betty, former 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General 
Colin Powell and 
California Governor Pete 
Wilson. Chosen's has long 
been an important set in 
Reagan lore, said to be the 
place where Ronald 
Reagan proposed to Nancy 
Davis, an aspiring MGM 
starlet. After they married’ 
in 1952, Mr. Reagan was 
drawn into political activi- 
ty — first as president of 
the Screen Actors Guild. In 
the following years. Mr. 
Reagan turned foil circle 
from liberal to conserva- 
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tive, becoming governor of _ . eis - 
California from 1966-74 ' n c °nt 


California from 1966-74 
and reaching the pinnacle 
in 1980, when as 
Republican challenger to 
Jimmy Carter, he was 
elected ro the White House. 
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U.K. company 
finds first 
‘Windows 95’ virus 
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LONDON (R) — A British ^ 
software company has N> '- 
found the first virus specif- 
ically designed to infect I , 
Microsoft Corp's Windows Kj 
95 operating system, a 
Sunday newspaper report- « h 
ed. The virus, called j./H 
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ed. The virus, called ? Jk 1 \ i.^ te 
“boza", corrupts prog- 8 i iK ,e * J 
ammes so they no longer -W* s ^LoTc 31 
work properly, the Inde- WJ 66 
pendent On Sunday report- * | Sr g Z 
ed. It occasionally throws Ven n ge& f" 
up a message reading: “The * l0 
taste of fame just got tasti- ^ ^^inatk2 
er. Vlad Ausmlia does it * 

again with the world’s first Jk J^Wem > 
WJtin95 vims," the news- JoJ** , n 1 
paper said. The report did: jer a ‘jj to^ 0 
not explain what the mes- ln ^v k. 
sage meant. “It’s the first 3 th re .® 
that we’ve seen that affects 


that we’ve seen that affects :*Hy 
ViTindows 95 programmes JihL the 1 
in particular, " Paulvr^ of 
Ducklin, an analyst f° r iVj/^ iwL of 
Abingdon, England-based W/^ion 
software company Sophos. t 0 er 
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